Bible Study Wednesday 27 March, 2002

There can be no new life, without Christ.

Romans 8:9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. KJV

Romans 8:9 You, however, are not devoted to earthly, but to spiritual things, if the Spirit of God is really dwelling in you; whereas if any man has not the Spirit of Christ, such a one does not belong to Him. (Weymouth translation)

 

One’s devotion cannot be to or on earthly things! One has to constantly be aware of what they have their focus on. Is it on miracles and the physical blessings? One must remember that the signs and wonders follow obedience to the Word, they should not be the focus of one’s walk. One has to read and hear what the Word says, that is, that we have been blessed with “all” spiritual blessings, when we are operating in Christ Jesus, being obedient to that which His Word asks of us.

 

2 Corinthians 5:17 There is a new creation whenever a man comes to be “in” Christ; what is old is gone, the new has come. (Moffatt translation)

Therefore, if any man (person) be “in” Christ, they are a new creation. If a person is just hanging around the boat (ark), it will not do them any good, or offer them any protection when a flood comes. If they are in the boat, then the boat (ark) will offer them a place of refuge and protection, as long as they remain within. Many people try to hang around a building, or a group of people, hoping that it will save or deliver them. Yet, the Word is clear to tell us, that one has to be in Christ, and Christ in them, for them to be a partaker with Him.

 

John 14:20-21 At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. 21 He that hath my commandments (authoritative prescription), and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him. KJV

 

[That I am in my Father] After my resurrection, ye shall be more fully convinced of this important truth, that I and the Father are ONE; for I will live in you by the energy of my Spirit, and ye shall live in me by faith, love, and obedience. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)
 

As one abides in Him, then the Spirit is able to lead us and guide us into all truth. The Spirit brings to remembrance those things which the Father has spoke to us in the past, but our understanding had not yet been enlightened in those areas. As one grows up into Him in all things, then one’s confidence grows as well, in the work which He has begun within us, and continues to perfect within us, as we continue on with Him.

 

The malignant (evil, hateful, spiteful) world thought they had seen enough of him, and cried, Away with him; crucify him; and so shall their doom be; they shall see him no more. Those only that see Christ with an eye of faith shall see him for ever. The world sees him no more till his second coming; but his disciples have communion with him in his absence. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

Note, The life of Christians is bound up in the life of Christ; as sure and as long as he lives, those that by faith are united to him shall live also; they shall live spiritually, a divine life in communion with God. This life is hid with Christ; if the head and root live, the members and branches live. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

Romans 8:1-2 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. KJV

[For the law of the Spirit of life] The Gospel of the grace of Christ, which is not only a law or rule of life, but affords that sovereign energy by which guilt is removed from the conscience, the power of sin broken, and its polluting influence removed from the heart. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Galatians 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. KJV

 

It is in Christ, and Christ alone that one is able to stand within the promise of God. Everything else, is not exactly. One can follow what man says, or they can choose to follow God and His Word. Who or what is it that you will operate in this day?

In the service of Jesus Christ,

 

Larry Gazelka
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