Bible Study Tuesday 8 January, 2002
 

Psalms 119:11 Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee. KJV

 

What have you done this day, to keep His Word hid within your heart?

 

He must treasure up those portions of God's word in his mind and heart which speak against uncleanness of every kind; and that recommend purity, chastity, and holiness. The word of Christ should dwell richly in him. If God's word be only in his Bible, and not also in his heart, he may soon and easily be surprised into his besetting sin. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

God's word is a treasure worth laying up, and there is no laying it up safely but in our hearts; if we, have it only in our houses and hands, enemies may take it from us; if only in our heads, our memories may fail us: but if our hearts be delivered into the mould of it, and the impressions of it remain on our souls, it is safe. 

The good uses he designed to make of it: That I might not sin against thee. Good men are afraid of sin, and are in care to prevent it; and the most effectual way to prevent is to hide God's word in our hearts, that we may answer every temptation, as our Master did, with, It is written, may oppose God's precepts to the dominion of sin, his promises to its allurements, and his threatenings to its menaces. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

As a man thinks within his heart, so is he. So, what is it that you have renewed your mind with this day?

 

[Thinketh] The Hebrew verb is found here only, and probably means, "as he is all along in his heart, so is he (at last) in act." (From Barnes' Notes – Proverbs 23:7)

 

Being a doer of the Word, and not a forgetful hearer. It is so easy to talk about the Word, or to make mention of it in passing, but quite another thing to live in it on a moment-by-moment basis. To use God's Word as the answer for everything, for each and every situation, and not just when it seems convenient, or for our advantage.


Psalms 1:2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. KJV

 

His will, desire, affection, every motive in his heart, and every moving principle in his soul, are on the side of God and his truth. He takes up the law of the Lord as the rule of his life; he brings all his actions and affections to this holy standard. He looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and is not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the word; and is therefore blessed in his deed. He not only reads to gain knowledge from the divine oracles, but he meditates on what he has read, feeds on it; and thus receiving the sincere milk of the word, he grows thereby unto eternal life. This is not an occasional study to him; it is his work day and night. Since his heart is in it, the employment must be frequent, and the disposition to it perpetual. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)
This is that which keeps him out of the way of the ungodly and fortifies him against their temptations. By the words of thy lips I have kept me from the path of the deceiver, <Ps. 17:4>. We need not court the fellowship of sinners, either for pleasure or for improvement, while we have fellowship with the word of God and with God himself in and by his word. When thou awakest it shall talk with thee, <Prov. 6:22>. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

The meaning here is, that he had "treasured" up the word of God, as the most valuable thing, in his heart; it was "there," though unseen; it constituted the secret power by which he was governed; it was permanently deposited there, as the most valuable of his treasures. (From Barnes' Notes)

 

Your brother in Him,
In the service of Jesus Christ.

 

Larry Gazelka
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