9 June 2005 Thursday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father we thank you for the day and all that you have in store for us that will keep and sustain each of us through today as we listen and receive with open hearts and minds your words of life and truth that will encourage and strengthen us to do all things pleasing in your sight giving you all the praise, honor, and glory you are deserving of through Christ Jesus our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 12:17, Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all men. KJV

 

<opentext> The first part of this verse is quite easy for us to comprehend. However, the second part of this verse is often overlooked.

<opentext> To provide things that are honest, to be up front in all that we do.

<opentext> [Provide things honest] Be prudent, be cautious, neither eat, drink, nor wear, but as you pay for everything. "Live not on trust, for that is the way to pay double "and by this means the poor are still kept poor. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> How often anymore is it that people are really concerned about their neighbor? How often is anyone anymore really concerned with how they do business?

<at-peace> not often anymore… it has become a society that is "all about me"

<helpmate> most are not

<opentext> Exactly, people are more concerned with how they can make more, and it does not matter who they have to step on or over, in order to be able to achieve more.

<opentext> Not many people are concerned with how honest they are in their business dealings. No longer is a fair priced asked, but rather what the market will bear.

<opentext> Yet how many people really think that the Word applies to their job or business dealings?

<at-peace> anymore... few

<helpmate> in all you say and do is only for the spiritual, not the physical...and that is usually just on sundays, or their church day

<opentext> Even for many that call themselves Christians, they often complain about how they are treated on the job, or the amount of wages that they are paid. And yet, aren't we suppose to do all that we do, unto the Lord?

<at-peace> yes

<helpmate> yes

<opentext> To be honest in all that we do. And yet isn't their also the mentality, that if someone else has stuck it to you, then don't people revert to the first part of this verse and then not only seek revenge, but then also try to stick to anyone else that they can?

<helpmate> yes

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> And if one is not attentive, how easy is it for a person to be pulled along into this kind of thinking or mentality?

<at-peace> it would be easy if they follow the strangers voice

<helpmate> easy if the mind is not kept renewed in His Word

<opentext> So we can see then that evil communications [hearing] can and will corrupt the good morals or manners of a person.

<opentext> Most Christians do not apply the basics of Biblical principles to all aspects of their life, but rather think that it only applies to selected areas of their life. And yet it is in all that we say, and in all that we do that should be done to be pleasing to the Father.

 

<opentext> Rom 12:18,  If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. KJV

 

<opentext> And we know that it is possible, for what seems impossible to man is possible with God. Here again what it comes to, is how much time and effort that one has put in to hear and obtain Father's counsel in and for their life.

<opentext> Can you think of how many times that Father has asked something of you, and your first thoughts were of how impossible it would be to do that?

<helpmate> yes, have done that

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> Or what about for even showing His love to a certain person, haven't you even thought for some people that it would be next to impossible?

<helpmate> yes

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> Paul says that with as much as lieth within you. How much confidence is it that one has in the work that He has begun within you? How much trust is there within, for what God has asked of you, or for that which He has said that He will provide?

<at-peace> depends on where one's focus is at... if we are walking by faith, putting away our thinking.... it should be at all times in all situations knowing God to be true

<opentext> And as much as lieth within, is going to be determined by how attentive that one has been to His Word. After all, faith is by hearing the Message once delivered to us by and through Christ Jesus. So what lies within is going to be determined by how much time and effort that one has given to Father to hear and obey His counsel.

<opentext> So if revenge is taken out of the equation, and one maintains their focus and attention on remaining seated in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus, then they will be focused in and on that which Father has asked of them, and they will want to follow the lifestyle and example set forth for us by the forerunner, Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> All that lies within should be the measure of the gift of Christ. Yet, if bitterness, or envy or strife also lies within the heart, then what do you think is going to happen?

<opentext> A little leaven will affect, effect and infect the whole of the lump!
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