Bible Study Monday 14 January, 2002
 

When one wakes up each day, they are breathing without even being aware of it. Are you as cognizant of God and His Word?

 

Romans 1:22 Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, KJV

 

There are some things in one's life, that they do out of habit, whether they are conscious of it our not. One will breathe without being aware of it the majority of the time. They will blink their eyes without any thought to it unless something hinders the process. How much does one also do this with the habits of sin they developed in their lives, prior to Christ?

Christ is the power and wisdom of God (1Corinthians 1:24). In Him are hid all of the treasures of wisdom and knowledge (Colossians 2:3). He is the vine, and we are the branches, without Him, we cannot not do anything that will merit eternal life for us (John 15:5, Ephesians 2:8-9).
 

Yet, how often does one try to do things in their own strength? One will try things in their own way, and then want to blame God when things fail. For years, one lived in opposition to God and His Word. One had to work hard, to maintain their lifestyle which was contrary to God and His law of faith. As a result of this way of living, one developed bad habits; that is, habits, rituals or traditions that were in opposition to God and His Word. They (the habits, rituals or traditions that were in opposition to God and His Word) became a part of their character, a part of their moral fiber. Paul for years, thought he was doing God a favor, by trying to eliminate the Christian. However, after Paul's conversion to Christianity, we see that he makes the statement, that there are those that have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge (Romans 10:2-3).
How often is it that one does a certain thing, or respond a certain way, because this is the way the world has taught them (vain repetitions); or that the world has said that this is the way which it should be?

 

Prayer requires more of the heart than of the tongue. The eloquence of prayer consists in the fervency of desire, and the simplicity of faith. The abundance of fine thoughts, studied and vehement motions, and the order and politeness of the expressions, are things which compose a mere human harangue, not a humble and Christian prayer. Our trust and confidence ought to proceed from that which God is able to do in us, and not from that which we can say to him. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)
Definition of habits: usual physical or mental condition; an action so often repeated as to become a fixed characteristic or tendency; an addiction.

 

Definition for character: individuality; the sum of traits and habits that make up a person’s mental and moral being.

 

The world judges by the external, that is one's habits, traits, traditions, or rituals that are displayed before them. This is the way the world will judge you. God looks at the thoughts and intents of the heart. To love God, is to live according to His Word, by that which He has asked of you, not that which the world has told you it thinks you should do.

 

Your brother in Him,
In the service of Jesus Christ.

 

Larry Gazelka
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