9 February 2005 Wednesday Bible study.

 

<chosen> Father we are so thankful for your love and for all that you have abundantly blessed us with in Christ.... we pray that we might worship you in spirit and in truth this day, by partaking of your divine nature as we remain in union with you... thank you for the Words that you have for us now that they might nourish and strengthen those that hear your voice, through Christ Jesus our saviour

 

<opentext> Rom 11:25, Lest you be self-opinionated (wise in your own conceits), I do not want you to miss this hidden truth and mystery, brethren: a hardening (insensibility) has [temporarily] befallen a part of Israel [to last] until the full number of the ingathering of the Gentiles has come in, AMP

 

<opentext> For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever should believe upon Him, should be saved. A verse that many people quote often, but few are able to hear and understand the depth of what is stated there.

<opentext> As we talked about a bit yesterday, the manifestation of Father's love to and for us is Christ. So to be a partaker of that divine nature of Christ, is to be a participant of His love.

<opentext> Paul tells us that if "any" man be in Christ, he is a new creation. A new life, grafted into the vine that is able to supply one all they have need of, to remain an integral part of His body, and active participant in His divine nature.

<opentext> Now what do you think begins to happen then when one begins to doubt or question His love?

<chosen> we slip away from the vine, our source of nourishment

<at-peace> separation begins

<helpmate> we are starting to question our love for Him…we have left our first love...or are leaving

<opentext> So as the Amplified translation tells us in the above verse, that one becomes self-opinionated or wise in one's own conceits; that is they have the opinion of themselves that they are wiser then God, a sure formula for disaster.

<opentext> And yet, how subtle can the thoughts be, that start one to question Father's love?

<at-peace> very....a little leaven, leavens the whole lump

<chosen> if we give ear to just one lie we will start questioning His love

 

<opentext> Prov 3:5-8, 5 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. 7 Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil. 8 It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones. KJV

 

<opentext> Note what Proverbs tells us, that we trust in the Lord with "all" of our heart. Not allowing the smallest bit of doubt to enter in.

<opentext> And how does one do that? First, keep your own understanding out of the way. And with every step you take, every decision made, seek His guidance and counsel.

<opentext> Be not wise in your own eyes. One must remember that Christ is the power and wisdom of God; that in Christ are all of the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

<opentext> Or another way of saying it, is that He is the potter, and we are the clay, and if we are mindful of that, then we will allow Him to form and shape our life the way that He intended.

<opentext> Have you ever taken something in for repair, and as you were there, you tried to tell the repair person how you thought it should be fixed? And as you said that to them, they just kind of rolled their eyes and ignored what you said?

<chosen> yes got an odd look once

<helpmate> can't say that i have done that

<opentext> And why do you think you got that odd look?

<chosen> because they were the ones with the correct knowledge in that area

<opentext> So then, how foolish do you think we look, when we go to God and try to tell Him how we think things should be done?

<chosen> very

 

<opentext> Rom 11:25, Lest you be self-opinionated (wise in your own conceits),  AMP

 

<opentext> Now if we are acting wise in our own conceits, how attentive do you think one will be to the deep things of the mystery that God wants to open to His children?

<helpmate> we will not be able to hear them because we have become dull in that department

<chosen> we need to humble ourselves before Him to hear all that He has for us

<at-peace> we are to come to Him as children desiring to learn from Him... if we are acting wise in our own conceits we won't be open to learning from Him

<opentext> Thus we can see why Proverbs said that we should not be wise in our own eyes, but rather to depart from evil. And if one is departing from evil, then they have turned back to God, and are now able to receive from Him.

<opentext> Now the last verse that we posted from Proverbs says that turning to God, it will be health to our navel. Now stop and think about that for a moment, the navel in a child provides everything the child has need of, nothing lacking.

<opentext> If our Source remains God, then He will provide all that we have need of through our attachment to the Vine [Christ].

<opentext> And if one remains rooted and grounded in the Vine, then they will be able to grow and develop according to Father's purpose and plan for our life.

<opentext> Being wise in one's own conceits, will cause one to question that which the Father wants to provide to us for growth and development. It would be like going to get petrol for the car, knowing that you will not be able to go any further on the journey without it, and yet when getting to the pump, questioning whether you should pay the price or not.

<opentext> Today, we have the opportunity to receive from God, all that we have need of to continue our journey home safely.
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