Bible Study Tuesday 25 December, 2001


 
God has presented to us “the gift,” but how have you applied it to your life this day?

John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. KJV

    Does one always appreciate those gifts that they have been given? How soon is it before the novelty of that gift has waned or worn off?

 

    For God so loved the world, that he gave His only begotten Son. This is a matter of fact; but how many really understand or comprehend this? How may really understand that which He gave of Himself?


1 John 3:1 Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. (KJV)

 

1 John 3:1 See what marvellous love the Father has bestowed upon us--that we should be called God's children: and that is what we are. For this reason the world does not recognize us--because it has not known Him. (Weymouth translation)

 

 [The Father hath bestowed] For we had neither claim nor merit that we should be called, that is, constituted or made, the sons of God, who were before children of the wicked one, animal, earthly, devilish; therefore, the love which brought us from such a depth of misery and degradation must appear the more extraordinary and impressive. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

    The Psalmist writes that this, today, is the day that the Lord has made. It is when we recognize the only gate of righteousness through which one may enter, that is to say the stone which the builders have rejected; that one will begin to get a glimpse of this masterful plan of restoration (reconciliation) that God has provided for man to once again have fellowship with God (Psalms 118:19-24). It is when we recognize this, and act upon it in accordance with Father's instructions, that we can indeed say that this is the day which the Lord has made, and because I have accepted the Stone the builders have rejected, I am able to rejoice and be glad in it!

 

    Are you able to operate in His joy this day?

 

Your brother in Him,

In the service of Jesus Christ.

 

Larry Gazelka
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