Bible Study Tuesday 5 March, 2002

If one loves Him, then they will hear and obey his Word.

Matthew 7:24 Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: KJV

[The supreme importance of building upon the right foundation.] The man whose house collapsed was at fault not because he failed to labor, but because he did not use the rock. [The rock.] Christ himself (<1 Cor 3:11>) and his teaching. These sayings of mine. Chapters 5-7. Doeth them. Obedience to the teaching. The sermon is addressed to believers and presupposes faith in Jesus as Messiah. This is not legalism. No works founded upon mere human effort are of any spiritual value, but faith in Christ the rock brings about that regeneration which manifests itself in godly living. (From Wycliffe Commentary)

 

Often times people are more concerned with following people and their example, than they are in following the Lord. The only way that one is able to have a sure foundation, is by hearing and obeying His Word. Only you can prepare, build, and maintain the proper foundation for and in your life. Yet, all too often, people are so busy looking at what everyone else is doing, that they neglect the good work that He has begun within them.

 

Following. I will liken him ... The picture is not of two men deliberately selecting foundations, but it contrasts one who carefully chooses and prepares his foundation with one who builds at hap-hazard. (From Vincent's Word Studies of the New Testament)
There is only one foundation that will suffice in regard to eternity. It is only this Rock, this foundation, that will weather the storms of this world, and this life.


Galatians 5:7 Ye did run well; who did hinder you that ye should not obey the truth? KJV

 

[Who did hinder] Who prevented you from continuing to obey the truth? Ye could only be turned aside by your own consent. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

How often is it, that a person tries to blame others for their own failures and shortcomings? No one can force you to do anything without your own consent.

 

The spiritual progress of the Galatians had been arrested. Someone had hindered these converts by alienating them from the truth. Elsewhere (<Gal 1:7; 5:12>) a group of legalistic agitators is in view; here, however, an individual is indicated, presumably the leader. This propaganda did not emanate from the One who called and started them on their race (cf. <1:6>). The readers had been deceived by listening to false teaching. And let no one of them claim that Paul was overwrought, that he was making too much of the troubles in Galatia. A proverb would emphasize their folly. A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump. Perhaps the actual converts to legalism were thus far only few in number. Nevertheless, the believers must be on their guard lest the error spread. If it was honestly faced, it could be stayed. (From Wycliffe Commentary)

Revelation 22:14 Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city. KJV

 

 

In the service of Jesus Christ,

 

Larry Gazelka
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