Bible Study for 1 June, 1999

<renewed> Father we come before you this day, and we eagerly await, all that you have for us, the bread of life for this day, and we give you all the honor, praise and glory through your Son and our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
<opentext> Col 1:3, We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, (KJV) 
<opentext> How often are we truly thankful for all that we have? 
<helpmate> not nearly as often as we should be 
<renewed> not always, being thankful is something we have had to learn to work at 
<mizpah> as i learn to be content, i am thankful each day 
<shama> not enough 
<diligently> not like we should be. 
<opentext> When we first got saved, we were overflowing with thanksgiving, but then we started to become complacent, and it waned a bit. Then for most, we began to see the mystery, and we got excited and thankful again for awhile, but then it started to wane again. So now, what do we do when it begins to wane? 
<mizpah> study the Word daily and Father will keep opening up more and it won't begin to wane 
<diligently> keep going to Father, and stay in the word 
<renewed> we ask Father to open new hidden treasures for us each day in His Word 
<shama> study and believe in His Word for our every day need 
<opentext> How about if we can see and understand our value to God, and how much He really loves us? 
<renewed> oh yes, that will do it :-)) also 
<mizpah> that would be a big step for me, for sure 
<shama> yeah <diligently> yes 
<opentext> Unless we can see our value or worth to Father, how will you ever be able to stay motivated? 
<renewed> we won't it will be like trying to drag a wagon of rocks uphill 
<helpmate> we won’t be able to 
<diligently> it will be hard 
<opentext> Anything else will only cause a temporary fix, and so when that runs out, then we begin the downward slide. How many times do we only put on bandages, and all because we have never gotten to know Father's love? What kind of excuses do we make to God, as to why we are disgruntled? 
<renewed> yes, that happened a lot before 
<mizpah> about every excuse but the truth 
<renewed> agree miz, too tired, too busy, not appreciated, etc. etc. etc. 
<opentext> How often do we truly serve Him out of love? Or are we constantly seeking more blessings or such, as the carrot to be dangled in front of us? 
<renewed> used to be as we sought Him for more blessings, but now we are serving Him out of love, but we still forget at times 
<diligently> we don’t even know for sure some times. 
<mizpah> i am now seeking to serve Him out of love for this day 
<at-peace> out of love, every day 
<opentext> Just because He is, should be all the motivation that we need, beaus we see and hear His love in sending His Son to die in our place. What kind of reasons do we give Him for not studying anymore? 
<mizpah> too busy, too tired, etc. 
<shama> usually when we put other things, wants, before our time, needed, with Him 
<diligently> we don’t 
<opentext> How often, is the truth all that we need to keep us motivated? Or do we often seek man's approval? 
<diligently> oh my. we don’t know!! 
<shama> man's opinions may get us distracted at times, but the Truth is all that we need to continue for Father 
<renewed> we still at times seeks man's approval, although it may be among the brethren. it is still man's approval 
<mizpah> had been seeking man's approval, but it is frustrating. now, the Word is motivating me 

<opentext> Phil 4:6, Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. (KJV) 

<opentext> If we are not thankful, won't we turn to worrying? 
<renewed><diligently><at-peace> yes <shama> yeah <mizpah> absolutely 
<opentext> And if we are worrying, aren't we trying to tell God how, and when and why, we think things should be done and go? 
<renewed> definitely, we are <mizpah> yes, we are 
<shama><diligently> yes 
<opentext> And if we are telling Him, how we think things should go, are we then following His path to get home? 
<shama><mizpah><diligently><at-peace> no 
<renewed> no, we are shoveling our own path 

<opentext> 1Thes 5:18, In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. (KJV) 

<opentext> In everything, not for everything. Only good and perfect gifts come from above. How often do we blame God for the things that we have allowed the devil to cause to happen in our lives? 
<shama> used to blame God, but we blame the devil now 
<buzzzbait> never 
<mizpah> i say i don't, but that is what it amounts to, sometimes, with my words 
<diligently> we have done that, and did not realize it . 
<helpmate> not that we can recall 

<opentext> Ps 34:1, I will bless the LORD at all times: his praise shall continually be in my mouth. (KJV) 

<opentext> If we were to praise Him all of the time, would our mouth get us in the trouble that it does? 
<mizpah><shama><at-peace><helpmate> no 
<renewed> no it sure wouldn't 
<diligently> awesome, we love that verse 
<diligently> oh my. no 
<opentext> We read a verse like this, but we do not hear the totality of what it says. If we were to be blessing the Lord at all times, it would not leave any time for grumbling or complaining. 
<diligently> no it would not PYF 
<helpmate> or we would not do anything to hurt Him 
<mizpah> true 
<opentext> exactly helen, as we would be in constant thought of His love for us, and the fact that He had His son pay the price for our redemption. 
<mizpah> seems we remember when we please Him, but not when we hurt Him 
<opentext> If we always kept in mind, the price and sacrifice He made for us, would we ever do anything to hurt Him? 
<at-peace><shama> no 
<mizpah> no, we sure wouldn't 
<diligently> we never want to grieve Father 
<renewed> it would not be our desire, but we know we still would fail at times 
<diligently> no. never 
<opentext> The problem being, that we do not always keep our mind renewed in and with the Word. We tend to think on other things. 

<opentext> Eph 5:20, Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ; (KJV) 

<diligently> o/ 
<opentext> Even if the devil puts something in my path, i am able to thank Father for making a way of escape. yes judy 
<diligently> when we were walking yesterday. we were praying, and asking Father for things that me, myself would never even think to ask him for. so my question is: does Father ever give us things to ask him for, because they were things that we believe Father would want from me? like Father was giving me the words to pray for 
<opentext> Father knows what we have need of, before we ask. As we seek God with all our heart, He will give us the words to pray. He will give us the words He would like us to speak. All a matter of hearing, and then being obedient. 
<diligently> yes. awesome. we just knew it. 
<opentext> Jesus Christ only spoke the words that He heard Father speak. What an example for us. 
<diligently> yes PYF 

<opentext> Col 3:17, And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him. (KJV) 

<diligently> oh yes. that is something to be thanking Father for also. 
<opentext> By our words we are justified, by our words we will be condemned. If we are speaking it with our mouth, then we are usually doing it in our life as well, since we know that our words form our world around us. How often is it that many try to justify themselves before God by their words, rather then by the lifestyle, that is already evident before God? 
<renewed> very many people 
<mizpah> i've done my share of that in the past 
<diligently> ? 
<opentext> In other words, their lifestyle does not line up with the words they speak. 
<helpmate> most people 
<helpmate> most 
<opentext> We are to be doers of the Word, and not hearers only. Many will talk a good show with the Word, but from their lifestyle, one is not able to tell them from the rest of the world. 

<opentext> Heb 13:15, By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name. (KJV) 

<opentext> note. continually. 
<mizpah> o/ 
<helpmate> fruit of our lips = praise 
<opentext> yes miz 
<mizpah> i always think of sacrifice as something we are given up, but isn't it more here that it should be natural if we are in the spirit? 
<opentext> our flesh must decrease, the He might increase. If we are seeking to please God in the Spirit, we will put aside the wants and desires of the flesh, and our need for man's approval, since we are only seeking to please God. 
<opentext> we are to present ourself to God, a living sacrifice. 
<mizpah> so, it's a matter who we are seeking to please, as to if we are sacrificing God or ourselves 

<opentext> Rom 12:1-2 I plead with you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present all your faculties to Him as a living and holy sacrifice acceptable to Him. This with you will be an act of reasonable worship. And do not follow the customs of the present age, but be transformed by the entire renewal of your minds, so that you may learn by experience what God's will is--that will which is good and beautiful and perfect.(weymouth) 

<mizpah> got it  :-) 

<opentext> Heb 13:15, By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name. (KJV) 

<opentext> We often times forget, that the tree is known by its fruit. Where do your words have you hanging out at? 
<mizpah> working with Father to keep them contained in line with His Words 
<diligently> with Father 

<opentext> Col 1:3 We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, (KJV) 

<opentext> If our heart and attitude with God is not right, what kind of prayer will we be making for the brethren? What is it you will be praying for? 
<mizpah> something selfish, 

i'm sure, if our heart and attitude are wrong 
<opentext> Many times i have heard people pray asking God to get even with someone for them. is this a proper prayer? 
<renewed> if our heart and attitude is not right, usually that you will be proven right, and them wrong 
<helpmate><diligently><at-peace><shama> no 
<renewed> no it is not 
<mizpah> nope 
<opentext> So then, unless my own life is right with God at that moment, what kind of prayer will i be making for others, one of help or hindrance? 
<renewed> it will be one of hindrance 
<mizpah><shama><at-peace><diligently> hindrance 
<helpmate> more of hindrance 
<opentext> If we are not hearing Father clearly, how can we effectively work as a part of the body of Christ? 
<mizpah><shama> we can't 
<renewed><diligently> we can not 
<helpmate> we can't be effective 
<at-peace> we would not be able to 
<diligently> o/ 
<opentext> Faith comes by hearing, and by hearing the message delivered by Christ. So i have to learn to become as Jesus Christ was, and speak only the things i hear Father speak, and do only the things that i see Father do, and this can only come about as i walk in the Spirit of God. 
<opentext> yes judy 
<diligently> larry, awesome, and this is why we can not do anything on our own. you know that Bible verse, about Father starting a good work in us, and he will finish it. not us finish it.we will just mess things up. 

<opentext> Phil 1:6 Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: (KJV) 

<opentext> any other questions from today? 
<renewed> o/ 
<opentext> yes cheryl 
<renewed> How can we share a truth of what God has shown us, with a brother or sister, without having it turn into seeking man's approval or puffing ourself up? 

<opentext> 2 Tim 4:16-18 At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: I pray God that it may not be laid to their charge. Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion. And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom: to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.(KJV) 

<opentext> 2Tim 4:16-18 At my first defence I had no one at my side, but all deserted me. May it not be laid to their charge. The Lord, however, stood by me and filled me with inward strength, that through me the Message might be fully proclaimed and that all the Gentiles might hear it; and I was rescued from the lion's jaws. The Lord will deliver me from every cruel attack and will keep me safe in preparation for His heavenly Kingdom. To Him be the glory until the Ages of the Ages! Amen.(weymouth) 

<opentext> it all comes to being confident in what Father asks of us. and not looking at man's face in the midst of what Father asks us to do. that help cheryl? 
<renewed> yes it does thank, and we were also hearing it is maintaining that attitude of thankfulness, realizing that what we were hearing isn't necessarily "ours" but that which Father has shown us? 
<opentext> exactly. if it is ours, we are in trouble 
<renewed> ok, thanks :-)) 
<opentext> we sometimes forget the objective was to drain the swamp, when we are knee deep in alligators 
<renewed> o/ 
<opentext> yes cheryl 
<renewed> larry the other thing that really spoke to me is about our fruit. showing us where we hang out at, where we hang out at puts us in agreement with those people? or were you talking about words here? 

<opentext> 2 Cor 6:17-18Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.(KJV) 

<opentext> our words show others which tree we are hanging from 

<opentext> 1 Cor 15:33 Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners. (KJV) 

<diligently> oh my we love that verse also. both of them PYF 
<renewed> ok, we were thinking about work, and how there are always lists circulated for us to join in on "happy hours" etc and we were thinking to join in was to be in agreement with them 
<opentext> 1Cor 15: Do not deceive yourselves: "Evil companionships corrupt good morals." (weymouth) 

<opentext> Amos 3:3 Can two walk together, except they be agreed? (KJV) 

<opentext> those help cheryl? 
<renewed> yes, they do thanks :-)) 
<helpmate> if we do not come out from among them and be separate. He can not receive us as long as we stay with them. we are not one of His 
<diligently> yes PYF 
<diligently> o/ 
<opentext> yes judy 
<diligently> we one time were some place we knew Father did not want me at. 
<diligently> and we begged Father to please find me if He came. we were so upset inside. 
<opentext> ask Father for forgiveness and move on, we all make mistakes from time to time, the key is to swallow our pride, and seek Father immediately if not sooner for His forgiveness 
<diligently> so, for me, we don’t belong in any place that Father would not want to come with me. right? 

<opentext> 1Thes 5:22 Abstain from all appearance of evil.(KJV) 

<diligently> yes 
<diligently> PYF 
<opentext> that help judy? 
<diligently> yes thank you so 
<opentext> any other questions? 
 

