Bible Study Monday 4 March, 2002

Most often, people want God to serve them. Yet is this what God's Word tells us?

John 12:26 If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my servant be: if any man serve me, him will my Father honour. KJV
[If any man serve me] Christ is a master in a twofold sense:

1. To instruct men.

2. To employ and appoint them their work: (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

In order to be a servant, one must be willing to serve. Then, one will want to give heed to the instructions, that they might do that which is pleasing to their Master.

What does "instruction" mean?

Definition for instruction: 3809 paideia (pahee-di'-ah); from 3811; tutorage, i.e. education or training; by implication, disciplinary correction: (From Strong’s Greek Dictionary)
Definition for instruction: 1) the whole training and education of children (which relates to the cultivation of mind and morals, and employs for this purpose now commands and admonitions, now reproof and punishment). It also includes the training and care of the body (From Thayer)

Definition for instruction: 2) whatever in adults also cultivates the soul, especially by correcting mistakes and curbing passions. a) instruction which aims at increasing virtue b) chastisement, chastening, (From Thayer)
 

So, one must not only hear the instructions, but then they must heed them, and then carry them out. Faith is the gift received, it is then developed by hearing, giving audience to (hearing the instructions) the message delivered by the Word of God, Christ; and then allowing that Word to become an actual way of life! (Carrying out the instructions).
He who wishes to serve Christ must become:
1. His disciple or scholar, that he may be taught:

2. His servant, that he may be employed by and obey his master. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)
Many hear the Word of God, but few are willing to carry out His instructions.
To such a person a twofold promise is given:
1. He shall be with Christ, in eternal fellowship with him; and

2. He shall be honoured by the Lord: he shall have an abundant recompense in glory; but how great, eye hath not seen, ear heard, nor hath it entered into the heart of man to conceive. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

To follow Him, is to do that which He asks of us.

 

In the service of Jesus Christ,

 

Larry Gazelka
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