Bible Study Thursday 21 March, 2002

1 Thessalonians 2:4 But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so we speak; not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts. KJV

Their design was to please God and not men. God is a God of truth, and requires truth in the inward parts; and, if sincerity be wanting (lacking), all that we do cannot please God. The gospel of Christ is not accommodated to the fain fancies and lusts of men, to gratify their appetites and passions; but, on the contrary, it was designed for the mortifying (crushing, destroying) of their corrupt affections, and delivering them from the power of fancy (imaginations), that they might be brought under the power of faith. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

Note: that it is as we are allowed to be put in trust with the gospel. Most people think or surmise that they can use or even abuse the Word of God as they see fit. If one is not led and guided by the Spirit of truth into all truth, they place themselves upon dangerous footing. To love God, is to love all of Him, which means that one must have their thoughts in agreement with His thoughts. For it is out of the abundance of the heart that the mouth will speak. Our words will either be words of God’s love and life, or they will be of hatred and death; there is no in-between. 

 

As we were accounted worthy to be put in trust-- as God put confidence in us, and sent us on his most special message to mankind, even so we speak, keeping the dignity of our high calling continually in view; and, acting as in the sight of God, we speak not to please or flatter men, though our doctrine is the most consolatory (consistent) that can be conceived, but to please that God who searcheth the heart, and before whom all our motives are constantly without a veil. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

We are not to suppose that he desired to offend people; or that he regarded their esteem as of no value; or that he was indifferent whether they were pleased or displeased; but that it was not the direct object of his preaching to please them. It was to declare the truth, and to obtain the approbation (approval)  of God whatever people might think of it; (From Barnes' Notes)

 

2 Corinthians 3:5-6 Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God; 6 Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. KJV

 

[Not that we are sufficient of ourselves] We do not arrogate to ourselves any power to enlighten the mind or change the heart, we are only instruments in the hand of God. Nor was it possible for us apostles to think, to invent, such a scheme of salvation as is the Gospel; and if we even had been equal to the invention, how could we have fulfilled such promises as this scheme of salvation abounds with? God alone could fulfil these promises, and he fulfills only those which he makes himself. All these promises have been amen-- ratified and fulfilled to you who have believed on Christ Jesus according to our preaching; therefore, ye are God's workmanship; and it is only by God's sufficiency that we have been able to do anything. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

How often and easy is it for the flesh, to try to take the credit and bows for that which God has accomplished? It is His Word that cannot return void. It is His Word, Christ, which is the power and wisdom of God.
Definition for sufficiency: 2426 hikanotes- sufficient, ability or competency to do a thing.

 

One must remember that all of our ability to please God, comes through our relationship with the Father, by and through Christ Jesus; for without Christ, we can do nothing. (Romans 8:9)

 

John 15:10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love. KJV

 

“If” you keep (guard from loss or injury) His commandments (the authoritative prescription); you shall abide (to remain, to continue to be present), His love will remain within us.

 

Hence, we learn that it is impossible to retain a sense of God's pardoning love, without continuing in the obedience of faith. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Continue ye in my love. Accept no substitutes. 10. The enjoyment of the Saviour's love is conditioned on keeping his commandments. This is no arbitrary requirement, for Christ has operated under this rule himself in his relation to the Father. The disciple is not above his Lord. (From Wycliffe Commentary)

 

It is the nature of the flesh, to try to take short cuts; to look for an easier way. No man can come to the Father, but by Him. How will you approach the Father this day?

In the service of Jesus Christ,

 

Larry Gazelka
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