9 February 2006 Thursday Bible study.

 

<chosen> thank you Father for this day and all that you have in store for us in your Word. We pray that your words would remain grounded in our hearts as we go about all that you have for us, with Christ as our strength and focus, so that all may see the hope of glory within us, through Christ Jesus we pray

 

<opentext> Rom 16: 17.   But I beg you, brothers, to keep on the lookout for those who stir up divisions and put hindrances in your way, in opposition to the instruction that you had, and always avoid them. 18.  For such men are really not serving our Lord Christ but their own base appetites, and by their fair and flattering talk they are deceiving the hearts of unsuspecting people. (Williams translation)

 

<opentext> It is also important to note, that Paul is not trying to lord over the people, but with heart felt concern, is imploring them to be attentive, to be on guard, for anyone that would try to take the pearl of great price which they have obtained.

<opentext> As was mentioned yesterday concerning the 10 virgins, that all had fallen asleep. We all have slumbered from time to time, for what ever reasons or excuses one may use, but the fact is we have all become lazy from time to time.

<opentext> So when one becomes a bit lazy, or has slumbered, how does one, how is one able to then get a course correction? (And one must remember, when they have strayed from course, the excuses one makes for why they are where they are)

<chosen> all correction comes from God, so one must be seeking His voice, His wisdom for themselves

<chosen> and His Word is the lamp and light that will illuminate the correct path for our feet
<at-peace> by putting the flesh in subjection and seeking the way of escape

<opentext> So then we can see that each person must work out their own salvation, no one else can do it for them, even though at times one likes to think that they can. Each person has that choice, that ability, to hear or ignore the voice and the Word of God.

<opentext> Consider for a moment how many times in your walk that you have heard Father's counsel, but for whatever reason, you chose to ignore it. Why does this happen?

<helpmate> we start to lean to our own understanding

<chosen> when one lets the flesh lead rather than the Spirit of Christ within us

 <at-peace> when one is seeking their own agenda or seeking to please man 
<opentext> Now, as we talked about yesterday a bit, diseases know no boundaries, no distinction between nationalities, they will attack and settle in whomever they can get into. Ignorance of the Word is a spiritual disease, and also knows no boundaries.

<opentext> Those who cause divisions and offenses are spreaders of a spiritual disease, and will share it with any and all that will give them the door to enter in with. Yet, how often is it that one really looks at sin and disobedience as a deadly spiritual disease?

<helpmate> not many think of it that way

<chosen> it is the worst disease one could have
<opentext> Now if you went to a restaurant that had a warning sign that there might be a deadly disease there, would you still enter and eat there?

<helpmate> no

<at-peace> no
<opentext> Why not?

<helpmate> no one wants to willingly enter into a contaminated area

<chosen> going only where God asks us to go and then we know we are safe with His covering

<at-peace> knowing ahead of time one would not want to expose themselves to it
<opentext> So any time, any place that one enters into a place or entertains people that do not teach the fulness of the Spirit of Christ, and the revelation of the mystery, what should that tell you?

<at-peace> Prov 4:14Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way of evil men. 15Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away. (KJV)

<helpmate> that they are probably not on the right path
<opentext> We see and hear the warnings in the Bible all the time, yet does one always take them as a life and death warnings? What kinds of excuses does one make to justify ignoring them?

<helpmate> not anything that will hold water when we stand before His throne

<chosen> our aim should be to do all we can to please Him this day, no matter where we are or what He has us doing

<at-peace> one should and if one is making excuses they are blinded by their own righteousness which is as filthy rags
<opentext> When you stop to consider the counsel that Father has had Paul put forth in this epistle, and the sound counsel and doctrine that it puts forth, and then as Paul nears completion of it, he is instructed to give this warning of where spiritual diseases are and who and how they originate, yet how many slumber or sleep through the warnings given?
<opentext> Now those who promote these spiritual diseases are operating in the flesh or the lower nature, and we know that those who are operating in the flesh cannot please God. And do you recall how operating in the flesh is the same as carrying around a dead corpse on your back? And how many diseases are there in dragging, carrying that around?

<at-peace> many

<chosen> very many

<helpmate> all that is out there in the world
<opentext> So we can see more clearly the warnings that Paul is imploring here that the people need to be aware of, so that they are not led down the wrong path, but rather hold fast the profession of faith regardless of the external situations that are transpiring around them.
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