9 February 2004 Monday Bible study.

 

<chosen> we thank you Father for your words of grace and your abundant love for us... we thank you that you know the areas where each of us needs to hear your wisdom this day and that you are faithful to share it with us, and we pray that we will allow it to bring about the work within us that you intend it to, through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 4:18-20, 18 Who against hope believed in hope, that he might become the father of many nations; according to that which was spoken, So shall thy seed be. 19 And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sara's womb: 20 He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; KJV

 

<opentext> Rom 4:18, When everything was hopeless, Abraham believed anyway, deciding to live not on the basis of what he saw he couldn't do but on what God said he would do. And so he was made father of a multitude of peoples. God himself said to him, "You're going to have a big family, Abraham!"  (from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> How often for ourselves, when the situation looks totally hopeless to the lower nature, does one believe God anyway?

<disciple> sometimes we don't let it go so Father can work the problem out

<chosen> not always straight away

 

<opentext> Often times, one will tell God that they believe, when it is in reality that one is saying that they will believe Him in everything, except, and then list the exclusions clauses that they have?

<chosen> yes in areas where i fall short

 

<opentext> For most that say they are Christians, it is a matter of that they will believe when they see [just as Thomas was] rather then learning to believe to see. Developing that trust relationship with God.

<opentext> And, if we overlook acknowledging all that God does provide each day, and to recognize and acknowledge His faithfulness, how can ones trust and confidence in God ever grow and develop?

<disciple> it can't happen

<chosen> it wont

 

<opentext> Remembering, being cognizant of all that He already does do each and every day, in each and every instance, rather then just taking it for granted. When one begins to acknowledge all that Father is already doing in and on their behalf, then it is easier for that trust and confidence to grow, to develop; growing up into Him in all things.

 

<opentext> Rom 4:19, Abraham didn't focus on his own impotence and say, "It's hopeless. This hundred-year-old body could never father a child." Nor did he survey Sarah's decades of infertility and give up.  (from THE MESSAGE:  © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> How often does one focus in and on the problem, rather then going immediately to the Father for the solution?

<disciple> have fallen short in that area too many times

<chosen> sometimes too much

<at-peace> at times fall short

 

<opentext> How many times have you told God that the situation appears hopeless? Did you give God all of 5 minutes to present and apply the solution?

<disciple> not always    <chosen> sometimes don’t ask Him

 

<opentext> One will look at all of the examples in the Bible, yet can one ever see God moving in and on their behalf, as He did for those that we observe listed in the hall of faith?

<disciple> i see those in the hall of faith as God working extra ordinary situations, but in reality, He never changes...He would do the same for us if need be

<at-peace> i have

 

<opentext> One must remember that God is not a respecter of persons; that that which He has said He will do, He will do. He is faithful, it is a matter of us [the individual] learning to develop that trust, and then if abiding in Him, to expect and know that the Father will work in and on our behalf.

 

<opentext> Phil 2:13For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. (KJV)

 

<opentext> How often does one use the excuse that they don't deserve His love and mercy in a certain instance or situation?

<disciple> have thought that often, but His love and mercy is greater than my thinking

<chosen> used to think that a lot

<at-peace> have heard that spoken before by others ... and i have experienced those thoughts myself 

 

Rom 4:20-21, He didn't tiptoe around God's promise asking cautiously skeptical questions. He plunged into the promise and came up strong, ready for God, 21 sure that God would make good on what he had said.  (from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> We are all sinners saved by God endless grace and mercy. What one has to remember, is that it was reconciliation, restoration that we were not deserving of; and remember that Father has already made that provision available. So for those things that one will hesitate  in accepting from God, have already been paid for by the ultimate sacrifice that Jesus Christ made in and on our behalf.

<opentext> How often do you tiptoe around the real issue(s) when going to God?

<chosen> too often

<disciple> as if He doesn't already know what the issues are.......too often

 

<opentext> How many have ever bartered with God: but God, if you will do this, then certainly i will do what you ask? [Forgetting the ultimate gift that God has already made available, the solution for every obstacle one can possibly face]

<chosen> in the past i have

<disciple> haven't seen that in me, but i may very well have done that at times

<opentext> Today, this moment, we have the ability to deepen and strengthen our relationship with God.

 

(
Copyright © 2004 Rev Larry Gazelka all rights reserved

