Bible Study Saturday 9 February, 2002
Putting off the former conversation or conduct. Avoiding anyone or anything that would try to reinforce the wrong or old habits.

Romans 16:17-18 Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them.18 For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple. KJV

Paul is talking about marking those that try to dissuade that which we have learned, since we have come to Christ. What one has to be aware of though with this, is since one has come to Christ, is what they have learned been according to the truth, or according to some man's opinion?

 

This is why Paul later wrote to Timothy, telling him to be sure to study for God's approval. Taking the time and making the effort with the Spirit of God to be led and guided into all of the truth, so that they would never have to be ashamed when they have to stand before the judgment seat of Christ.

 

One has to make the effort, to establish and maintain good habits in their life that are according to God's Word. As the writer of the Old Testament said, that much study is a weariness to the flesh. The fleshly nature would always rather be doing something else besides sitting around studying the Bible. But one has to make the choice of which world they want to enjoy. Joshua said it quite well, that the people would have to make their own choice as to who or what they wanted to follow, but as for him and those of his household that chose to follow him, they would serve the living God. What will be your choice or decision this day?

 

In the service of Jesus Christ,

 

Larry Gazelka
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