Bible Study Wednesday 2 April 2003

<mike> Father... we continue before your glorious throne today because of your goodness toward us. We are continually in awe of it and thank you for this time of fellowship in Christ's glorious name

<opentext> Definition for conflict: Struggling with difficulties; a striving to oppose, or overcome. ( example: The good man has a perpetual conflict with his evil propensities.) A struggling of the mind; distress; anxiety. To be in opposition or contradictory. (Webster's 1828 dictionary)

<opentext> Definition for conflicting: 1. Striking, or dashing together; fighting; contending; struggling to resist and overcome. 2. Being in opposition; contrary; contradictory. (Webster's 1828 dictionary)

<opentext> One seldom gives though to one having conflicting thoughts within the mind. Yet, this is the main battlefield for the Christian. Let's look at a few examples: Three wise men at the manger, no wise men at the manger. For those that have gone to Father and His Word, there is no conflict. However, for those that follow man, this creates a great conflict. If one is in battle, and the enemy is dressing as civilians, what kind of conflict would this create

for a person?

<mike> confusion, uncertainty

<diligently> a battle field for them, that is just how it is for us today. devil looks like an angel of light

<disciple> we have to be prepared for those times

<opentext> One will only struggle, or have conflicting reports, when they do not know, nor have confidence in Father and His Word. It is the truth of God's Word, that exposes all enemies, and extinguish all lies. However, without the truth, one will get conflicting reports.

<opentext> 1 Pet 2:11, Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul; (KJV)

<opentext> Paul tells us not to be conformed to this world. It is only when one tries to fit into this world, that their vision becomes blurred, and conflicting reports begin. If the mind is not kept renewed, how susceptible to struggle and confusion does one become?

<chosen> very much <diligently> very <disciple> much

<mike> like running into battle without your sword

<greg> one can have a tendency to compromise in those situations

<opentext> If one keeps trying to fit into the world, and it's way of doing things, what happens to one's vision? What does it do to one's mind?

<disciple> it corrupts the mind, and discernment becomes difficult

<diligently> makes it think worldly ( a mind renewed in the world not Fathers word)

<greg> transgression, a person will rebuild things that were destroyed, look to physical things to try and satisfy the spirit

<opentext> Weymouth's New Testament

<opentext> 1 Peter 2:11 Dear friends, I entreat you as pilgrims and foreigners not to indulge the cravings of your lower natures: for all such cravings wage war upon the soul.

<opentext> The cravings of the lower nature, will cloud one's vision, and impair their judgment. We are in the world, but not of it. As long as one maintains the example of the believer, holding fast their profession of faith, then they will be able to bypass all of the conflicting reports, and thus end the conflict that tries to arise in the mind.

<opentext> Montgomery New Testament

<opentext> James 4:1 Where do the conflicts and quarrels that go on among you come from? Do they not come from your passions which are always making war among your bodily members?

<opentext> I want us to look at this verse though as within ourselves, that is the two natures warring against one another.

<opentext> Ps 119:89-91, 89 For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven. 

<opentext> 90 Thy faithfulness is unto all generations: thou hast established the earth, and it abideth. 91 They continue this day according to thine ordinances: for all are thy servants. (KJV)

<opentext> Today, is the Word settled in your heart? This is the first thing one must do to avoid conflict within. If God is true, and every man a liar, won't you then be able to remain seated in the heavenlies where you belong?

<disciple> yes

<chosen> yes

<diligently> yes

<mike> must stay sober, awake, senses keen to what is happening in the spirit.

<opentext> Thus we can then see why Paul tells us that we are seated in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus, and by avoiding conflicts, that is where we will remain. His, Father's faithfulness is to all generations; He is no respecter of persons. So one has to realize that what he did for Paul, or Enoch, or any other person of faith, He will also do for you.

<opentext> Thus why Jesus Christ said, that the works that He did, we shall do also. Jesus Christ did not hide from, or avoid the world. However, in always hearing Father, He was always able to avoid conflicting reports.

<opentext> Isn't it when we try to listen to Father, and the world, that conflicts or struggles then begin in one's life?

<disciple> yep

<chosen> yes

<diligently> yes

<mike> yes

<opentext> Don't the conflicts and struggles begin and continue, when one becomes unsure of where their allegiance should be placed?

<chosen> yes

<diligently> yes

<disciple> yes, the truth becomes distorted in one's mind, when not listening to Father

<opentext> Ps 119:92, Unless thy law (the law of faith) had been my delights, I should then have perished in mine affliction. (KJV)

<greg> a person becomes a double agent, running to and fro

<opentext> Unless Father's Word is my total delight (notice it is plural in the verse), i will perish with the conflict that will transpire within my life.

<opentext> Without the vision of who Jesus Christ is, one's vision will be blurred; they will be unsure of where their allegiance belongs, and thus will become unstable, double minded, and conflict will reign in their life.

<mike> so true

<opentext> How can one avoid this? Studying for Father's approval. Doing only those things they see Father do; and speaking only those things they hear Father speak.

<opentext> It worked for Jesus Christ, and since Father is no respecter of persons, He will do it for you, if you seek Him with all of your heart, so that He is your delight in everything you set your hand to do. This is how you can avoid conflict in your life.

<opentext> Today, avoid all conflicting reports! It is the truth that sets you free, and keep you free, if you will continue in it!

Copyright © 2003 Rev Larry Gazelka all rights reserved

