Bible Study for 22 April, 1999


<at-peace> Father we come before you this day today with thanksgiving in our hearts for this time of fellowship, we thank you Father for that which you have prepared for each of us, that will keep us and sustain us through this day with all praise, honor, and glory unto you Father through Christ Jesus, our Lord 

<ready-fish> 1 Cor 12:18 But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him.  (KJV) 

<ready-fish> God has set the members, in the place that is pleasing to Him, and by knowing and understanding our place within the body, it will allow us to continue to please Him. to try and illustrate this point, we are referred as members of the body, so try for a day to go to work, say with one arm tied behind your back. after one day, you will begin to realize how important that part is, and begin to realize how important we are to Father, that he has placed us within His body. 

<ready-fish> Matt 16:18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. (KJV) 

<ready-fish> what we notice here, is upon the revelation of Christ, the foundation, the Lord will build his church, and by knowing and understanding your place, where Father has set you, the gates of hell shall not prevail. It's when we question or doubt our place within the body, that we open ourselves up to the devil and his devices. Father is the master builder of His church, and as long as we remain within His calling, within the body, the gates of hell shall not prevail 

<ready-fish> 1 Pet 2:5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. (KJV) 

<ready-fish> the body of Christ, the building of God, is not physical, but spiritual, and by us realizing our importance within the body, you understand you are His building. a building the gates of hell will not bring down 

<ready-fish> Acts 7:48-49 Howbeit the most High dwelleth not in temples made with hands; as saith the prophet, Heaven is my throne, and earth is my footstool: what house will ye build me? saith the Lord: or what is the place of my rest? (KJV) 

<ready-fish> anytime we question our calling, or belittle it, are we not questioning Father and His design for His church 
<at-peace> yes, we would be 
<diligently> yes 
<shama> yeah 
<ready-fish> are we not telling Him, that He made a mistake in His design, that we know something He doesn't. no wonder the devil, try's to belittle our calling, and place within the body, he would like nothing better to see you step out of Fathers realm 
<renewed> o/ 
<ready-fish> yes cheryl 
<renewed> but couldn't it be we aren't hearing or understanding what our calling is. how can we know for sure exactly what our place in the body is? 
<ready-fish> anyone who has is saved, is a part of the body of Christ, now its a matter of abiding in Him, allowing ourselves to be led by the spirit, and Father will open that area up to each and everyone of us, and once we understand our place within the body, to learn to be content with our calling, and continue in it the way Father sees fit. does that help 
<renewed> ok thanks 

<ready-fish> Ps 127:1 Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain that build it: except the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain. (KJV) 

<ready-fish> by knowing the foundation of God, the mystery of Christ, Father will build on that, now its allowing Him to set us in the place that He sees fit, but each and everyone of us is an integral part of His building, the church of the living God. its a matter now of allowing Him to build it the way He sees fit, and abiding in our calling 

<ready-fish> Matt 7:24-25 Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. (KJV) 

<ready-fish> again, another illustration of the gates of hell not prevailing, by having the church built upon the rock. so when the storms come, the winds of doctrines blew, the house stands, and we are not tossed to and fro by each and every member doing their part, staying in place, the church continues to stand 
<at-peace> a house divided can not stand 
<ready-fish> absolutely. if there are bricks or stones missing, or out of place, the foundation our building becomes unstable and then the walls start to weaken 

<ready-fish> Eph 2:19-20 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; (KJV) 

<ready-fish> we are built, the cornerstone is what starts the building, and keeps it in place, and you are set on that foundation, and as long as we remain in place, our house will stand. we are the house hold of God, his temple 

<ready-fish> Eph 2:21-22 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. (KJV) 

<ready-fish> fitly framed together, which every joint supplieth, we are the habitation Father has chosen 

<ready-fish> Col 2:6-7 As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him: 
Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving. (KJV) 

<ready-fish> as you have received, the more you walk in Him, the more you will understand your calling and place within the body, which will cause you to abound with thanksgiving. you will know how important you really are, how much you do mean to Father, and without that part, the body suffers and lacks 

<ready-fish> Acts 20:32 And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified. (KJV) 

<ready-fish> the word of God, will open the door, build you up, and show you the place He has chosen for you 

<ready-fish> Heb 12:1 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, (KJV) 

<ready-fish> by knowing your place in the body, allowing the Word of God, the witnesses to compass you, you will lay aside the doubts and confusion, and you will run the race to the end, and the gates of hell will not stop you. any questions, that's all i have for today 
<shama> o/ 
<ready-fish> yes steph 
<shama> so when we have doubts or confusion about our place in the body, is it satan that is trying to get us to doubt?? 

<ready-fish> 1 Cor 12:22-23 Nay, much more those members of the body, which seem to be more feeble, are necessary: And those members of the body, which we think to be less honourable, upon these we bestow more abundant honour; and our uncomely parts have more abundant comeliness. (KJV) 

<ready-fish> if you notice here Paul makes two interesting comments here, which seem, and in v23 we think. yes satan would like nothing better than to get us to doubt or belittle our place, so that we will step out on his turf. and how many times do WE THINK we are not important, when Paul is emphasizing how important we are 
<shama> too many 
<shama> so satan puts the doubts across our path to try to get us to trip as we focus on our faults instead? 
<ready-fish> so it is not Father telling us that we are unnecessary, but rather satan, because as long as we continue abiding within the body, he cannot prevail against us 

<ready-fish> Isa 54:17 No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and their righteousness is of me, saith the LORD. (KJV) 

<ready-fish> as long as we are His servants abiding in His calling, this is our inheritance, and the gates of hell, or any other weapon, shall not prosper. so satan would love nothing better, to see division in the body 

<ready-fish> 1 Cor 12:25 That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have the same care one for another. (KJV) 

<ready-fish> God is no respecter of persons, He doesn't play favorites, that's why we are one body of believers, not just one individual member 
<shama> does that mean when we do doubt, that we have stepped onto satan's turf?? 
<ready-fish> that means that the devil is not pleased with the fact that you are operating within the calling of God, and that He is unable to prevail anymore 

<ready-fish> John 10:4-5 And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice. And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers. (KJV) 

<ready-fish> and that we need to rightly divide and discern, and not give ear to his voice 

<ready-fish> James 4:7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. (KJV) 

<shama> ok thanks 
<ready-fish> and realizing that Greater is He that is within me, than he that is within the world 
<shama> yeah 
<ready-fish> the devil does not attack and empty warehouse, and he is not pleased to see us know and understand our rights and authority in the word 

<ready-fish> 2 Cor 2:11 Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices. (KJV) 

<ready-fish> by knowing our place and calling within the body, we are not ignorant of his tricks, and he wont get the advantage on us 

<ready-fish> Eph 4:27 Neither give place to the devil. (KJV) 

<ready-fish> John 10:27-28 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:

 
And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. (KJV) 

<diligently> :-) 
<ready-fish> the gates of hell, shall not prevail in the church of God. any other questions? 
 

