Channel Bible study Thursday March 14, 2002

<d-g> Father we ask your blessing on this study, as well as all our days and eves, that we would receive your words which are spirit and life, and go forth to be the example of all the believers, following the perfect example of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord

<opentext> Deuteronomy 28:1-2, 1 And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I command thee this day, that the LORD thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth: 2 And all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God. KJV

<opentext> It is upon condition that they diligently hearken to the voice of God (v. 1-2), that they hear God speaking to them by his word, and use their utmost endeavours to acquaint themselves with his will. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<opentext> Even the pills a person has, will not be of any value or assistance, if one does not use them in full compliance with the instructions given for them. God has given us the prescription for spirtual health, as well as eternal life, and one must learn to heed and follow His counsel for proper application and results.

<opentext> Do we always hear (or want to hear) that which God is speaking to us? Or, do we pick and choose that which we "want" to hear and then maybe obey? 

<chosen> sometimes we don't hear Him all the way through

<diligently> there has been times i have done that,but did not realize that was what i was doing.

<opentext> If part or all of the instructions are ignored, what will the results be?

<diligently> death in time

<helpmate> death

<diligently> separation from Father

<chosen> curses rather than blessings

<his> error, go astray, leading to spiritual death

<opentext> Definition for "diligently": 8085  shama` (shaw-mah'); a primitive root; to hear intelligently (often with implication of attention, obedience, etc.; causatively, to tell, etc.): 

<opentext> Note, that it says to hear intelligently. Paul tells us that faith is by hearing, that is that one must hear, and then obey the messaged delivered by the Word of God, Christ. That without this faith, without hearing and complying with His Message, that it is impossible to please Him.

<opentext> Note in verse 1, "to observe and to do all his commandments", just as the writer of Proverbs told us that we should attend to His Word. That we should guard that Word, that authoritative prescription which we hear from Him, as the most precious thing in our life. To hear and then follow the instructions given to us by Him.

<opentext> Even in life, how quickly does the novelty of a new gift wear off?

<his> very soon often

<diligently> soon at times

<chosen> sometimes quite soon

<opentext> So it is vital that one maintains that excitement for the Word. Doing all that they can, to maintain that positive, intimate relationship with the Father.

<opentext> As greg said in the opening prayer, one has to realize, and then maintain that enthusiasm for the fact that His Word is Spirit and it is life, if heard properly, and then followed exactly to how it is presented to you.

<opentext> Interesting to note the way God had the verse transcribed; that first one should hearken diligently to His voice, and then, to observe (John 3:3-5) and do (walking by faith) all that He prescribes to us, for keeping and maintaining one's spiritual well being, which can only happen as one stays in agreement with His commandments.

<opentext> Often times one will hear, but then fail to observe and do. Or, they may only hear a part of the instructions, and thus fail in their observation, and thus not do that which was intended.

<opentext> Have you ever tried to do something, without following the instructions, and then end up with a mess, and have to  start all over?

<chosen> yes

<diligently> yes

<his> yes

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> So we can see the importance of hearkening diligently to His Word, and observing all that it tells us, so that we can do it exactly as God intended.

<opentext> John 14:21, He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him. (KJV)

<opentext> We must not only hear them, but then we must keep them, and guard them as well. Hearing and obeying His Word, is what it is all about. 

<opentext> If one will recall  Paul's description of the shield of faith, (and we know that faith is by hearing and complying with the Message delivered by the Word of God, Christ), then it is able to quench all of the fiery darts of the wicked. However, one must follow the instructions for the authoritative prescription given, in order for it to be totally effective.

<opentext> Thus why the writer in Psalms transcribed to us, "that He sent His Word, and healed us, and delivered us from our destructions".

<opentext> John 12:49-50, For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak. And I know that his commandment (authoritative prescription) is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I speak. (KJV)

<opentext> Learning to follow and comply with the example that Jesus Christ set for us.

<opentext> And we know that earlier in the Gospel of John, Jesus Christ spoke very clearly, that the words that He speaks, are indeed Spirit, and they are life. (John 6:63)

<opentext> [It is the spirit that quickeneth] It is the spiritual sense only of my words that is to be attended to, and through which life is to be attained, <2 Cor. 3:6>. Such only as eat and drink what I have mentioned, in a spiritual sense, are to expect eternal life. (AC)

<opentext> [The flesh profiteth nothing] If ye could even eat my flesh and drink my blood, this would not avail for your salvation. (AC)  

<opentext> These words contain a caution that the hearers should not understand his words in the strict literal sense, as if his body were really BREAD, and as if his flesh and blood were really to be eaten and drank. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> [Are spirit, and they are life.] As my words are to be spiritually understood, so the life they promise is of a spiritual nature: see Dr. Pearce. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> His Word is a prescription for life everlasting, if they are heard in their totality, and followed to the letter (not changing a jot or a tittle).

<opentext> The flesh profits nothing-- those that are in the flesh (so some understand it), that are under the power of a carnal mind, profit not by Christ's discourses; but the Spirit quickeneth-- those that have the Spirit, that are spiritual, are quickened and enlivened by them; (MH)  

<opentext> How often is it, that you hear God's Word, but then rather then hearing His counsel and explanation, one leans to their own understanding (carnal maind)?

<opentext> maind=mind

<chosen> in some things too often

<d-g> usually when one is still hanging on to things of this life

<diligently> have done that,am learning to not lean to my own understanding

<opentext> for they are received ad modum recipientis-- so as to correspond with the state of the receiver's mind. They found fault with Christ's sayings, whereas the fault was in themselves; it is only to sensual minds that spiritual things are senseless and sapless, spiritual minds relish them; see <1 Cor. 2:14-15>. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<opentext> The importance of having one's mind renewed by and through His Word, so that His authoritative prescription can heal whatever it is that is ailing us at that moment.

<opentext> What would happen if you were to take someone elses medicine?

<chosen> it could harm us

<diligently> you could die

<his> it could be lethal

<at-peace> it could harm us

<d-g> might get adverse reaction

<opentext> Yet, how often are we more concerned with what God is doing in someone elses life, rather then hearing and applying the proper prescription  to our own walk?

<diligently> when one has taken there eyes off Father and put it on man

<his> whenever we are not confident of the work He has begun in us

<chosen> when we stop studying for only His approval

<opentext> Today, do not harden your heart, but be open to that which He has prepared for you this day, which He prepared for you, from the foundation of the world.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship

<opentext> It has always overwhelmed me, to know that before the foundation of the world, that Father had planned for me, everythin necessary for this day, so that i could maintain my relationship with Him.

<opentext> (of course that applies for each and every believer)

<his> it is a difficult thing to grasp but am "seeing it" more and more

<his> eyes of understanding

<chosen> a very awsome thought

<d-g> Prov 4:18 But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day. (KJV)

<opentext> Eph 1:4-6 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. (KJV)

<at-peace> lol...was just about to post those verses

<opentext> :-)

<opentext> hard for the physical man to comprehend Father's love, and thus why one must maintain their walk in the Spirit

<at-peace> Eph 3:16-19 KJV  That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man;  (17)  That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love,  (18)  May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height;  (19)  And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.

