Bible Study Tuesday August 28, 2001

<d-g> Father we thank you for this day, and for the good work you have begun in us, being confident that you will perform it, we ask you for you bread of life today to strengthen us to walk in those things that are pleasing in your sight through Jesus Christ our Lord

<opentext> 2 Pet 1:3According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:4Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. (KJV)

<opentext> according to the measure of the gift of Christ. How much of this gift does one want to receive? How thorough of a knowledge of God does one want to obtain?

<diligently> all of Christ, all Father ahs for me.

<diligently> has

<chosen> all, full measure

<at-peace> the fulness 

<opentext> Many like to blame God when things go wrong, yet, the truth is that it is our responsibility to study for His approval. That we diligently seek Him with all of our heart. Yet, does one always seek Him in the way and manner that they should?

<diligently> no, not always

<helpmate> not always

 <chosen> not always

<opentext> Rom 8:29For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. (KJV)

<opentext> To be conformed to the image of His Son. i must decrease, that He might increase. Dying to self daily. Keeping under the body to bring it into subjection to the Spirit.

<opentext> Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, therefore a change must take place, if one wants to get there.

<opentext> Note how Paul says, that He might be, the firstborn among many brethren. Each person working out their own salvation with reverence and respect to and for God

<opentext> Rom 12: 2And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. (KJV)

  <opentext> definition for conformed......4964  suschematizo (soos-khay-mat-id'-zo); from 4862 and a derivative of 4976; to fashion alike, i.e. conform to the same pattern (figuratively): KJV-- conform to, fashionself according to.

<opentext> We are NOT to be conformed to this world! Yet, how often does one allow the ways of this present evil world control what they are doing?

<diligently> listening to the father of lies

<diligently> when listening

<diligently> thinking  more then this very moment

<chosen> when we take our eyes and ears off the Word

<opentext> Note that Paul says that we are transformed or changed, by the renewing of our mind. Meditating in and on the Word day and night, at all times, not just when it seems convenient.

<opentext> Rom 12:3For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.  (KJV)

<opentext> faith; the ability to hear the message delivered by the Word of God, Christ, and allowing it to become an actual way of life!

<opentext> You have been given the measure of faith. It is up to you what you will do with it. 

<opentext> He sent His Word and healed then, and delivered them from their destructions.

<opentext> God has given us everything necessary  to be conformed to the image of His Son, but does one utilize all that has been made available to them?

<chosen> not always

<opentext> It would be like someone being sick, and refusing the medicine that will make them well, and then blame God for their suffering.

<at-peace> not always

<diligently> no, learning daily of who we are in Christ. less of me daily.

<opentext> 1 Cor 15:48As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: and as is the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly. 49And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly.  (KJV)

<opentext> A matter of one's priority. We should be seeking first the kingdom of God and His righteousness. The kingdom of God should always be our chief aim.

<opentext> One must be born again to see and enter the kingdom of God. So one must begin to see and walk in the Spirit, so they can see where they are going, and that which Father expects of them.

<opentext> What would happen at a job, if one always did things totally opposite of that which the boss asked?

<diligently> they would not have a job long.

<chosen> we wouldn’t have a job to go to much longer

<helpmate> one would get fired

<at-peace> they would most likely be fired

<opentext> So what can one expect, if they constantly ignore that which the Word asks of them?

<diligently> life in hell (death) separation from Father

<d-g> fired, eternally

<chosen> we will get spewed out of His mouth

 <at-peace> eventually He would withdraw His Spirit

<helpmate> Father will say He never knew us

<opentext> Do you think the excuse "that everyone else was doing it" would get one off of the hook?

<chosen> no

<helpmate> no

<at-peace> no

<diligently> no

<opentext> So we can see, that we cannot be conformed or fashioned after the example this worlds sets. Rather, we must begin to see all that God has for us within His Word, that is able to bring about the change in us, so that each day more of Christ is visible in one's life.

<opentext> 2 Cor 3:18But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.  (KJV)

<opentext> It is not by our power; it is not by our might or cleverly devised schemes, but it happens by and through His Spirit.

<opentext> As one allows the Word into their life, hearing and then obeying that which Father asks of us, it is then that one begins to be transformed. They begin to become a partaker of His divine nature.

<opentext> Phil 3:20For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: 21Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself. (KJV)

<opentext> If you are risen with Christ, then one should be seeking those things which are above.

<opentext> Col 3:9-10, Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him: (KJV)

<opentext> Putting away the old things. No longer doing the things that one did as a child. Rather, growing up into Him in all things, by hearing and obeying His instructions given to us through His Word.

<opentext> Being that new creation in Christ. Becoming a partaker of His divine nature. Note, that this happens as one renews their mind in a knowledge of Him.

<opentext> 2 Pet 1:3According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 4Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.  (KJV)

<opentext> It is only as one puts away the old man, and the corruption and lusts that were in him; and be renewed in the spirit of your mind by and through His Word, that one is able to be a partaker of His divine nature.

<opentext> And, one must continue in this on a moment by moment basis.

<opentext> Today, will you hear and receive all that He has for you?

<chosen> yes

<diligently> yes

<helpmate> yes

<at-peace> yes
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