Bible Study Thursday September 13, 2001

<d-g> Father as we gather together this day, and take our walks on this path of life, we ask and thank you for your word of grace, knowing that with you this day all things are possible to him that believes, through Jesus Christ our Lord

<d-g> John 14:27Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. (KJV)

<d-g> we have been talking all this week about peace, and as we notice here in verse 27, we have the peace of God, or the peace that this world would offer

<d-g> as many of us have experienced in our own walks, for every thing Father has to offer us, the devil will try and distract us with something other than what Father intended

<d-g> Luke 11:21When a strong man armed keepeth his palace, his goods are in peace: 22But when a stronger than he shall come upon him, and overcome him, he taketh from him all his armour wherein he trusted, and divideth his spoils. (KJV)

<d-g> for many in this life, they have allowed the cares of this life, deceitfulness’ of riches, or lusts of other things to enter into their temple, and choke the word

<d-g> the devil is a worthy adversary to those that are unarmed, and without the peace of God, these things in this life do become a stronghold for many, including well intended Christians

<d-g> i found a few of matt henrys comments that i thought were appropriate

<d-g> Luke 11:14-26  PP9

 [1.] The heart of every unconverted sinner is the devil's palace, where he resides and where he rules; he works in the children of disobedience. The heart is a palace, a noble dwelling; but the unsanctified heart is the devil's palace. His will is obeyed, his interests are served, and the militia is in his hands; he usurps the throne in the soul.

 [2.] the devil, as a strong man armed, keeps this palace, does all he can to secure it to himself, and to fortify it against Christ. All the prejudices with which he hardens men's hearts against truth and holiness are the strong-holds which he erects for the keeping of his palace; this palace is his garrison.

 [3.] there is a kind of peace in the palace of an unconverted soul, while the devil, as a strong man armed, keeps it. The sinner has a good opinion of himself, is very secure and merry, has no doubt concerning the goodness of his state nor any dread of the judgment to come; he flatters himself in his own eyes, and cries peace to himself. Before Christ appeared, all was quiet, because all went one way; but the preaching of the gospel disturbed the peace of the devil’s palace. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<d-g> the world offers a false peace, one based on happiness, which is a result of happenings, things that make the cup on the outside clean, but within are full of dead mans bones

<d-g> when growing up, and when in this world, what is the base of what man considers peace, were you encouraged with the things of God, or rather was it based on things on the outward, that would appease the inward?

<d-g> or should i say things that man thought would appease the inward?

<diligently> all was based on the outward

<chosen> based on the outward things

<diligently> nothing was of God

<d-g> I Jn 2:15Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. (KJV)

<d-g> thus why John writes, love not, become not attached to or fond of the things of this life

<d-g> def for love  25  agapao-   1) used of persons: to welcome, to entertain, to be fond of, to love dearly 

2) used of things: to be well pleased, to be contented at or with a thing

<d-g> and thus why paul wrote to timothy, godliness with contentment is great gain, knowing that the peace of God far surpasses anything this world has to offer

<d-g> and even though we have all tasted an experienced this peace, has anyone other than me been tempted to seek it from the things of this life?

<at-peace> yes

<chosen> yes

<diligently> my flesh has gotten used to some things... yes

<helpmate> yes

<d-g> the spirit and flesh are contrary one to another, once the devil has been evicted from this palace, he would like nothing better than to take control again

<d-g> Gal 3:2This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? 3Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? (KJV)

<d-g> a common trap even among the Christians, to experience and taste the goodness of God, to know that peace, only to try and perfect it by their own desires and things in this life

<d-g> Matt 10:34Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword. 35For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law. 36And a man's foes shall be they of his own household. (KJV)

<d-g> this peace here in matt, not as the world gives, our reconciliation is with God, for if we seek to please man, than we cannot be the servants of Christ

<d-g> and for those that don’t know the love of God, or have ever had a personal relationship with Him, it is like trying to put old wine into new wineskins, they cannot comprehend it, as paul said, it is joy unspeakable

<d-g> and thus why paul wrote as well, all that live godly in Christ, shall suffer persecution, even from those that were near and dear to us in the flesh

<d-g> Rev 3:16So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. 17Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: (KJV)

<d-g> as we notice here, lukewarm refers to those that would seek satisfaction from the things of this life, rather than seeking the peace of God

<d-g> and though many have the outward of the cup clean and pretty, the inside of their temple has been inhabited with the cares of this life, and things that can only give temporal happiness

<d-g> John 14:27Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. (KJV)

<d-g> His peace, every good gift and perfect gift is from above, it is ours for the taking, no man can take it from us, it is there for our benefit

<d-g> Prov 23:4Labour not to be rich: cease from thine own wisdom. 5Wilt thou set thine eyes upon that which is not? for riches certainly make themselves wings; they fly away as an eagle toward heaven.  (KJV)

<d-g> the things of this life are temporary, fleeting pleasures, short term satisfaction, where our treasure is, there will be the heart also

<d-g> a house divided will fall, no man can serve two masters, the more we allow the eyes of our understanding to remain single, the more we will operate in the peace of God despite what outward circumstances dictate, or what other are doing around us

<d-g> Prov 27:20Hell and destruction are never full; so the eyes of man are never satisfied.  (KJV)

<d-g> Eph 2:13But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 14For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us; (KJV)

<d-g> its our choice, as a man thinks in his heart, so is he, are things you are meditating on of the spirit, or of the flesh, is it leading you closer to Father or have you been distracted with what we think will bring peace

<d-g> Prov 16:25There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death. (KJV)

<d-g> so seek His peace, peruse it, let the peace of God rule, knowing that He is the way, established by the truth, that will lead to eternal life

<d-g> any questions or comments this day?

<d-g> unto you is given to know the mystery of the kingdom, and the peace of God is a confirmation that we are on the right path

<diligently> o/

<d-g> yes judy

<diligently> having Fathers peace and not allowing the cares of this world to enter in.

<diligently> sometimes that can be very hard.

<d-g> Rev 3:20Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me. (KJV)

<d-g> we have the choice, who we allow to enter in, a strangers voice should not be followed

or allowed access

<d-g> the key is knowing the difference between the voices, one is loud and roaring, Father is that still small quiet voice that brings peace

<d-g> and even though the devil has been evicted from our temples, it doesn’t mean he wont come a knocking to find a home again

<d-g> the shield of faith, hearing the message delivered by Christ, will quench all those fiery darts of the wicked one

<d-g> Eph 6:13Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.  (KJV)

<d-g> take the whole armour, it is given to us for our protection, and you will notice though these verses, it is ours for the taking

<d-g> does that help

<diligently> yes, very much ,thank you
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