Bible Study Thursday 6 December, 2001

 
Identity: a state of absolute resemblance between two or more things in the aspects considered.
 

2 Timothy 2:12-13 If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us: 13 If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself. KJV

 

    Growing up into Him in all things. An easy statement to make, but quite another, when one has to learn to begin to live for Him. The flesh wants to do its own thing, and so, one has to learn to keep the body in subjection to the Spirit of God. This can only happen as one learns to partake of that heavenly manna in and on a daily basis.

 

    The old nature (the flesh) still wants to keep up and maintain its old habits and ways. It is only by being a follower of Christ, that one can bring about change in their life.  This is why Jesus Christ said that He is the way, established by the truth of God's Word, that will lead one to eternal life if they hear and obey this message of life.


Titus 1:16 They profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate. (KJV)

 

Let's look at Adam Clarke’s comments on this verse.

 

 [They profess that they know God] He still speaks concerning the unbelieving Jews, the seducing teachers, and those who had been seduced by their bad doctrine. None were so full of pretensions to the knowledge of the true God as the Jews. They would not admit that any other people could have this knowledge; nor did they believe that God ever did or ever would reveal himself to any other people; they supposed that to give the law and the prophets to the Gentiles would be a profanation of the words of God. Hence, they became both proud, uncharitable, and intolerant; and in this disposition they continue until the present day.

 [But in works they deny him] Their profession and practice were at continual variance. Full of a pretended faith, while utterly destitute of those works by which a genuine faith is accredited and proved. Dio Cassius represents Caesar as saying of his mutinous soldiers: Onoma Roomaioon echontas, erga de Keltoon droontas. "Having the name of Romans, while they had the manners of the Gauls." How near are those words to the saying of the apostle! (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

    To be one who lives the Word of God, not one that only talks about it. Who is it that you identify yourself with this day?

 

That you may know Him,

In the service of Jesus Christ.

 

Larry Gazelka
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