Bible Study Monday 14 April 2003

greg> Father i thank you for this day, a day devoted to you in spirit and in truth, being led by your word which is a lamp to our feet and light to our path in the name of your only begotten Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

Heb 11:1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. (KJV)

<greg> as we begin here, i would like to focus on the word evidence: 1650 elegchos (el'-eng-khos);from 1651; proof, conviction: KJV-- evidence, reproof.

<greg> having watched many police and crime scene shows lately, one of the first things they deal with is collecting evidence on their behalf, finding the proof, what really happened in the situation that is at hand, at this very moment.

<greg> and for all of us, our journey through life is quite similar, the devil has painted a picture of what life should be, distorted the truth to cover his crimes, and without Christ, we spent most of our time in confusion and doubt.

Eph 2:13-14, 13 But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 14 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us; (KJV)

<greg> as with many of the crime scene shows, the first thing they do is sort through the blood evidence, to find out what really happened, and how to solve this mystery for themselves. and once we begin to uncover this mystery, begin to see beyond the veil of the flesh, then we are able to walk on that straight and narrow path of righteousness, not being tossed to and fro with every wind of doctrine. and basically the more evidence we uncover, the more confident we become in our walk, the more assured we are that we are on the right path, despite what many others are doing, or how others may perceive the evidence God has presented for our benefit to uncover this mystery.

<greg> and that is what it comes down to on a daily basis, presenting our selves a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable unto Him, to hear the truth, and eliminate any doubts or fears the enemy may present to lead us astray.

<greg> Eph 4:4 There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; (KJV)

<greg> and we know also, one Lord and one faith, in all our endeavors in life, in all that we seek to find the peace of God, that assurance that we are still on the right path, always point to one answer, Christ in you the hope of glory

<greg> Heb 11:1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. (KJV)

<greg> 5287 hupostasis- 1) a setting or placing under; a thing put under, a substructure, a foundation 2) what has foundation, what is firm a) what has actual existence; a substance, a real being b) the substantial quality, nature, used of a person or thing c) the steadfastness of mind, a firmness, courage, a resolution, confidence, firm trust, assurance

<greg> now faith, our ability to hear the message delivered by Christ and act on it, now it has some substance in our life, we are able to develop a picture for ourselves of what is truth, what is my calling and place within the body of Christ, and how to uncover the evidence of the mystery of Christ and present a solid case that will allow me access to the throne. we are no longer ignorant of satan’s devices, we have sifted through the crime scene of this world, the tainted distorted picture that the prince of the air has painted, the thief and murderer to those that choose to be blind. we have established a firm foundation of something that was a hope for us in the past, something that at one time we knew was true, but hadn’t quite established it for ourselves, until we personally took the time to seek it our and allow it to become real for ourselves.

<greg> we are now able to stand on a firm foundation, steadfast and unmovable, knowing that this word is not just a bunch of interesting stories involving other people, but is an actual way of life, real and alive to those that are willing to hear.

<greg> Col 1:5-6, 5 For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel; 6 Which is come unto you, as it is in all the world; and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also in you, since the day ye heard of it, and knew the grace of God in truth: (KJV)

<greg> if we choose to seek those things which are above, setting our affection singular on that alone, then we are able to form a clear picture of what salvation truly means, what has been done on our behalf, and what is required of each and every one of us as individuals to continue in this faith grounded and settled and not moved away.

<greg> and if we notice in verse 6, this word is able to bring forth fruit, but only when heard and acted on, and then getting to the point of knowing, the grace of God in truth

<greg> for many of us we have had the evidence presented to us over the years, its only when we are willing to give audience to it, and allow it work in our own behalf, that we are able to see a clear picture of Gods simple plan of salvation.

<greg> Mark 4:20,And these are they which are sown on good ground; such as hear the word, and receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hundred. (KJV)

<greg> and so it begins, Father deals with us all as individuals, working on the areas He knows are a hindrance in our walk, the area's that distort our vision and the picture begins to take shape, similar to a Polaroid, and the more we continue seeking it out, following through with what is being asked of us, the larger the picture becomes, the clearer and more precise that evidence appears, to the point that no way no how will you ever allow yourself to be swayed of moved again.

<greg> so this day, what is Father asking of me, what does He desire to show me that will enlighten my vision, and even though it may seem small of insignificant, its following through to then end.

<greg> any questions or comments

<at-peace> o/

<greg> yes at peace

<at-peace> just want to share what Father said to me the other day...

<greg> ok, please do

<at-peace> there is freedom in Now Faith... now is the appointed time... now is the day of salvation.... there is peace when we remain in Now Faith

<at-peace> we would be able to see and hear clearly if we remain in I AM

<greg> yes thank you, imagine how much more solid we would remain if we only dealt in the now

<greg> Rom 6:8 Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him: (KJV)

<mike> o/

<mike> a comment on what charlene shared...

<greg> if you notice here, whatsoever is not of faith is sin, its when we become dead to these things or the past then we are able to believe

<greg> yes go ahead mike

<mike> laboring to enter into the rest (I AM) if anything is currently in the way (thoughts-imaginations)

<diligently> o/

<greg> yes judy

<diligently> verse to share

<greg> please do

<diligently> Matthew 10:39 He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.

<diligently> we heard if we die we belong to Christ and if we live we belong to Christ

<greg> i like how Williams commentary describes that as well

<greg> 39. Anybody who gains his lower life will lose the higher life, and anybody who loses his lower life for my sake will gain the higher life.<t>

<diligently> so either way we are belong to Christ

<at-peace> John 3:30 He must increase, but I must decrease. (KJV)

<greg> exactly, the devil would like us to seek evidence in the lower nature, having begun our search in the spirit, and trying to perfect the picture in the flesh
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