Bible Study Sunday 31 March, 2002

He is risen from the dead! Are you risen with Him?

Colossians 3:1-2 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. KJV

Colossians 3:1-2 If however you have risen with Christ, seek the things that are 

above, where Christ is, enthroned at God's right hand. Give your minds to the things 

that are above, not to the things that are on the earth. (Weymouth translation)

 

People often claim to be risen with Him, yet are often overwhelmed with the cares, concerns, and burdens of this present life. One can only know who they are in Christ, by becoming a partaker of His divine nature. Yet, one often overlooks the fact, that to be a partaker with Him, means that we will also encounter some of the same things that confronted Jesus Christ.

 

2 Timothy 3:12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. KJV

 

2 Timothy 3:12 And indeed every one who is determined to live a godly life as a follower of 

Christ Jesus will be persecuted. (Weymouth translation)

 

[All that will live godly] So opposite to the spirit and practice of the world is the whole of Christianity, that he who gives himself entirely up to God, making the Holy Scriptures the rule of his words and actions, will be less or more reviled and persecuted. "If religion gives no quarter to vice, the vicious will give no quarter to religion and its professors." (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

The Word must be a way of life, not just something one talks about when other people are around. Jesus Christ set the way or path we too should follow, and that path can only be navigated by one adhering to the truth of God’s Word. Will this kind of lifestyle make one popular?

 

The "essence" of persecution consists in "subjecting a person to injury or disadvantage on account of his opinions." It is something more than meeting his opinions by argument, which is always right and proper; it is inflicting some injury on him; depriving him of some privilege, or right; subjecting him to some disadvantage, or placing him in less favorable circumstances, on account of his sentiments. (From Barnes' Notes)

 

This may be either an injury done to his feelings, his family, his reputation, his property, his liberty, his influence; it may be by depriving him of an office which he held, or preventing him from obtaining one to which he is eligible; it may be by subjecting him to fine or imprisonment, to banishment, torture, or death. If, in any manner, or in any way, he is subjected to disadvantage on account of his religious opinions, and deprived of any immunities and rights to which he would be otherwise entitled, this is persecution. Now, it is doubtless as true as it ever was, that a man who will live as the Saviour did, will, like him, be subjected to some such injury or disadvantage. On account of his opinions, he may be held up to ridicule, or treated with neglect, or excluded from society to which his attainments and manners would otherwise introduce him, or shunned by those who might otherwise value his friendship. These things may be expected in the best times, and under the most favorable circumstances; and it is known that a large part of the history of the world, in its relation to the church, is nothing more than a history of persecution. (From Barnes' Notes)

 

Isaiah 53:1-6 Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed? 2 For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. 3 He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 4 Surely he hath borne our grief’s, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. KJV

 

Romans 8:16-17 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. KJV

 

Jesus Christ rose above all of the things said against Him and all of the accusations made against Him. He stayed faithful to all that the Father asked of Him. As Paul said, that we should be followers of him, as he was of Christ. Are you risen with Him?

In the service of Jesus Christ,

 

Larry Gazelka
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