Channel Bible Study Monday June 16, 2003
<greg> Father we thank you for your word of grace which is able to build us up, and allow us to see all the spiritual blessings we have been blessed with, I thank you that we are able to partake of your divine nature through Jesus Christ our Lord

<opentext> Ephesians 3:3-4, 3 How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, 4 Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) KJV

<opentext> For God so loved the world that He gave; but, how many truly comprehend what Father has given to us?

<opentext> Even for us, how easy is it to take for granted that which we have been given? That which has been made available to us?

<opentext> Definition for revelation:  602  apokalupsis (ap-ok-al'-oop-sis); from 601; disclosure: 1) a laying bear, making naked  2) a disclosure of truth, an instruction  a) concerning things before unknown  b) used of events by which things or states or persons hitherto withdrawn from view are made visible to all  3) manifestation, appearance (Thayer's)
<opentext> How many really comprehend what has been revealed? It is one thing to see that Father has revealed something to us, but quite another to come to His understanding of it.

<opentext> We are not to lean to our own understanding, yet how often does our own reasoning get in the way of hearing, seeing, or comprehending the simplicity of the gospel of Christ?

<chosen> it does at times

<diligently> the mind does ( flesh) make things hard at times

<at-peace> as often as we allow it to

<disciple> sometimes the flesh blocks the spiritual ears and eyes
<opentext> How often when it does not fit our understanding, does one then doubt, or hesitate at doing that which Father asks?
<disciple> that happens sometimes

<greg> as long as there is peace, then it should be acted on

<opentext> A good example of this, is how Father has shown us that His children are the apples of gold in the pictures of silver; yet, how hard is it for you to see yourself as that special to God? As His masterpiece?

<disciple> it is getting easier, as i listen more and more to Father's voice and hear His Words

<diligently> daily we grow unto Father in all things

<greg> the more one draws close to God, the easier it is to see the picture

<opentext> God is a Spirit, and those that worship Him, fellowship with Him, must do so in Spirit and in truth. Thus why these things are revealed only by and through His Spirit. This is the spiritual relationship Father wants to have with His children.

<opentext> Exactly greg, as to draw closer to Father, one has to allow Father to lead them and guide them into operating in the Spirit.
<opentext> Have you noticed when one has the hardest time fellowshipping with Father, is when the lower nature clouds or blurs the vision?
<disciple> yes, and that is when we should be fellowshipping the most

<chosen> yes

<diligently> yes
<opentext> Now, even though it was revealed to Paul, the mystery of Christ, he is not able to reveal it to anyone else. Paul is able to point us to it, he is able to give us a description of it, but ultimately, it is God who has to reveal it to us. Yet, how often does one look to some other person to reveal the deep things of God to us?
<disciple> at times when one does not have the confidence that they can hear from Father clearly

<chosen> maybe when one is avoiding Father

<opentext> Ultimately, it has to be Father's voice that one hears, regardless of the vessel Father uses to present the revelation. One has to seek Father, that the eyes of their understanding be enlightened. How much  patience and diligence does this take?

<disciple> much
<diligently> we are to seek Father with all our heart , soul, mind (love)

<chosen> much
<opentext> Does one always wait patiently, for Father to uncover that which He has for us, in His time, or does one put time limits on Him?

<disciple> impatience sometimes win out

<diligently> am learning daily to wait patiently

<chosen> can be easy for the flesh to get impatient
<greg> letting patience have its perfect work, that we may be lacking nothing
<opentext> Now also note in the beginning verses, that Paul also said as he wrote in a few words, in regards to the mystery.

<opentext> Montgomery New Testament

<opentext> Ephesians 3:4  By reading what I have written, you can judge of my insight into that secret truth of Christ
<opentext> Have you ever noticed as Father begins to reveal something to you, how hard of a time you have trying to describe what you are seeing to anyone else, until it becomes settled in your heart?
<chosen> yes

<disciple> yes

<diligently> yes, that is why Father asks we be slow to speak

<opentext> Now, another thing one must understand, is that when Father wants us to share

 something, that often times one will hesitate, because what they are then hearing, is not at all as it

 was when Father uncovered it to us. Yet, how often does one want to share it, exactly as it was

 revealed to them?
<disciple> yes, excitement overrides sometimes, and we want to just bubble it out

<diligently> have wanted this at times
<opentext> Since each of us is unique, then each of us has different requirements for the eyes of our understanding to be enlightened. Each of us will see things through a bit of a different prism. Thus why we have to learn to speak that which we hear the Father speak.
<opentext> Father knows that which we have need of, to pull back a bit more of the flesh, to be able to see more clearly in the Spirit.
<opentext> Thus why Paul say to continue in the faith, grounded and settled. Allow His Word to be planted firmly in your heart, and then be quick to nurture and maintain it on a constant and consistent basis. Allowing the seed to grow within us, without trying to dig it up so we can determine if progress has been made.
<opentext> How often do you think Father should be quicker with the work within you?
<diligently> when the work has been painful for me ( my flesh)

<chosen> sometimes have wanted that
<opentext> It has been made known! Now, it is a matter of you allowing the lower nature to be taken out of the way, taken out of the picture, so that you are able to see more clearly your place within the body of Christ.
<opentext> What will you allow Father to uncover for you this day, and you will seek His interpretation of it?

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?
<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship
<opentext> so often we want God to reveal Himself to us, just as He did to someone else, rather then allowing Father to present it to us as only He can for where we are in our walk
