Bible Study for 28 April, 1999


<ready-fish> Father we humbly come before you this day, thanking you for another opportunity you have given us to walk in your spirit today, and our prayer today is that we can continue to lift and elevate each other, to stay in the path of righteousness you have chosen for us, through your son Jesus Christ 

<ready-fish> Heb 12:1 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, (KJV) 

<ready-fish> what we would like to concentrate on today is the race, as well as the witnesses we are compassed with. as we discussed a bit yesterday, taking the time, to consider one another, exhorting one another, on a daily basis 

<ready-fish> Heb 10:24-25 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. (KJV) 

<ready-fish> exhorting, to encourage, lift up, and encourage and again, so much more as we near the finish line, the prize of the high calling in Christ. so today, let us not forsake the assembling of ourselves, and utilize the members of the body, being surrounded with these effective witnesses 

<ready-fish> 1 Cor 9:24 Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain. (KJV) 

<ready-fish> now we know in the world, when there is a race, the prize goes to an individual, but as we run our race, the prize belongs to the one body. so let us run this race as a unit, knowing that we are all contending as one, for the same goal 

<ready-fish> Eph 4:2-4 With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; 
 (KJV) 

<ready-fish> so the prize Paul refers to does go to one, and as we take the time to consider one another, we will run this race as a unit, one body. forbearing, to hold or lift up, to keep the unity, seeing that me all make it to the finish, making it our endeavor so that we all obtain the prize 

<ready-fish> 1 Cor 12:25-26 That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have the same care one for another. And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it. 
 (KJV) 

<ready-fish> schism, refers to a division, or gap. not forsaking the assembling, but running this race as a unit, having the same care or compassion, one for another, and if one member suffers, stumbles or falls, we will call in the spiritual medics, and lift each other up, and get back in the race, because the member you help lift up today, may be the one there for you down the road, if you need attention. but how would we ever be able to continue as a unit, if we are all running in different directions, or running in circles 
<at-peace> we wouldn't be able to, we need to all have the same goal 
<ready-fish> this race is to be run as one unit, and the prize does go to one, the members of the body of Christ 
<helpmate> we all need to be like minded 

<ready-fish> Phil 2:3-4 Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves. Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others. (KJV) 

<ready-fish> the definition for esteem here is to consider. there is no reason, any of us with the body of believers, the witnesses we are surrounded with, should not be able to run this race, and claim our prize. yes, we struggle at times, and stumble, but by running as a unit, it makes the task so much more bearable 

<ready-fish> Gal 6:1-2 Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. 
Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. (KJV) 

<helpmate> if one stumbles it is much easier to get up if someone is there to help you than to do it on your own 
<ready-fish> bear, to help lift and support. we which are spiritual, by staying built up, walking in the spirit. we will be more aware of the needs and restoration needed within the body. law of Christ, greater love has no man, that a man lay down his life for the brethren 

<ready-fish> Heb 3:13-14 But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end; (KJV) 

<ready-fish> if we can hold the beginning, keep our first love, and run as a unit, we will continues as partakers of Christ. we will be more and more aware of the needs of the body as a whole, considering one another, and keeping the body restored and healthy 

<ready-fish> 2 Pet 1:12-13 Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, though ye know them, and be established in the present truth. 
Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in remembrance; (KJV) 

<ready-fish> peter here has an interesting way of putting it, to stir, to encourage, raise up, and awaken 
<helpmate> not let them become dull of hearing 
<ready-fish> he was not negligent to remind us of the cloud of witnesses we are surrounded with, and to keep us in remembrance of the prize that does await us, even though we know them, as peter says, he was a constant reminder of what our goal is 

<ready-fish> 2 Cor 1:4-5 Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God. For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also aboundeth by Christ. (KJV) 

<ready-fish> so area's that we have overcome in our walk, we can encourage and comfort others, as well as the area's they have overcome, will be a comfort and encouragement to us. it is an encouragement to know, that we can run this course together, being surrounded with victorious witnesses. knowing that if the burden gets heavy at times, we have others that can help carry the load for a time if needed, or share in the burden, knowing that the same burden you help lift, may be and area you will need some help in later on in our walk 

<ready-fish> Phil 1:27 Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel; 
 (KJV) 

<ready-fish> striving here is defined as contending for a prize, or laboring together 
one spirit and one mind of Christ, the one body that will achieve the prize 

<ready-fish> Rom 12:9-10 Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good. Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another; (KJV) 

<ready-fish> preferring means to consider also, so let us consider, and honor one another 
i will close here, any questions or comments ? 
<renewed> o/ 
<ready-fish> yes cheryl 
<renewed> greg got a picture here when you were talking about helping to carry the load. Saw a picture of someone trying to carry a heavy suitcase. and another person coming along on the other side of the suitcase and grasping the handle to help carry it. and as they walked along and carried the suitcase together their hands touched, and they bumped shoulders, and they started talking to each other. soon the focus wasn't on the burden they were carrying but on the fellowship they were having together. And thus made the burden seem lighter as they carried it. the end :-)) 
<ready-fish> yes, very good, by us walking in the spirit, we will continue to stay on the same course, and like you said, we will be aware when the load starts to get heavy, and be there to help 
<truth_seek> the beginning? 
<helpmate> .....the beginning of a new life in Christ Jesus 
<diligently> yes PYL  Father is so good to us 
<ready-fish> and even though we all sin and fall short of the glory at times, we have the resources to rise up again, and not stay down 
<renewed> yes and liked what helen said about when you stumble, it is so much easier to get up, when there is someone there to give you a hand to help pull you up, but you have to decide if you are going to grasp that hand 
<CrossB4Me> very true 
<ready-fish> the more we are aware and considerate of the needs of the body, the stronger and healthier it stays 
<CrossB4Me> o/ 
<ready-fish> yes Crossb4me 
<CrossB4Me> Umm....does it also determine how deep we are in our relationship with the Lord to be aware of the needs of the body? 

<ready-fish> John 15:13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. (KJV) 

<ready-fish> it allows us to walk in the love of God, as we lay down our life, and allow the life of Christ to work through us 
<CrossB4Me> But that also means dying to ourself right? 
<helpmate> o/ 
<ready-fish> yes it does 

<ready-fish> John 3:30 He must increase, but I must decrease. (KJV) 

<CrossB4Me> Amen.... 
<ready-fish> as john put it, allowing Him to increase, and i decrease 
<CrossB4Me> Like in Philippians where it says Jesus took of no reputation 

<ready-fish> Gal 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. (KJV) 

<ready-fish> allowing the spirit to manifest, by keeping the body in subjection 
<CrossB4Me> Amen 
<ready-fish> yes, like Philippians says, he made Himself of no reputation, and took on the form of a servant 


<CrossB4Me> the servant...Oh how wonderful of a word... 
<ready-fish> and laid down his life for the brethren 
<CrossB4Me> this is speaking fathoms to me 
<ready-fish> did i miss a question 

<ready-fish> Phil 2:7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: (KJV) 

<CrossB4Me> this message is hitting home 

<ready-fish> Gal 5:24-25 And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. (KJV) 
 
 






