Bible study Tuesday 19 March, 2002 

Jesus Christ tells us that we are in the world, but not to be of the world.

1 John 2:15-16 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. KJV

[Love not.] The command is addressed to all (not to one particular class) and appears abruptly in the text. The world ([kosmos], the opposite of [chaos]). The world is that organized system which acts as a rival to God. It is that "which finds its proper sphere and fulfillment in a finite order and without God" (Westcott, p. 63). (From Wycliffe Commentary)


 

One has to decide, to determine where they will place their affections. A house divided cannot stand. Thus, why the Word tells us to let our eye be single.

 

Though God loves the world of men (<Jn 3:16>), we must not love that which organizes them against God. A truly religious man keeps himself from the world (<Jas 1:27>), since friendship with it is enmity with God (<Jas 4:4>). The world lies in the lap of the wicked one (<1 Jn 5:19>), and John uses the world as a synonym for darkness (<Jn 3:19>). (From Wycliffe Commentary)


 

Jesus Christ said that there is but one way to the Father, and that is by and through Christ Jesus. Any other way is the way of a thief and a robber.

 

The command is not, "Love not too much," but "Love not at all." Neither the things that are in the world. Love nothing in the sphere of the [kosmos]. We must use the things in the world, but when we love them in place of God, we abuse their use (<1 Cor 7:31>). (From Wycliffe Commentary)
 

Yes, God does supply all of our need according to His riches in glory by and through Christ Jesus. However, when the blessings come upon us, or overtake us, it should almost be coincidental. That is, okay Father, neat that you provided for that, now what is it that you next have on the agenda for me this day. Too many people get caught up with what has been provided, rather than staying focused in and on the Provider.


 

This thought of supplanting God in our affections with the things of the world is stated in the last phrase of the verse. If any man love the world. It is the principle of not serving two masters (<Mt 6:24; Jas 4:4>). Since the world is the same as darkness, it must exclude God, who is light. This is the first reason for not loving the world. (From Wycliffe Commentary)

 

Ephesians 4:1-3 I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, 2 With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; 3 Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. KJV

 

The prisoner of the Lord. That is, the prisoner for the Lord's sake (cf. <Eph 3:1>). Beseech. This word, which stands first in the original, for emphasis, is an entreaty, an encouragement. God, of course, has the right to command and to demand, but instead he entreats, he beseeches, because he wants willing surrender, willing service. (From Wycliffe Commentary)


 

That ye walk worthy. The word walk is used often in the Scripture for our conduct, our behavior, our manner of life. Worthy. Not that we ever could deserve what God has done, but that we should walk in a manner befitting what he has done for us. We do not become Christians by living the Christian life; rather, we are exhorted to live the Christian life because we are Christians, that our lives may measure up to our position in Christ (cf. <Phil 1:27>). (From Wycliffe Commentary)

 

By the unity of the Spirit we are to understand, not only a spiritual unity, but also a unity of sentiments, desires, and affections, such as is worthy of and springs from the Spirit of God. By the bond of peace we are to understand a peace or union, where the interests of all parties are concentrated, cemented, and sealed; the Spirit of God being the seal upon this knot. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

 

In the service of Jesus Christ,

 

Larry Gazelka
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