Bible Study for 31 May, 1999
<opentext> This is the day that the Lord has made, and Father we thank you for that bread which we have need of this day, through Christ Jesus our Lord, the bread of life. 

<opentext> Col 1:1-2, Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timotheus our brother, To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ which are at Colosse: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. (KJV) 

<opentext> It is interesting to note, that Paul does not refer to Timothy as a fellow apostle, but rather as a brother in the Lord. [Phil 1:1, Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, to all]. We can see Paul refer to Timothy as a fellow servant, we can also see him refer to him as a son, but never in reference as an apostle. 

<opentext> 2 Tim 4:5, But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.(KJV) 

<opentext> "To the saints and faithful brethren." I find much similarity in the way Paul addresses as to the way the churches are in the book of Revelation. Can anyone tell me why? 
<renewed> We were wondering if that was because the callings are of God, and it is as they show the fruit of their respective callings, that then the recognition of it is made by others? oops or are you referring to "saints and faithful brethren"? apologize 
<opentext> i guess i threw everyone of a bit, by going from Timothy, into right away asking about "the saints and faithful brethren"  There were saints in all the churches, for until their last breathe they had the opportunity to change. However, as with most places, there are few that can be called faithful brethren. 
<mizpah> Those that held fast? 
<renewed> those that had gone from being milk Christians to meat Christians, and knew the mystery of the gospel? 
<opentext> There are many that have been born again, but few that hold fast their profession of faith until the end. We are suppose to be members of one body, yet most try to maintain their individuality. The more we want to be used by God, the more of a servant we have to become. Yet, how many truly want to accept the role of a servant, don't most usually want to be the master? 
<mizpah> yeh 
<diligently> oh my, yes 
<shama> yes they want to be up on a pedestal 
<renewed> yes they are taught they are to climb to the "top" 
<opentext> Yet, if one is able to see and accept Father's love, it will cause one to be very humble, recognizing all that Father has done for us. 
<diligently> yes 
<opentext> Unless we decrease, that He might increase, how can we remain to be called faithful brethren? 
<renewed><shama> <mizpah> we can't 
<opentext> Do we always give thought or consideration, to what it takes on our part, to remain in that faithful condition? 
<renewed> no, a lot of times we don't 
<shama> no we don't always 
<helpmate> not always 
<mizpah> not really 
<diligently> no we don’t always 

<opentext> Titus 1:9 Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers. (KJV) 

<mizpah> o/ 
<opentext> yes miz 
<mizpah> is gainsayer like the accuser of the brethren? 
<opentext> 483 antilego- 
<opentext> 1) to speak against, to gainsay, to contradict 
<opentext> 2) to oppose oneself to one, to decline to obey him, to declare oneself against him, to refuse to have anything you do with him 

<opentext> or as cheryl said earlier, one that will do anything to get to the top 
<mizpah> ok, thanks 

<opentext> 1 Tim 3:9 Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. (KJV) 

<opentext> 1 Tim 1:19 Holding faith, and a good conscience; which some having put away concerning faith have made shipwreck: (KJV) 

<opentext> Phil 2:16 Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither laboured in vain. (KJV) 

<opentext> Without grace, and our receiving (holding) of it, how can there be peace in ones life? 
<renewed> there can't be <shama> there can't <mizpah> there can't be any peace 
<helpmate> there can't be any <diligently> there can not be 
<opentext> And without a relationship with the Son, there can be no access to Father. 

<opentext> Col 1:2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ which are at Colosse: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. (KJV) 

<opentext> So often we will read over quickly, or glance at these opening verses of an epistle, and miss much of what is being addressed. 
<helpmate> yup 
<mizpah> yes, i have many times 
<opentext> "Grace be to you." How often do we remember, that it is the unmerited favor of God that saves us? 
<helpmate> often, but not often enough 
<renewed> we can forget that very easily at times, when we get "wrapped up" in doing instead of being 
<mizpah> that i remember, because i know it can't be my goodness 
<shama> yes, His grace is always sufficient 
<diligently> we forget at times 
<opentext> We often times forget, that it is the gift of God, and more think that it is something "we deserve". Many try to think that it is our good works that save us, and will gets us home. "For by grace are we saved through faith." How often is it, that we think that what we are doing for the kingdom of God, is of so little value or importance? 
<diligently> we think that many times 
<shama> very often 
<renewed> not anymore :-), but yes there was a time not to long ago that we thought that 
<mizpah> used to quite a bit 
<helpmate> not any more either 
<opentext> Why do we think such things? Why do we entertain such thoughts? 
<diligently> we have no idea as to why we do that. well they are not Fathers thoughts. 
<renewed> before we were taught to think, only those in authority did anything important, or what they did was of any importance. man's teachings 
<mizpah> because we lose our focus and begin to see in the flesh what we are doing instead of what's being accomplished in the spiritual 
<diligently> that we know. soooo 
<helpmate> we forget that confidence that was started within us and let satan come in and try to steal our joy 
<opentext> ahhh, so looking at what everyone else is doing, and so we lose focus on that which Father has asked of us. 
<renewed> that's why I think sometimes people are so "driven to get to the top" 
<mizpah> yes <renewed> yes, exactly 
<opentext> Have you ever stopped to look at, and consider it this way? That just as Father created no one else like you, therefore, there is no one else that can adequately perform the task that Father has asked of you!! 
<renewed> ummm, nope 
<helpmate> hmmmmm 
<shama> no 
<mizpah> no, i sure haven't 
<diligently> no we have not 
<opentext> We often forget, and neglect, to remember and keep fresh in our heart and mind, how special we are to Father. 
<diligently> o/ 
<opentext> yes judy 
<diligently> lately we have been feeling and realizing ,the fact as to just how special we are to Father. we mean really feeling it, and that is very joyful to me. like when we go on walks we feel Father telling me this. 
<opentext> yes, it is a place that we need to get to, for Father to be able to use us, and use us effectively. 
<diligently> it feels like Father is making an effort to let me know this. 
<opentext> A good way of looking at this, is what most office buildings would look like without the janitor. Yet, how often does the janitor get thanked for the job he does? 
<helpmate> not <mizpah> not often <diligently> not very often 
<renewed> no, they usually just get told when they forgot to empty a wastepaper basket :( 
<opentext> Yet, if the office or store gets noticed by the higher ups for how clean it is, who gets the credit? 
<renewed> the store manager 
<helpmate> yup 
<diligently> isn’t that something 
<mizpah> the one's in charge of the janitor 
<opentext> Father makes note of each and every task assigned within His kingdom, and He is the one that will hand out the rewards, and that is what we have to remember. We do not look for our rewards or recognition here. 
<renewed> o/ 
<opentext> yes cheryl 
<renewed> so faithful brethren in this instance, not only means those that hold fast to the profession of their faith, but also those who are faithful in doing all that Father asks of them? 
<opentext> exactly 
<renewed> ah, okay. thanks 
<helpmate> never thought of it that way. we can hold fast, but if we do not do all that He asks, we are not doing His will than either. just like a non-believer? 
<opentext> We have to remember Paul’s letter to Philemon, and would you say that Philemon had been faithful in what he had been asked? Or had he allowed his position to go to his head, lording it over others? 
<buzzzbait> o/ 
<opentext> yes leonard 
<buzzzbait> if Father is in charge of the janitor, then the janitor would not want the credit? 
<opentext> exactly. .and would do his job unto the Lord, and be content, knowing that he had pleased Father 
<renewed> Matthew 7:21? 

<opentext> Matt 7:21-23 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. (KJV) 

<opentext> We have to remember Paul’s letter to Philemon, and would you say that Philemon had been faithful in what he had been asked? Or had he allowed his position to go to his head, lording it over others? 
<helpmate> think he had allowed his position to go to his head 
<renewed> he had let his position go to his head, otherwise Paul would not have had to write the letter to him, in regards to Onesimus 
<shama> he let it go to his head 
<mizpah> He had allowed his position to become greater than the task Father asked of him 
<opentext> Many try to think that it is our good works that save us, and will gets us home. "For by grace are we saved through faith." It is not anything that we could ever do, outside of accepting Father's terms for reconciliation. How often do we remember Father's terms, or do we try to make our own rules as we go? 


<renewed> sometimes we make our own rules as we go 
<shama> our flesh gets in the way at times 
<mizpah> sometimes our rules get in the way 

<opentext> Rom 1:25 Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. (KJV) 

<mizpah> o/ 
<opentext> when we put people on pedestals, we put them above God. We make the creation, of more importance than the Creator. yes miz 
<mizpah> in that verse, does serving the creature means that we become self serving as well 
<opentext> yes, because we put things created, before the Creator 
<mizpah> sometimes we look at that as somebody else instead of including ourselves 
<opentext> even ourselves. 
<mizpah> ok 
<opentext> For many this is a hard thing to do, since they want to base their salvation on their very own accomplishments, they want to say to God, look what I have done. Today, this day, will you allow God to use you for His purpose, that we might be faithful in that which He asks of us? 
<renewed> <helpmate> <shama> <mizpah> yes i will 
<opentext> any questions from today? 
<shama> o/ 
<opentext> yes steph 
<shama> how can we be sure that, the things we are doing, is what Father has asked us to do, or what we have just decided to do ourselves? 
<helpmate> if you have any question at all if it Father asking you to do something or not. we have found in the past that He is not asking you to do it, but me wanting to do it 
<shama> ok 
<opentext> Unless i have the peace of God which passes all understanding. i do not move, or say anything. anyone else here wants to add in, may 
<mizpah> also, it will line up with the Word and be spiritual, not bring glory to us, right? 
<opentext> yes. although at times, people may try to attribute it to us, as they cannot see or hear God. 
<buzzzbait> when we pray for Father to guide us to do his will in the name of Christ Jesus, how could we expect anything other than that to happen 
<helpmate> exactly. it won't shout to the world. look what *I have done 
<opentext> that help steph? 
<shama> thanks, yeah 
<mizpah> o/ 
<opentext> yes miz 
<mizpah> does that go back to whatever we do, should promote The Light, and the only thing they should see from it is Father. 
<opentext> well, that is what we should be presenting, although we already know that all are not going to see Father, and that is where the faithfulness comes in 
<mizpah> not getting puffed up if we get recognition and reminding them it is not i but He? 
<opentext> Jesus Christ, always pointed to Father. when they tried to say Paul was a god, he tore his clothes from himself, to show them he was but flesh and blood 
<mizpah> ok, right 
<opentext> any other questions 



