Bible Study Monday October 1, 2001

<chosen> Father we give you the praise, and thanks for this day, to serve you, through Christ Jesus our Lord....we pray that in all that we do this day, we would do it all unto you, being pleasing in your sight....we thank you Father that you have prepared the way for us to walk this day, and pray that we will allow your Word to lead and guide us along your path...thank you for that which you have for us now in Christ Jesus our Lord

<d-g> Matt 7:13Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 14Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.  (KJV)

<d-g> when we left on Thursday, we were discussing this path of life, the narrow and strait path, the way that leads to eternal life

<d-g> as we notice here in these verses, the broad path is an easy one to find, a very popular one, one that is traveled by many, its the one that leads us to eternal life that is not that popular, and one that is not found by but a few

<d-g> so some where out there, is a strait and narrow path, and only one that will lead to eternal life, and one that once found, is one that needs to be followed, a walk that needs to be maintained

<d-g> Prov 4:18But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day.  (KJV)

<d-g> as you walk on this path, are you more confident in your walk, are you able to see this path clearer, is it becoming more and more apparent each day that you are on the right path?

<chosen> yes

<at-peace> yes

<helpmate> yes

<diligently> yes, more and more daily see whom we are in Christ

<d-g> we know the just shall live by faith, and this is the shining example that was set before us, the example of Jesus Christ, and though not popular with man, was able to walk this path on our behalf

<d-g> Rom 12:3For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. (KJV)

<d-g> God has dealt, made available to every man, being that He is no respecter of persons the measure of faith

<d-g> that same measure that was in Jesus Christ of Nazareth, is the same measure that is made available to us

<d-g> and contrary to popular belief, faith is not something that can be prayed for, or someday God is going to pour out more of His spirit for us, rather faith is something that is developed, having received this measure, it is something that we see clearer day by day

<d-g> basically, as we get deeper in our walk down this path, as we continue in the faith, what we see and hear, what we are learning daily, is what we have been given, what has already been made available to us

<d-g> and similar to the parable of the talents, its a matter of what we do with what has been given, and unto us that do hear, shall more be given, ,more insights into what you received the moment you accepted Gods plan of salvation

<d-g> everything necessary to not only find this path of life, but also to walk and maintain it, has been given, of His fulness have we all received

<d-g> Rom 1:16For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 17For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith. (KJV)

<d-g> those that stay on this path shall live by faith, which is revealed to us through the spirit, faith, our ability to hear the message delivered by Christ, and to follow His example

<d-g> from faith to faith, a light that shines more and more, the steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord, this path becomes clearer and clearer

<d-g> our faith is developed, just like learning to walk in the physical, we become more and more confident in that walk, we learn to exercise our spiritual senses, so that we can discern good and evil, and not be tossed to and fro

<d-g> Eph 4:13Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 14That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;  (KJV)

<d-g> from faith to faith, working as a team, no matter where we are at in our walk, we are willing to share the faith, bring all into this unity

<d-g> so that we all can stay on the same path, the stature referring to maturity, no greater love has no man than to lay down his life for the brethren

<d-g> Luke 6:38Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.  (KJV)

<d-g> give, out of the heart flows rivers of living waters, the problem is sometimes we still think that what we have to share is trivial, or something they already know

<d-g> and yet by being obedient, the word of God is living and powerful, it may be just the word they need to stay on this path of life, the word that will shine a light in an area of darkness, a word that will allow them to develop more in an area that may be lacking

<d-g> 2 Cor 8:14But by an equality, that now at this time your abundance may be a supply for their want, that their abundance also may be a supply for your want: that there may be equality: 15As it is written, He that had gathered much had nothing over; and he that had gathered little had no lack.  (KJV)

<d-g> we have all been given a good measure, one that had to be pressed down and shaken to fit in the vessel, one that has to be given away in order to keep it

<d-g> and the more we learn to develop that measure that has been given, the clearer we will see and be able to maintain our walk on the path of life, not just as individuals, but as a body

<d-g> any questions or comments today, i will close here for now

<at-peace> o/

<d-g> yes charlene

<at-peace> not sure how this fits in exactly... but heard this verse in closing

<at-peace> Matt 10:8Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give.  (KJV)

<d-g> with what measure we mete, is measured unto us, freely we receive, and we are to freely give as well

<d-g> we should be like a funnel for the living waters, keeping the funnel clear and free 

<d-g> if there are none, i pray all with have a blessed and prosperous day in Christ, and that the path of life does become clearer today

<d-g> Eph 3:3 How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, 4 Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) (KJV)

<d-g> this is what pauls goal was, so that all could see and understand the things that Father had showed him

<d-g> to bring all into this unity of faith, learning to present a clear and precise picture of this mystery

<d-g> and of course one has to remember, that if we desire to see the things that paul saw, with that came some persecution as well

<d-g> so no matter where we are in our walk, learning to share and present this message clearly, from where we are at in our walk of faith, to others where they are in theirs

<d-g> without a vision, the revelation of this mystery, the people will perish

<d-g> the more light of this gospel we are able to see, the more light we are able to shed for those that are seeking as well

<d-g> Phil 1:4 Always in every prayer of mine for you all making request with joy, 5 For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now; 6 Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:
 (KJV)

<d-g> so all that is needed to walk this path has been provided, we are complete in Him, as long as we remain rooted and grounded in Him
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