Bible study Thursday 14 February 2002 

Just as a body has developed tastes or appetites for certain things, so has one’s mind. What is it that you now desire to fill your heart and mind with?

1 Corinthians 2:16 For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ. KJV

Have you ever noticed how easy it is to acquire tastes for foods that are not always the healthiest or the best for your physical well being?

 

Ecclesiastes 6:7 All the labour of man is for his mouth, and yet the appetite is not filled. KJV
 

[All the labour of man] This is the grand primary object of all human labour; merely to provide for the support of life by procuring things necessary. And life only exists for the sake of the soul; because man puts these things in place of spiritual good, the appetite-- the intense desire after the supreme good-- is not satisfied. When man learns to provide as distinctly for his soul as he does for his body, then he will begin to be happy, and may soon attain his end. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

[The appetite]-- Hebrew, the soul. The insatiability of the desire prevents that which is the only end proposed in toils, namely, selfgratification. The "man" thus gets no "good" out of his wealth <Eccl. 6:3>. The marvel is that we should `so much harass ourselves for so small a thing, and one so easily procured. Since all that one gains by ceaseless toil has reference to food and raiment, and since nature is content with little, this insatiable desire of getting is mad and monstrous. God has made our mouth very small; yet the desire of gain is as vast as if our mouth was as large as a whirlpool, and able to swallow the Jordan at a draught; or as if we had the mouth of Leviathan' (Cartwright). (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary) 

 

Luke 12:19-21 And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided? So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God. KJV

 

[Soul, thou hast much goods] Great possessions are generally accompanied with pride, idleness, and luxury; and these are the greatest enemies to salvation. Moderate poverty, as one justly observes, is a great talent in order to salvation; but it is one which nobody desires. 

[Take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.] This was exactly the creed of the ancient Atheists and Epicureans. What a wretched portion for an immortal spirit! and yet those who know not God have no other, and many of them not even this. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

In the service of Jesus Christ,

Larry Gazelka
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