Bible Study Sunday 27 January, 2002


 


What habits or traits are you nurturing or developing this day, which will draw you closer to God?

 

James 4:8 Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded. KJV

 

Just as the father of the wayward son had to wait for the son to return before his rights and privileges could be restored, likewise we need to turn to God. It should be that which one does at the start of each day, not waiting until the problems arise.

 

One never realizes how hard it is to undo the bad habits, until one needs to deal with it in their own life. It is always easier to spot the faults in someone else's life, than it is to identify it in our own lives. Yet, one has to clean up their own life, no one else can do it for you.

Let your whole conduct be changed; cease to do evil, learn to do well. Washing or cleansing the hands was a token of innocence and purity.

             [Purify your hearts] Separate yourselves from the world, and consecrate yourselves to God: this is the true notion of sanctification. We have often seen that to sanctify signifies to separate a thing or person from profane or common use, and consecrate it or him to God. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

We are to come out from among the world and rid ourselves of the habits and or traits that are contrary to God and His Word. 


             The person or thing thus consecrated or separated is considered to be holy, and to be God's property; and then God hallows it to himself. There are, therefore, two things implied in a man’s sanctification:

1. That he separates himself from evil ways and evil companions, and devotes himself to God.
2. That God separates guilt from his conscience, and sin from his soul, and thus makes him internally and externally holy.
(From Adam Clarke Commentary)

2 Corinthians 6:17-18 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, 18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. KJV


            Will you allow Him to be your Father this day?

Your brother in Him,
In the service of Jesus Christ.
Larry Gazelka
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