8 September 2004 Wednesday Bible study.

 

<greg> Father we come before you this day, seeking first your kingdom, and your righteousness, which is in Your Son, seeking all you have for us this day to serve you in spirit and in truth, through Jesus Christ our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 9:3-5, 3 For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh: 4 Who are Israelites; to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service of God, and the promises; 5 Whose are the fathers, and of whom as concerning the flesh Christ came, who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen. KJV

 

<opentext> How often is it, that ties and relationships to and with the flesh, can cause a person to make poor decisions concerning their salvation?

<greg> if one hangs onto the old, then they cannot partake of the new, they seek to please man  more than God, fatal choice

<disciple> anytime there are bonds with the flesh, the decisions will be based on feelings, and not on hearing Father's Word

<greg> Paul later realized that by hanging onto to those ties, he would end up accursed

<at-peace> Luke 5:36  And he spake also a parable unto them; No man putteth a piece of a new garment upon an old; if otherwise, then both the new maketh a rent, and the piece that was taken out of the new agreeth not with the old. (KJV)

 

<opentext> Jesus Christ died that all might live. Yet, we all know that not everyone will accept this gift of God. On the contrary, we know that many are called, but few respond to the invitation that God has placed before them.

<opentext> How often is it that people make their decisions and choices upon traditions and rituals, rather then upon the which the Word of God states and reveals?

<disciple> most people do that, because they don't know how to hear Father, and allow Him to guide them

<greg> traditions, rituals, man made doctrines, what is highly esteemed among man is an abomination in the sight of God

 

<opentext> Just as in the old covenant, salvation was through the nation of Israel, yet, as we see Paul starting to make the case here, just because they were of Israel, did not guarantee that they were operating within God's commandments. Though they had that which God asked of them plainly before them, they made the decision to listen to man rather then God, and thus avoided God's grace.

<opentext> And why would this happen? How could this come about? For a moment, think to when the Lord to several of the disciples onto the mountain, and there they saw the Lord conversing with Moses and Elijah.

<opentext> John tells us, that those that worship the Father must do so in Spirit [the Spirit of Christ] in accordance with the truth of God's Word. That is, His purpose and plan for reconciliation set into place before the world began.

<opentext> Now we know that it was possible for people to have that type of relationship with God, because Anna and Simeon saw the Lord's Christ, while everyone else saw the child Jesus.

<opentext> Peter, James and John, though disciples of the Lord, still operated in the fleshly realm, for instead of asking the Lord what it was that they just observed, so they could understand what was happening before them.

<opentext> Instead, Peter asked if they should build tents for the three of them to stay in.

<opentext> In the world today, we see many that have heard the call of God, but rather then make an appropriate dwelling place for the Lord within their own temple, try to build a physical place, and thus miss the relationship and intimacy that God wants to have with His children.

<opentext> And since most come out of this kind of background, how hard is it to set aside this old way of thinking and living, in order to allow Father new way of life and living to manifest within one's life and walk?

<disciple> one has to keep their mind renewed in the Word minute by minute in order to allow Father to lead and guide them

<greg> for most majority rules, how could it be wrong when so many are doing it that way, rather than letting God be true, and anything else a lie

 

<opentext> So we can see that which Paul was facing as well, with his strong ties to not only his nation of Israel, but to their religious beliefs as well. How hard is it to let go of the old family, with it's customs and traditions, as one tries to build and establish a stronger relationship with God?

<disciple> the flesh always tries to pull one back, and it's a matter of choice that we keep pressing onward...who we love and depend on most

<greg> most forget that a prophet is not welcome or received among their own kinsmen, so if Jesus of Nazareth’s brothers did not believe, what makes us more effective around those of the flesh

 

<opentext> How often is it, that we look at people within the Bible, and think that once they were born again, that they were fully matured, and never had to go through the things that we experience?

[<disciple> had always thought that, and still catch myself with that attitude, but am realizing even Jesus of Nazareth had to mature and grow in Christ, as with anybody else in Christ

 

<opentext> And as greg pointed out, that a prophet is not welcome even within his own people and town. We forget, that Jesus Christ had to face and make this decision as well. His mother and brothers and sisters came to Him, and yet His response was that those that did the will of His Father in heaven were His family. Letting go of the old, before it corrupted the new.

<opentext> Paul knew what the hang ups and hindrances were that we facing the people of Israel. And when one knows what it is that is hindering someone else, it makes that person want to try all of the harder to keep those people from making the same mistakes or poor judgments that they did.

<opentext> Yet, if one becomes focused in and on what others are doing, what happens to their own walk and vision?

<disciple> they begin to follow man instead of Father...their vision becomes clouded and the can't see the strait and narrow path, anymore

<chosen> it will sway and become blurred… their own relationship with God will be neglected

<at-peace> blinded by the flesh unable to see the strait and narrow path clearly

<greg> it becomes the blind leading the blind, and an appointment with the ditch

 

<opentext> So we can see then, that when one receives the gift of God, that it has to become their most prized possession. That the gift has to be the total focus of their life. Today, we have that opportunity to grow and strengthen our relationship with God. This is the way, established by the truth of God's Word, that can lead one into eternal life with Him.

 

<greg> o/                   <opentext> yes greg

<greg> some think their situations are unique, and no one else has or is going through the same trials, and yet the answer is in the spiritual realm for those that are seeking and willing to find their escape there

<greg> 1 Cor 10:12-13, 12 Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall. 13 There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it. (KJV)

<opentext> He was tempted in every manner as we are, and showed us the way to rise above them all.

<greg> John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. (KJV)
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