Bible Study Friday 8 February, 2002
One would never purposefully drink a deadly amount of poison. Yet, what happens when one listens to man’s traditions and doctrines, rather than adhering to the Word?

2 Timothy 2:17-18 And their word will eat as doth a canker: of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus; 18 Who concerning the truth have erred, saying that the resurrection is past already; and overthrow the faith of some. KJV 

[Will eat as doth a canker] Margin, "gangrene." This word-- [gangraina]  (grk 1044)-- occurs nowhere else in the New Testament. It is derived from [graioo], [grainoo], to devour, corrode," and means "gangrene" or "mortification"-- the death of a part, spreading, unless arrested, by degrees over the whole body. The words rendered "will eat," mean "will have nutriment;" that is, will spread over and consume the healthful parts. It will not merely destroy the parts immediately affected, but will extend into the surrounding healthy parts and destroy them also. So it is with erroneous doctrines. They will not merely eat out the truth in the particular matter to which they refer, but they will also spread over and corrupt other truths. The doctrines of religion are closely connected, and are dependent on each other-- like the different parts of the human body. One cannot be corrupted without affecting those adjacent to it, and unless checked, the corruption will soon spread over the whole. (From Barnes' Notes)

Much of the customs, traits, rituals, or habits that people cling to, have no scriptural basis, nor authority. But, because someone who was in the position of leadership or authority presented the idea or teaching, people will hear what is taught, and put it into practice in their life.

 

[Their word will eat as doth a canker] Hoos gangraina  (grk 1044). As a gangrene; i. e. as a mortification in the flesh, where the circulation is entirely stopped, and putrefaction takes place, which continues to corrupt all the circumjacent flesh, spreading more and more until death takes place, unless stopped by a timely and judicious application of medicine. Such is the influence of false doctrine; it fixes its mortal seed in the soul, which continues to corrupt and assimilate everything to itself, till, if not prevented by a timely application of the word of life, under the direction of the heavenly Physician, it terminates in the bitter pains of an eternal death. To such a gangrene the apostle compares the corrupt doctrines of Hymeneus and Philetus. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

If a person has no time for God and His Word, how can they ever rightly divide the Word of truth? If one studies for man's approval rather than God's, how can they ever be sure of what is right according to God's plan and Word? 

 

It is the truth that will set one free, and keep them free, if they continue in the Word of truth. Are your habits based upon God and His Word, or just something that you have heard? Without faith, it is impossible to please Him. Faith is based in and upon the Message delivered by Christ, the Son and Word of God. Is what you are operating in today, based on faith, or some fable?

 

In the service of Jesus Christ,

 

Larry Gazelka
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