Channel Bible Study Monday December 23, 2002

<chosen> Father we thank you for your Word, that remains faithful and true, and for that which you have to show us within it at this time... we are thankful that your Spirit is able to guide us into all truth as we keep our hearts and minds open to your voice this day, through the gift of Christ Jesus our Lord

<opentext> The gift of God, is eternal life for all those that will hear and obey the conditions given for this promise. Yet, how often does one take this gift for granted?
<diligently> have done that at times

<chosen> when i am not thankful

<opentext> How often does one lightly regard this gift?

<greg> whenever the cares of this life become more of a priority

<helpmate> any time one does not study to show themself approved of Father

<chosen> when i forget the blessings

<opentext> John 3: 16.   "For God loved the world so much that He gave His Only Son, so that anyone who trusts in Him may never perish but have eternal life. 17.  For God sent His Son into the world, not to pass sentence on it, but that the world through Him might be saved. 18.  Whoever trusts in Him is never to come up for judgment, but whoever does not trust in Him has already received his sentence, because ​he has not trusted in the name of God's only Son​. (Williams NT)​

<opentext> For God so loved the world, that He gave His Son as the sacrifice that would bring reconciliation, to any that would hear the Message His Son  delivered. Then a matter of having trust and confidence in that which He spoke, knowing that He is capable of fulfilling all that He said.

<opentext> Once one is able to begin to see this, then they must remember that he also said that the gates of hell should not prevail against His church. Regardless of what the physical circumstances may try to dictate to you, you must remember that greater is He that is in you, then he that is in this world.

<opentext> What one must also keep in mind, that the devil and his workers thought they had defeated Him, because that is what all of the outward or physical signs pointed to. Yet, for those that know God, that hear His voice, know that indeed He is risen, and ever making intercession for those that serve the Father through Him.

<opentext> John 14: 23.  Jesus answered him, "If anyone really loves me, he will observe my teaching, and my Father will love him, and both of us will come in face-to-face fellowship with him; yes, we will make our special dwelling place with him. 24.  Whoever does not really love me does not observe my teaching; and yet the teaching which you are listening to is not mine but comes from the Father who has sent me. (Williams NT)

<opentext> Jesus Christ said, that if you love Him, you will keep His commandments. This is the only way that one is able to reciprocate Father's love that is acceptable to Him, as well as pleasing to Him.
<opentext> The gift of God is eternal life. Yet, how often is one ashamed of this gift?

<diligently> His word says if we deny Him He will deny us.

<greg> whenever we seek the approval of others and not the honor that comes from God

<helpmate> it should be as the pearl of great price

<opentext> Do you always let people know how valuable and precious this gift is to you?

<diligently> yes, but to Father i may fall short at times.

<helpmate> not always

<at-peace> if we are allowing the light of the gospel of Christ shine forth from us, then we would be

<greg> we should always be ready to give an answer to any that would ask, whether its by word or conduct, being a written epistle known and read of all

<opentext> do not assume that you fall short, unless you hear Father correct you, and let you know that is the case.

<opentext> Each person must remember, that each of us is totally unique, therefore the love of God will be manifest differently through each of us.

<opentext> Do you rejoice when you see this gift manifest in others?

<helpmate> yes

<diligently> yes

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> John 5:  43. I have come in my Father's name, but you refuse to accept me.  If anyone else should come in his own name, you would accept him. 44.  How can you believe, you who are always accepting honor from one another, but never seek the honor that comes from the one God? (Williams NT)

<opentext> The grand obstacle to the salvation of the scribes and Pharisees was their pride, vanity, and self-love. They lived on each other's praise. (AC)

<opentext> If they had acknowledged Christ as the only teacher, they must have given up the good opinion of the multitude; and they chose rather to lose their souls than to forfeit their reputation among men! This is the ruin of millions. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

Phil 2:5-8 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.KJV
<opentext> Jesus Christ always did those things which pleased the Father, regardless of who was with Him, or against Him.

<opentext> The ultimate example for us to follow; to pattern our lives after.

<opentext> How would you respond, if you worked for months to get someone a gift, and then after you had given it to the person, you observed that after the first week or two, they no longer showed interest or value in the gift?

<diligently> sad, heavy hearted

<chosen^> disappointed

<diligently> yes, disappointed

<helpmate> crushed

<opentext> It should not matter or make a difference with us, with what others are doing with the gift of God; it all comes down to what are you doing with it!

<helpmate> we all have to work out our own salvation

<opentext> Weymouth's New Testament

<opentext> 2 Corinthians 4:7  But we have this treasure in a fragile vase of clay, in order that the surpassing greatness of the power may be seen to belong to God, and not to originate in us.

<opentext> It is in Christ, that one is able to do all that Father asks of  them. Apart from Him, we can do nothing that is pleasing to Him.

<opentext> How precious is His gift to you yet, this day? This is the question we all need to remind ourselves with, so that we remember what we have been given; where we are going; and what it will take on our part to arrive there safely.

<opentext> And taking the shield of faith (the Message brought to you by Christ) with which "you" shall be able to quench, to extinguish all of the firey darts and lies of the devil with the living waters, that flow from the throne of God and the Lamb.

<opentext> Will you treasure and value His gift today?

<chosen^> yes

<at-peace> yes

<diligently> yes, with all my heart

<helpmate> yes

<matti> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<greg> o/ a comment

<opentext> ok greg

<greg> 2 Cor 10:12

<greg> 12
For we dare not make ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves with some that

 commend themselves: but they measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves

 among themselves, are not wise.


<greg> (KJV)

<greg> anytime we take the gift, and try and use it in any other way it was not intended for, it will not work properly

<opentext> always acknowledging Christ at work in us and through us...very good point

<opentext> any other questions or comments

<greg> and especially at this time of year when many are following traditions rather than taking the shield of faith and hearing what is applicable to their walk

<opentext> man sets aside days and weeks and months and years...so that the flesh has something to revel in, rather then trusting a God they cannot see or hear

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> apologize for cutting you off brother

<opentext> yes charlene

<greg> i have always considered it a warning, if the world is doing something, it cant be of God

<greg> lol  pardon, just rambling here

<at-peace> comparing ourselves to the Word (Christ) 

<at-peace> 2 Cor 13:5 Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates? KJV

<at-peace> do we line up in accordance with the Word of God

<opentext> being in earnest and prompt, to hear Father's approval.....having taken the time to rightly divide the Word of truth...thus no reason to be ashamed when we stand before Him

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<greg> 1 Cor 11:28-30 But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.
For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's body. For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep. (KJV)

<greg> if people spent more time examining themselves instead of copying others, we wouldnt see so many weak and sickly christians

<greg> rightly dividing the word of truth

<opentext> a few things for the body to keep in heart and mind...mike and mariannes uncle had a heart attack yesterday, judy is traveling later this week, keep our brother matti in prayer that he will hear Father clearly on what Father would have him do....rejoice with bruce and steph in the sale of their house...

<opentext> if nothing else...we will open the channel for fellowship

