Channel Bible Study Monday August 11, 2003
<greg> Father  we give you thanks and praise for another day of service, we seek those things which are above, letting your word to be true this day through Jesus Christ our Lord
<opentext> Col 3:1-2 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.  Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. (KJV)
<opentext> Note, that Paul starts it off, "IF" you be risen with Christ! We are supposed to be risen with Christ, however, does one always portray that?
<disciple> not always

<chosen> haven't always set the proper example of the believer that i should

<diligently> not always
<opentext> Faith, the ability to see and operate in the new creation in Christ. Lack of faith, leaves one in constant doubt and question of God and His promises. Thus, why one has to be able to see

 themselves risen with Christ. That all of Father's promises are yea and amen.
<opentext> Eph 2:5-6, 5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: (KJV)
<opentext> The key is, are you allowing the grace and mercy of God into your life, that it may operate in your life?
<disciple> yes;<chosen> yes;<diligently> yes

<opentext> Many people talk about it, but how many really live it? If one is not living it, can they really be risen with Christ?
<disciple> no, they cannot

<chosen> no... it would only be head knowledge, not a way of life

<diligently> no
<opentext> Even the world says that talk is cheap. Jesus Christ said that we are to pick up the cross, and come follow Him. The people hated Him because of the life that He lived and lives. Can a real believer expect anything different?

<chosen> no;<diligently> no;<disciple> nope
<opentext> Gal 2:20, I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. (KJV)

<opentext> I am crucified with Christ. Quit concerning yourself with what anyone or everyone else is doing. Work our your own salvation with reverence and respect for God.
<opentext> Each and every step of our walk here, we have the choice to choose between life and

 death, to operate in Christ, or apart from Him. Thus, why it is so important to note that Paul says that we are to seek those things which are above.
<opentext> And one has to remember that the above here that Paul is referring to, is not in the physical realm or nature, which is why he specifies that the things above that we are to be seeking, is where Christ is presently seated.
<opentext> In this present evil world, many do look to above for help...but they are looking for some help from outer space, the heavens below God's realm.

<opentext> Thus why we are to seek those things that are above, above all principality and power, where the victorious Christ rules and reigns.

<opentext> Rom 8:6, For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. (KJV)
<opentext> As a man thinks in his heart, so will he be. The importance of what the heart and mind is renewed with. This will determine where ones focus is at. Thus why Paul tells us to think on the attributes of Christ.
<opentext> If one looks at the circumstances, will they operate as they should in Christ? Will they be able to see themselves as seated in the heavenlies in Him?
<disciple> no;<mike_> no;<chosen> no;<diligently> no
<opentext> Phil 3:20, For our conversation (citizenship) is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: (KJV)
<opentext> Now, conversation in this verse actually refers to citizenship. Do you talk and act like a citizen of heaven? Are you recognized as one of His by your life?
<opentext> Prov 13:2-3, 2 A man shall eat good by the fruit of his mouth: but the soul of the

 transgressors shall eat violence. 3 He that keepeth his mouth keepeth his life: but he that openeth

 wide his lips shall have destruction. (KJV)
<opentext> The Lord tells us that by our words we are justified, or by our words we will be condemned. Those that are risen with Him, will speak those things that a citizen of heaven do. After all, we are either with Him or against Him!
<opentext> Do you think Jesus Christ, by the way He lived and talked, stood out from those around Him?
<diligently> yes;<at-peace> yes;<chosen> yes;<mike_> yes;<disciple> yes
<opentext> Jesus Christ plainly tells us, that His kingdom is not of this world, and why Paul tells us that we are to be risen with Him. So then why do people try so hard to be identified with this world?
<diligently> for most it is all they know

<chosen> wanting to be accepted by those people around them, rather than striving to be accepted by Father

<diligently> the devil has blinded the eyes of them

<disciple> training by the world to live like the world, and are too comfortable to change
<opentext> Prov 18:20-21, 20 A man's belly shall be satisfied with the fruit of his mouth; and with the increase of his lips shall he be filled. 21 Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof. (KJV)
<opentext> Today, where do your words portray you as being at, a citizen of earth, or one of heaven?
<chosen> of heaven

<diligently> one of my Fathers , of heaven

<disciple> i am a citizen of heaven

<at-peace> in Christ (heaven)

<mike_> heaven

<davek> joint heirs

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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