Bible Study Monday 11 February, 2002

No matter how small the habit, no matter how small one may think the sin, the wages are the same!

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. KJV

 

Note: that the wages or payment for disobedience; that is the payment for bad habits acquired and maintained, is eternal death. One seldom gives thought to the fact, of how hard and diligent one must be, to hold onto, and maintain bad habits without regard to what God says the consequence of these bad habits will be.

 

Just as faith is developed and maintained by hearing, and then obeying the Word of God; likewise, the same is true for sin. Sin is developed and maintained by living and operating in fear. The message the devil delivers is fear. Fear is developed and maintained by one continually listening to, and then living by this fear. That is, one believes the lie, more than the truth of God's Word.

 

2 Timothy 3:13-14 But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived. 14 But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; KJV

 

2 Timothy 3:13-14 But bad men and impostors will go on from bad to worse, misleading and being misled. 14 But you must cling to the things which you have learnt and have been taught to believe, knowing who your teachers were, (Weymouth translation)

 

One has to make the decision to follow these people that teach the lies. They not only make the original decision to follow the first lie, but then they continually give affirmation to the continuing of these lies. And the Bible is quite clear to tell us, that he that is not with Him, is against Him.


2 Thessalonians 2:10-11 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: KJV

 

One has to want the truth, in order to hear and receive the truth. When one seeks Him with all of their heart, that is when they will find Him. People seldom want to hear the truth. They would rather continue in the lie or lies. It is by continuing in the lies, that this reinforces the bad habits or routines that one has developed in their lives. Just think how hard one must work in opposition to the truth, in order to maintain the lies!


[In them that perish] Among them that are destroyed; and they are destroyed and perish because they would not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. So they perish because they obstinately refuse to be saved, and receive a lie in preference to the truth. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)
[God shall send them strong delusion] For this very cause, that they would not receive the love of the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness, therefore God permits strong delusion to occupy their minds; so that they believe a lie rather than the truth, prefer false apostles and their erroneous doctrines to the pure truths of the Gospel, brought to them by the well-accredited messengers of God; being ever ready to receive any false Messiah, while they systematically and virulently reject the true one. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

They are such as love not the truth that they may be saved. They heard the truth (it may be), but they did not love it; they could not bear sound doctrine, and therefore easily imbibed false doctrines; they had some notional knowledge of what was true, but they indulged some powerful prejudices, and so became a prey to seducers. Had they loved the truth, they would have persevered in it, and been preserved by it; but no wonder if they easily parted with what they never had any love to. And of these persons it is said that they perish or are lost; they are in a lost condition, and in danger to be lost for ever. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)
They believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness: they did not love the truth, and therefore they did not believe it; and, because they did not believe the truth, therefore they had pleasure in unrighteousness, or in wicked actions, and were pleased with false notions. Note, An erroneous mind and vicious life often go together and help forward one another. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

In the service of Jesus Christ,

 

Larry Gazelka
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