Channel Bible Study Monday April 8, 2002

<his> Father, than You for the blessing of this opportunity to gather before You through Christ Jesus Our Lord and Savior to learn more of You. Thank You that You have already prepared that which You know we have need of this day to apply Your Word to our lives and be and remain obedient to You.

<opentext> Do you believe that which God says within His Word, or do you pick and choose only that which is appealing to you?

<opentext> Deuteronomy 28:1, And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I command thee this day, that the LORD thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth: KJV

<opentext> Definition for "hearken shalt thou": 8085  shama` (shaw-mah'); a primitive root; to hear intelligently (often with implication of attention, obedience, etc.; causatively, to tell, etc.): as a verb: 1) to hear, to listen to, to obey a) (Qal)  1) to hear (perceive by ear)  2) to hear of or concerning  3) to hear (have power to hear)  4) to hear with attention or interest, to listen to  5) to understand (language)  6) to hear (used of judicial cases) 7) to listen, to give heed  a) to consent, to agree.

<opentext> Definition for "diligently": 8085  shama` (shaw-mah'); a primitive root; to hear intelligently (often with implication of attention, obedience, etc.; causatively, to tell, etc.): as a verb: 1) to hear, to listen to, to obey a) (Qal)  1) to hear (perceive by ear)  2) to hear of or concerning  3) to hear (have power to hear)  4) to hear with attention or interest, to listen to  5) to understand (language)  6) to hear (used of judicial cases) 7) to listen, to give heed  a) to consent, to agree.

<opentext> So, let's put this into proper perspective by what we can see from the definitions of the words (thou shalt hearken, and diligently) listed above. 

<opentext> Since they both are from the same root word, and both are implying the importance of hearing and obeying God's authoritative prescription for whatever ails us. Thou shalt hearken diligently (to listen intently, and then to obey in full compliance) unto the voice of the LORD thy God.

<opentext> How often is it that one will hear, but not obey that which they hear?

<his> when we listen to the excuses of the flesh

<diligently> not often, but was a time our hearing was not very good.

<chosen> when we have our own agenda and let self dictate.... rather than being a child of God

<opentext> 1. It is upon condition that they diligently hearken to the voice of God (v. 1-2), that they hear God speaking to them by his word, and use their utmost endeavors to acquaint themselves with his will. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<opentext> Would a good answer be, "when we consider our will more important then His will?

<chosen> yes

<his> yes

<diligently> yes

<at-peace> yes

<helpmate> yes, thinking more highly than we ought about ourselves

<opentext> God gives us conditions with His Word and His will...."if" we comply, "then" the blessings will follow!

<opentext> 2. Upon condition that they observe and do all his commandments (and in order to obedience there is need of observation) and that they keep the commandments of God  and walk in his ways. Not only do them for once, but keep them for ever; not only set out in his ways, but walk in them to the end. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<opentext> I like the way Henry says, not only do them once, but then continue in them. How often do we see people do that which God asks of them "once", and consider that they have fulfilled all?

<chosen> know a few people like that

<diligently> have seen that often, they become forgetful hearers.

<his> most do

<opentext> "If", you continue in the Word!

<opentext> 3. Upon condition that they should not go aside either to the right hand or to the left, either to superstition on the one hand, or profaneness on the other; and particularly that they should not go after other gods, which was the sin that of all others they were most prone to, and God would be most displeased with. (MH)  

<opentext> Let them take care to keep up religion, both the form and power of it, in their families and nation, and God would not fail to bless them. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<opentext> As Paul tells us in Romans, that faith is by hearing (listening intently), and by hearing (giving audience to) the Word of God.

<opentext> Rom 10:17  And this proves that faith {comes} from a Message heard, and that the Message comes through its having been spoken by Christ. (Weymouth translation)

<opentext> The opposite of this (faith) would then be as it shows us in the following verse.

<opentext> Deut 28:15, But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe to do all his commandments and his statutes which I command thee this day; that all these curses shall come upon thee, and overtake thee: (KJV)

<opentext> Having viewed the bright side of the cloud, which is towards the obedient, we have now presented to us the dark side, which is towards the disobedient. If we do not keep God's commandments, we not only come short of the blessing promised, but we lay ourselves under the curse, which is as comprehensive of all misery as the blessing is of all happiness. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<opentext> I. The equity of this curse. It is not a curse causeless, nor for some light cause; God seeks not occasion against us, nor is he apt to quarrel with us. That which is here mentioned as bringing the curse is, (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<opentext> Despising God, refusing to hearken to his voice (v. 15), which bespeaks the highest contempt imaginable, as if what he said were not worth the heeding, or we were not under any obligation to him. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<opentext> In a court room, what does a judge say, if one talks out of turn, or tries to set their own rules?

<diligently> they are booted out.

<helpmate> you are contempt of court

<his> fines or imprisons the person who did it for contempt

<opentext> So then, when one speaks against the Supreme ruler of the universe, in His court room, one seldom gives thought to the consequences that will follow.

<opentext> Disobeying him, not doing his commandments, or not observing to do them. None fall under his curse but those that rebel against his command.  (authoritative prescription) (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<opentext> In the military, when one does not follow the orders, it is called derelection of duty. When we ignore God's Word, one the is derelect to the commands of God, their Caommander in Chief.

<opentext> In a time of war, one can be put to death for that.

<opentext> Deserting him. "It is because of the wickedness of thy doings, not only whereby thou hast slighted me, but whereby thou hast forsaken me," v. 20. God never casts us off till we first cast him off. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<opentext> It is not until we rebel against His Word, that one places themselves in danger of eternal damnation. One must remember that God so loved the world, that He gave a way of escape for us, from the transgression of Adam. Now, one can either comply with His details for avoiding the punishment, or they can walk in rebellion to Him.

<opentext> In the verses that we have looked at today, obedience takes a diligent effort, to hear, comprehend and obey the commands which He has placed before us, in order to remain in agreement with Him.

<opentext> To disobey, one puts forth little or no effort, to hear the instructions given, or to comply with them.

<opentext> Titus 1:15-16 Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing pure; but even their mind and conscience is defiled. They profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate. (KJV)

<opentext> The choice we have to make every moment, every step of the way on our journey here; to hear and obey God's will for us, or to rebel against it. It  is a decision only you can make for your life. If it is made by the leading of the Holy Spirit, by allowing Him to lead and guide you into all truth, then there will be life.

<opentext> Today, you have the choice of which path you will follow. No one else can make the decision for you (although many will try to influence your decision).

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<chosen> o/

<opentext> yes steph

<chosen> was thinking about how we are being stubborn when we fail to hear and obey that which He asks of us, and was reminded of these verses.....

<chosen> 1 Sam 15:22-23 And Samuel said, Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king. (KJV)

<chosen> we dont often see it as being idolatry, but thats what it is

<opentext> yes, and when operating in the flesh, by our own will, one will justify it by saying it is only a little sin. they only rebelled a little bit. they were only stubborn for a little while.

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship, and i pray everyone was fed in today's study
<opentext> in 1 sam 15:22...the word "obey”, is the same root word as thou shalt hearken, or diligently.

1Sa 15:10-23 - Repentance in God is not a change of mind, as it is in us, but a change of method. The change was in Saul; "He is turned back from following me." Hereby he made God his enemy. Samuel spent a whole night in pleading for Saul. The rejection of sinners is the grief of believers: God delights not in their death, nor should we. Saul boasts to Samuel of his obedience. Thus sinners think, by justifying themselves, to escape being judged of the Lord. The noise the cattle made, like the rust of the silver, Jam_5:3, witnessed against him. Many boast of obedience to the command of God; but what means then their indulgence of the flesh, their love of the world, their angry and unkind spirit, and their neglect of holy duties, which witness against them? See of what evil covetousness is the root; and see what is the sinfulness of sin, and notice that in it which above any thing else makes it evil in the sight of the Lord; it is disobedience: "Thou didst not obey the voice of the Lord." Carnal, deceitful hearts, like Saul, think to excuse themselves from God's commandments by what pleases themselves. It is hard to convince the children of disobedience. But humble, sincere, and conscientious obedience to the will of God, is more pleasing and acceptable to him than all burnt-offering and sacrifices. God is more glorified and self more denied, by obedience than by sacrifice. It is much easier to bring a bullock or lamb to be burned upon the altar, than to bring every high thought into obedience to God, and to make our will subject to his will. Those are unfit and unworthy to rule over men, who are not willing that God should rule over them. (Matthew Henry Concise Commentary)

<opentext> how are you doing today graeme?

<his> blessed by study....it gets clearer : obedience = hearing PLUS listening PLUS doing....and Father asks us to work hard (through Christ) at all of three parts 
<opentext> it is exciting, as Father opens more and more of His Word to us....

<opentext> yes, most people do not equate hearing, with compliance as well

<his> much study is wearying to the flesh

<opentext> i am beginning to think, that the weariness comes in, as we try to get our own understanding out of the way, so that the light of His glorious gospel is able to be the standard which we live by

<his> yes

<opentext> ever have the flesh complain, as Fathe ropens more to us, and the flesh complains that we now have another thing to deal with (if that makes sense)

<opentext> to me, that is where much of the weariness of the flesh comes in

<his> that is execty where i am at...but didn't know how to express it without digging in the boneyard and rationalizing 

<opentext> lol

<his> so Father reminded me of a verse

<opentext> the same thing happens when we try to get ahead of God, that weariness comes in, because we are then operating in and on our own strength

<his> 11  Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content php 4.11 kjv

<opentext> both to be hungry, and to be full...

<opentext> being satisifed with the daily bread He has given us, and at the same time, eager (but not ahead) for God to reveal more of Himself to us

<opentext> how are you doing today matti?

<matti> i won't say anything...i am not sure

<opentext> Phil 1:6 Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: (KJV)

<opentext> our relationship with Father is based in and on the Word....therefore our confidence is in the work He is doing in us, not by what other people say or think

<chosen> was just thinking of these verses in looking over todays study.........

<chosen> Luke 6:46-48 And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say? Whosoever cometh to me, and heareth my sayings, and doeth them, I will shew you to whom he is like: He is like a man which built an house, and digged deep, and laid the foundation on a rock: and when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently upon that house, and could not shake it: for it was founded upon a rock. (KJV)

<at-peace> diligently hearkening.... doing it His way or chosing to do it our way

<chosen> one of the definitions of "doeth" is to "yield"

<chosen> yes yielding to His commandments

<chosen> we can't call Him Lord, if we are just hearing and not obeying

<chosen> if we are not diligently hearkening to His voice then it would be a half hearted effort, and so double minded...wouldnt it?

<at-peace> without Christ we would be unstable

<at-peace> yes

<diligently> house divided

<chosen> we can hear...but not obey that which we hear so our heart would be divided

<chosen> half hearted

<diligently> yup

