Bible Study Friday 7 December, 2001


It is not enough to recite creeds or chants; rather, one must become a partaker of His divine nature.

 
John 15:7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. (KJV)
Definition for abide: 3306  meno-1) to remain, abide a) in reference to place: 1) to sojourn, tarry 2) not to depart a) to continue to be present b) to be held, kept, continually b) in reference to time: to continue to be, not to perish, to last, to endure; used of persons, to survive, live c) in reference to a state or a condition: to remain as one, not to become another or different 2) to wait for, to await one.
 

    To continue in Him, to allow Him to have residence within us. Let's look at Adam Clarkes comments on the above verse.

 

Observe, in order to have influence with God, we must:

 1. Be united to Christ-- if ye abide in me. 2. That in order to be preserved in this union, we must have our lives regulated by the doctrine of Christ-- and my words abide in you. 3. That to profit by this union and doctrine, we must pray-- ye shall ask. 4. That every heavenly blessing shall be given to those who continue in this union, with a loving, obedient, praying spirit:-- ye shall ask what ye will, etc. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)


    To partake of His divine nature; that is to have a daily diet of His Word, which is then the instruction (2Timothy 3:16-17), nourishment (Matthew 4:4, John 6:32), and the very essence of life for one to be alive spiritually. One must do this on a moment-by-moment basis to be identified as one of His.
 

    To abide in Him, is to be identified with Him. To be identified with Him, is to accept the gift of God, Christ, and then learning to live by faith in His Word. Faith: the ability to hear the message delivered by the Word of God, Christ, and allowing it to become an actual way of life! Allowing the Word of God to continue to grow each and every day within us.
 

    Without this faith operating within us, it is impossible to please Him. If we are not able to please Him, then one will not be able to be identified with Him. It is up to the individual, to use and incorporate in their life, this measure of faith that has been made available to them, that they might be pleasing unto Him.
 

Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. (KJV)
 

    Let us look at Adam Clarkes comments on this verse.

     [He that cometh to God] The man who professes that it is his duty to worship God, must, if he act rationally, do it on the conviction that there is such a Being infinite, eternal, unoriginated, and self-existent; the cause of all other being; on whom all being depends; and by whose energy, bounty, and providence, all other beings exist, live, and are supplied with the means of continued existence and life. He must believe, also, that he rewards them that diligently seek him; that he is not indifferent about his own worship; that he requires adoration and religious service from men; and that he blesses, and especially protects and saves, those who in simplicity and uprightness of heart seek and serve him. This requires faith, such a faith as is mentioned above; a faith by which we can please God; and now that we have an abundant revelation, a faith according to that revelation; a faith in God through Christ the great sin-offering, without which a man can no more please him, or be accepted of him, than Cain was. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)
 
    Are you allowing His Word to be that which governs your life this day?
 

Your brother in Him,

In the service of Jesus Christ.
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