Bible Study Wednesday September 19, 2001

<greg> Father we thank you for this day, and our gathering together unto you this day, we ask for your bread of life this day which will feed the spirit man, and allow us to become partakers of your divine nature this day through Jesus Christ our Lord

<greg> 2 Tim 4:2Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. 3For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 4And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 5But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.  (KJV)

<greg> we talked this week about season, being instant in and out, and as we notice here in the verses, that as you preach this word, as you stay more consistent and steadfast in the faith, there will be opposition

<greg> and not only will all not endure sound doctrine, they will turn to other doctrines and ways of reaching the throne of God, which as we remember that any other way is described as a thief and a robber

<greg> and we are exhorted ourselves again, to watch in all things, to endure afflictions, the work of an evangelist is nothing more than one who spreads the good news of the gospel, whether in word or lifestyle

<greg> and the way we can make full proof of our ministry, is to be able to back it up, whether in word or deed, being a doer of the word and not a hearer only

<greg> Mark 4:16And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they have heard the word, immediately receive it with gladness; 17And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the word's sake, immediately they are offended.

(KJV)

<greg> and though many do endure for a time, or a season, there is no consistency, they haven’t allowed the word to take root, and once a little opposition arises, its time to run the other way

<greg> suddenly it doesn’t feel as good as it did before, this stuff about taking up my own cross daily, dying to self just doesn’t look and sound so appealing anymore

<greg> 1 Pet 1:6Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations: 7That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: (KJV)

<greg> there are going to be times of trials, heaviness at times, though the spirit is willing, the flesh can be weak and have a tendency to focus more on outward circumstances and not the inward 

<greg> the question is for all of us, are you willing to endure these to the end, are you going to continue to be instant, to preach the word, no matter how or what the physical dictates

<greg> 1 Pet 5:9Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world. 10But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.  (KJV)

<greg> and as we notice in these verses, none of these sufferings are going to be long lasting, they are referred to as a while, season

<greg> especially when one resists steadfast in the faith, the quicker you are to respond in the spirit, being instant, the less you are going to be pulled down by these distractions

<greg> thus why the word says we should resist the devil, and then he will flee, but if we give him a comfortable resting place, and allow his lies and distractions to take up residency in us, it will be a heaviness

<greg> the point is basically, is that its not that we are trying to avoid the persecutions and afflictions, but rather how are you going to handle them, are you allowing the truth to set you free or are you entangled in the affairs of this life

<greg> 1 Pet 2:19For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully. 20For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God. (KJV)

<greg> and though others may turn to fables, and then turn on us, it is imperative that we continue in the faith, grounded and settled, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel

<greg> 2 Cor 4:17For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; 18While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.  (KJV)

<greg> our affliction are a lot lighter, when we don’t try and carry the burdens ourselves, casting all our care upon Him, and let Him do the caring for us

<greg> and the quicker you are to preach the word, putting the word on the scene, the less likely you are going to be pulled down and overcharged with the cares of this life

<greg> Ps 1:2But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. 3And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.  (KJV)

<greg> a tree endures all kinds of weather, winds, storms, floods, and yet through it all it still brings forth fruit

<greg> and by being instant, partaking of the living waters, we to will continue to bring forth the fruit of the spirit, and not the storms of this life to uproot 

<greg> any questions or comments today, i will end at this point for today

<Faithful> o/

<greg> go ahead jaimie

<Faithful> verse to share

<Faithful> 1 Pet 3:17For it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing, than for evil doing (KJV)

<greg> the more mature we get in our walk, the more of the childish things we have put away, and thus makes it easier to endure these sufferings when they are for the good we have done and not the evil

<greg> Heb 12:7If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not? 8But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons. (KJV)

<greg> even chastening, though at the time and for a season it seems dreadful to the flesh, it is to our benefit for those that are willing to endure it

<helpmate> Heb 12:11Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.  (KJV)

<greg> and as we grow and mature in our walk, another definition for chastening is instruction, so as we grow and mature in the word, it isn’t always so harsh as we learn to adhere more to the spirit than the flesh

<greg> lol i am repeating myself there

<at-peace> must have needed to be repeated :-)

<diligently> yes, just what we heard

<greg> and even the times of trials of our faith, the more built up in the word one becomes, the more of a cloud of witnesses one has to remind them of their innocence

<greg> Luke 4:12And Jesus answering said unto him, It is said, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. 13And when the devil had ended all the temptation, he departed from him for a season.  (KJV)

<greg> the same way the Lord himself handled it, preached the word, and was instant in season and out

greg> and though the devil departed for a season, it doesn’t mean he wont comea knocking again looking for a place of rest, just a matter of how quick you are to evict

greg> so basically the message for today is simple, though we all go through these trials and temptations, keep in remembrance who your source is and allow the living waters to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one this day
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