Bible Study Monday 18 February, 2002

What is it that you base your relationship with God on?

 

John 8:42-43 Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, ye would love me: for I proceeded forth and came from God; neither came I of myself, but he sent me. 43 Why do ye not understand my speech? even because ye cannot hear my word. KJV

 

We are saved by grace, through faith. In other words, God's great love and mercy, can only become apparent to a person, when they take the time, put forth the proper effort, to hear, understand and then carry out or live, the Message delivered by the Word of God.

 

[For by grace are ye saved, through faith] As ye are now brought into a state of salvation, your sins being all blotted out, and you made partakers of the Holy Spirit; and, having a hope full of immortality, you must not attribute this to any works or merit of yours; for when this Gospel reached you, you were all found dead in trespasses and dead in sins; therefore it was God's free mercy to you, manifested through Christ, in whom ye were commanded to believe; and, having believed by the power of the Holy Spirit, ye received, and were sealed by, the Holy Spirit of promise; so that this salvation is in no sense of yourselves, but is the free gift of God; and not of any kind of works; so that no man can boast as having worked out his own salvation, or even contributed anything toward it. By grace are ye saved, through faith in Christ. This is a true doctrine, and continues to be essential to the salvation of man to the end of the world. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Definition for grace: Instrumental case of this wonderful word [charis] (grk 5485) which so richly expresses Paul's idea of salvation as God's free gift. (From Robertson's Word Pictures in the New Testament)
Definition for grace: 5485 charis- 1) grace: what affords joy, pleasure, delight, sweetness, charm, loveliness: grace of speech  2) good will, loving-kindness, favor; used of the merciful kindness by which God, exerting His holy influence upon souls, turns them to Christ, keeps, strengthens, increases them in Christian faith, knowledge, affection, and kindles them to the exercise of the Christian virtues. 3) what is due to grace a) the spiritual condition of one governed by the power of divine grace b) the token or proof of grace, benefit 1) a gift of grace 2) benefit, bounty 4) thanks, (for benefits, services, favors), a recompense, a reward. (From Thayers’)
 

Definition of grace:
I. Primarily "that which gives joy or pleasure;" and hence, "outward beauty, loveliness," something which "delights" the beholder.
II. "As a beautiful or agreeable sentiment felt and expressed toward another; kindness, favor, good-will." 
III. The "substantial expression of good-will; a boon, a favor, a gift;"

IV. The higher Christian signification, based on the emphasis of freeness in the gift or favor, and, as commonly in the New Testament, denoting the free, spontaneous, absolute loving-kindness of God toward men, and so contrasted with "debt, law, works, sin." The word does not occur either in Matthew or Mark. (From Vincent's Word Studies of the New Testament)

 

<Eph. 2:4-5>, "But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved)." Mercy is therefore the compassion of God that moved Him to provide a Savior for the unsaved. Had God been able to save even one soul on the ground of His sovereign mercy alone, He could have saved every person on that basis, as Lewis Sperry Chafer points out, and the death of Christ would not have been a necessity. Divine love on the other hand is the motivating plan behind all that God does in saving a soul. But since God is holy and righteous, and sin is a complete offense to Him, His love or His mercy cannot operate in grace until there is provided a sufficient satisfaction for sin. This satisfaction makes possible the exercise of God's grace. Grace thus rules out all human merit. It requires only faith in the Savior. Any intermixture of human merit violates grace. God's grace thus provides not only salvation but safety and preservation for the one saved, despite his imperfections. (From New Unger's Bible Dictionary)

 

We hear people often talk about grace, yet how many really have an idea of what God is trying to portray to them?

 

If one does not understand grace, how can they follow Jesus Christ, and that which Father has Him present to us?

 

If one cannot understand His grace, they will not hear the message of faith that Christ delivered to us. After all, faith is developed by hearing, and then obeying the Message delivered by and through the Word of God and allowing it to become a way of life.

 

Today, what is it that you choose to follow?

In the service of Jesus Christ,

 

Larry Gazelka
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