Bible Study Monday 26 November, 2001
 

    Yesterday is gone. Tomorrow has not yet arrived. Are you seeking Him with all of your heart this day?

Luke 11:28 But he said, Yea rather, blessed are they that hear the word of God, and keep it. (KJV)
 

    Many people hear the Word of God, but after hearing it, they then neglect the Word; and fail to allow it to take root within their life. Those people that are around these people, and observe them, might say that they are a Christian. What it comes down to though, is will the Lord know who they are when they stand before Him?

Matthew 7:21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. (KJV)

 

    Here one is able to clearly see an example of an identity crisis. The person thought that they had a right relationship with God, and thought that gave them the right to heaven, and yet they were refused entry because they were not recognized by the Lord.

 

    A person can go and stand in a barn for a week, or even a month, and it will not transform that person into a cow. Just because a person goes to a building, or quotes a few scriptures, does not mean that the Lord will recognize them as one of His.


    No person, by merely acknowledging my authority, believing in the Divinity of my nature, professing faith in the perfection of my righteousness, and infinite merit of my atonement, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven-- shall have any part with God in glory; but he who doeth the will of my Father-- he who gets the bad tree rooted up, the good tree planted, and continues to bring forth fruit to the glory and praise of God. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

Matthew 7:22-23 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. (KJV)

 

    Many will present a list to God of works that they have done, only to find out that they will not be recognized either. 

    [Many will say to me in that day] Ekeinee  (grk 1565) tee  (grk 3588) heemera  (grk 2250), in that very day, namely the day of judgment-- have we not prophesied, taught, publicly preached, in thy name; acknowledging thee to be the only Saviour, and proclaiming thee as such to others; cast out demons, impure spirits, who had taken possession of the bodies of men; done many miracles, being assisted by supernatural agency to invert even the course of nature, and thus prove the truth of the doctrine we preached! (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

    [Will I profess] Homologeesoo (grk 3670), I will fully and plainly tell them, I never knew you-- I never approved of you; for so the word is used in many places, both in the Old and New Testaments. You held the truth in unrighteousness, while you preached my pure and holy doctrine; and for the sake of my own truth, and through my love to the souls of men I blessed your preaching; but yourselves I could never esteem, because you were destitute of the spirit of my Gospel, unholy in your hearts, and unrighteous in your conduct. Alas! alas! how many preachers are there who appear prophets in their pulpits; how many writers, and other evangelical workmen, the miracles of whose labour, learning, and doctrine, we admire, who are nothing, and worse than nothing, before God, because they perform not his will, but their own? What an awful consideration, that a man of eminent gifts, whose talents are a source of public utility, should be only as a way-mark or finger-post in the way to eternal bliss, pointing out the road to others, without walking in it himself!
    [Depart from me] What a terrible word! What a dreadful separation! Depart from ME! from the very Jesus whom you have proclaimed, in union with whom alone eternal life is to be found. For, united to Christ, all is heaven; separated from him, all is hell. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

    Today, do you have an identity crisis with God?
 

Your brother in Him,

In the service of Jesus Christ.
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