Bible Study Monday September 10, 2001

<greg> Father we thank you for this day and another opportunity to walk in your wisdom, seeking only those things that would be pleasing in your sight, letting your word be a lamp and light unto us this day through Jesus Christ our Lord

<greg> John 14:27Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. (KJV)

<greg> in looking at this verse, one word stands out, the word let

<greg> Let, to allow or permit

<greg> in other words, being that we have been left with this peace, we have a choice to allow this to rule and reign in our decisions, or to let the outward circumstances dictate

<greg> does things that  Father asks of you always seem to agree with what we think?

<helpmate> no   <at-peace> no   <chosen> no   <diligently> no

<greg> or should i say, to the outward man, does it at times make one stop and wonder, God what are we doing here

<at-peace> yes   <diligently> yes   <helpmate> yes

<greg> and yet despite what we have learned according to the physical, it is our choice, to allow the peace of God to rule, to maintain that right standing, walking in His righteousness and not ours

<greg> Phil 4:6Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.7And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.  (KJV)

<greg> be careful, or distracted for nothing, and once we have made our requests, let this peace keep or (guard) your heart and mind

<greg> the definition for passeth  5242  huperecho- 1) to have or to hold over one  2) to stand out, to rise above, to overtop  a) to be above, to be superior in rank, authority, power; the prominent men, rulers 

b) to excel, to be superior, to be better than, to surpass

<greg> if we remember in the book of isa, our thoughts and his are not the same

<greg> His ways and His thoughts are much higher, and being the fact that Father sees the end result, the beginning to the end, what He asks of us is to seek His peace, and walk in it, in the victory that is rightfully ours

<greg> is it always and easy path?

<diligently> no  <at-peace> no  <chosen> no  <helpmate> no

<greg> would it be safe to say then, at times there will be some opposition along the way, especially when walking a path not heavily traveled

<helpmate> very much so    <diligently> yes, very safe   <at-peace> yes

<chosen> yes, and that shows how we are walking on the right path

<helpmate> if we have no opposition we better check out which direction we are going

<greg> and yet though all our trials here as we continue in this walk, one thing is sure and steadfast, allowing this peace to rule

<diligently> yes, the peace of God that passeth all understanding

<greg> maintaining that peace, letting it be our bond, and especially not leaning to our own understanding

<greg> has anyone besides me caught themselves trying to figure things out for God, maybe offering Him some advice on how He could better handle things?

<chosen> yes   <helpmate> yes   <diligently> yes   <at-peace> yes

<greg> and yet in those times, was it very peaceable, or did things get a bit agitated, maybe stirred up a bit?

<helpmate> the peace was not exactly there

<diligently> things seem then to be in a mess...and no peace of Fathers

<chosen> we were then throwing His peace out

<at-peace> a bit agitated

<greg> Gal 5:4Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace. 5For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith. (KJV)

<greg> if we have fallen from grace, and all have sinned and fell short at times, then we have tried to do things according to our own righteousness, and last time i looked that was considered filthy rags in the sight of Father

<greg> they that wait upon the Lord, shall renew their strength, waiting, being still, praying through situations until there is peace

<greg> and we do have the choice, to let this peace rule, our joy can no man take, however we can give it away if we allow ourselves to be talked out of it by giving heed to seducing spirits 

<greg> 1 Pet 3:10For he that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak no guile: 11Let him eschew evil, and do good; let him seek peace, and ensue it. (KJV)

<greg> seek peace, when i seek first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness, which is Christ, then i no longer am going about to establish my own, which through trial and error i have found out causes confusion and strife

<greg> and not only seek this peace, but continue to pursue it, moment by moment, in everything give thanks, knowing that in all things we are more than conquerors through Him that loved us

<greg> Rom 14:19Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify another. (KJV)

<greg> the way we can edify one another, is having that word of encouragement, to give the brethren in a time of need, that word which will help them establish that peace again

<greg> IKing 19:11And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the LORD. And, behold, the LORD passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the LORD; but the LORD was not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but the LORD was not in the earthquake: 12And after the earthquake a fire; but the LORD was not in the fire: and after the fire a still small voice. (KJV)

<greg> there are many voices in the world, many sounds and winds of doctrine that do go around

<greg> some think they will be heard for much speaking, some think the louder they pray, the better God will hear them

<greg> the devil comes as a roaring lion, the more we give heed to it, the louder and more convincing it is

<greg> and yet after all these loud distractions, there is one voice that will bring peace, joy, and comfort

<diligently> Fathers

<greg> that still small voice, not the one of condemnation and guilt, but pure, gentle, easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits

<greg> so this day, a strangers voice may come along, but by not giving heed to it and following it, you will have that peace that goes beyond our understanding

<greg> so let not our heart be troubled this day, neither let it be afraid

<greg> any questions or comments

<at-peace> 1 Pet 5:7Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you. 8Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: 9Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world. (KJV)
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