Channel Bible Study Monday August 4, 2003

<chosen> we thank you Father for the blessing of this time to come before you to learn more of your Word.... as we seek you first this day with our whole heart we know that you will enlighten the eyes of our understanding, so that we may grow in the knowledge of your Son and our Lord Christ Jesus....and we pray that we will keep you as our focus this day, pleasing to you in all things, through the strength of Christ
<opentext> Matt 6:33-34, 33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. 34 Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. (KJV)

<opentext> Note...but you (not concerned with what anyone else is doing) seek first your union or harmony with God.

<opentext> definition for first:

<opentext> 4412  proton (pro'-ton);

<opentext> neuter of 4413 as adverb (with or without 3588); firstly (in time, place, order, or importance):<opentext> KJV-- before, at the beginning, chiefly (at, at the) first (of all).
<opentext> If, we always kept first in time, place and order our relationship with God, would one get themselves in the predicaments that they do?

<his> no;<chosen> no;<diligently> no;<disciple> no
<opentext> 

<opentext> Matthew 6:33  But make His Kingdom and righteousness your chief aim, and then these things shall all be given you in addition. (Weymouth's New Testament)
<opentext> In order to aim a rifle, one has to use one eye in order to be able to properly focus on the target. In establishing and maintaining our relationship with God, our sight, our purpose has to be single, that is focused in and on the mark of the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.
<opentext> What happens to our vision, our aim, if we allow something to distract from our chief aim?

<his> we miss the mark

<disciple> we will not reach that goal

<chosen> a blurred vision

<at-peace> becomes blurred and the mark is no longer in clear view

<diligently> yes, all good answers same

<opentext> Those that worship or fellowship with Father, must do so in Spirit and in truth. God is a Spirit, and so to seek first His kingdom, one must be operating in His Spirit.
<opentext> Doesn't one's vision usually become blurred, when trying to observe the way by trying to operate in both the physical and spiritual realms?
<disciple> yes;<chosen> yes;<his> yes..doublemindedness;<diligently> yes

<mike_> yes, forgetting about hearing
<opentext> And those that are in the flesh, are not able to please God. So we can see why the Lord said, to seek first, always the top priority, the kingdom of God. And to accomplish this, one must be willing to set aside all of the influences of the flesh, and operate in and by His Spirit.

<opentext> Faith, my ability to hear, believe and trust God, is developed by my attentiveness to the Message once delivered by and through Christ Jesus.
<mike_> continually

<opentext> If our attentiveness to the Message is hit or miss, what will my walk resemble?
<disciple> a drunk man trying to walk a straight line

<diligently> the same

<at-peace> double minded man is unstable in all his ways

<his> it will be ziz zag at best

<mike_> all of the above

<opentext> In other words, if we only listen when we feel like it or want to, what happens to our

 relationship with God?

<his> it goes cold

<disciple> it will not be stable or steady...we began to become dull of hearing

<diligently> we need to always hear and get our answers from Father in all things , big and little

<chosen> selfishness creeps in so we will put only ourself first

<mike_> forget what manner of man i am

<opentext> good answers

<opentext> Matt 7:21-23 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. (KJV)

<opentext> Would you say that this would be descriptive of those who only give partial attention to the Message, and then think that these few things they do half-heartedly will get them into the kingdom?

<disciple> yes;<chosen> yes;<his> yes;<mike_> yes;<diligently> yes
<opentext> Seek first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness. Why should we do this? Does one always remember, that in spite of all of man's short-comings, God made a way of reparation (act of making amends for a wrong, injury;2 that which is done by way of amends) for us?
<disciple> not always, but if we stay close to Father, we always would

<diligently> Father wishes that none will perish

<chosen> we should want to do this out of our love for Him... we are not our own, we were bought with a price

<mike_> He is not asking us to physically nail ourselves to a cross... but rather to bear our cross by seeking Him first.

<diligently> yes, keeping HIm first and in all we do

<diligently> without seeking Him first in all we do, it will be of no good

<his> if we don't know who Christ is, He won't be able to vouch for us before Father

<opentext> God sought first a relationship with us. Thus why the writer tells us, that we are only able to love Him, when we first recognize His great love for us, that was there long before we loved Him.

<opentext> very good answers....seeking Him FIRST. Our as Paul tells us to think on these things.

<opentext> Yet, how hard is it, how much of a battle is it to keep our focus where it first belongs?

<disciple> it depends on whether we allow external circumstances to distract us, or if things are just going along smoothly

<mike_> at times, I can tell by the words that come out of my mouth... that my aim has gotten off.

<his> constant battle...sometimes appears overwhelming..then i have let things slip

<diligently> it does not have to be hard, His word says it is simple. the simplicity that is in Christ
<chosen> satan will always be tempting us with fleshly desires to try to distract us

<diligently> the devil  wants to always make it hard for us

<opentext> One often fails to hear, that Paul tells us after 20+ years of walking with the Lord, that it was a constant battle to keep under the body and bring it into subjection to the Spirit.
<opentext> Now, another thing we have to keep in mind when looking at the main verse for study, seeking first the kingdom of God, is that Jesus of Nazareth is plainly telling us what He had to do, to be pleasing to Father.
<opentext> He had to seek first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness, Christ, in order to

 maintain His focus in spite of what the external circumstances attempted to dictate.

<opentext> Luke 17:21, Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you. (KJV)
<opentext> We have an unction of the Holy One, and we know all things. For within us dwells all the fulness of the Godhead.
<opentext> Yet, how often does one seek man's wisdom over God's?
<disciple> i am continually learning to listen to Father...seek His wisdom and counsel before anybody else

<diligently> Father teaches me daily to trust in Him with all my heart, soul, and mind. doing only as He asks and in His order

<opentext> Today, will God and His kingdom, His realm be your first priority?  Any questions or

 comments from today's study?

<his> yes;<diligently> yes;<mike_> yes;<at-peace> yes
<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship...and will have the studies out as soon as i get it edited
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