8 November 2005 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time that we can come together to receive from you by and through Christ Jesus, that which we need to sustain us this day for our journey home.

 

<opentext> Rom 14:13-14, 13 Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but judge this rather, that no man put a stumbling block or an occasion to fall in his brother's way. 14 I know, and am persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that there is nothing unclean of itself: but to him that esteemeth any thing to be unclean, to him it is unclean. KJV

 

<opentext> We are to hold fast our profession of faith without wavering; so then how does one do that, and still not place a stumbling block in our brothers or sisters path?

<disciple> we don't need to demand that others do what we are compelled to do by faith, and if it isn't an essential salvation issue (eating a certain food, etc.) then don't do it in front of another if we know it offends them

<helpmate> we do all to please Father, then we will not be putting something in front of them purposely, we just need to be that example to all

<chosen> doing all that Father asks of us, no matter what someone else is doing or saying…concentrating on our salvation not other peoples

<opentext> As we saw through the studies over the weekend, that when wisdom [Christ] enters the heart, and a working knowledge of that gift is pleasant to the soul, then one will have the proper discretion at the proper time, in order to make sound judgment in each and every situation.

<opentext> Thus we can see the importance of keeping one's focus in and on the truth, so that they maintain a properly renewed mind.

<opentext> How often is it that one forgets all of the obstacles that they had to overcome, to get where they are in their present relationship with the Lord? What did it take for you to get where you are?

<opentext> obstacles they had to overcome

<chosen> lots of perseverance and persistence

<disciple> my focus was on people, not Father

<helpmate> what seemed at the time a lot of pain

<opentext> So how did the Lord work with you to overcome the obstacles that were hindering you from growing and advancing down the strait and narrow path?

<helpmate> one step at a time

<chosen> He taught me His ways, with much patience

<disciple> He showed me grace and mercy, as i learned to listen to Him, not man

<opentext> Now also consider this, what one person may consider sound doctrine, another might consider a threat to the traditions and doctrines that they already know.

<opentext> Isn't this where one then has to hold fast their profession of faith without wavering?

<helpmate> yes

<chosen> yes doing exactly what Father asks of us each day

<opentext> If sound doctrine is never introduced, how will they be able to overcome that which is ailing them?

<disciple> they will not be able to

<chosen> only the truth can set one free and keep one free

<helpmate> they will not be able to...all you can do is put out the truth of His Word

<opentext> So it is the truth that is able to set them free; and continuing in the truth that will maintain that liberty in Christ. Also though, one has to be mindful of hearing the Lord as to how to present it; as one way it can be used like a hammer, and bruised people to not hear or learn well.

<opentext> So how the truth is presented can also make a big difference as to how people are going to respond. Yet, does one always take the time to hear the Lord on how to present that which they have heard properly?

<helpmate> not always      <disciple> no

<opentext> How often do people try to present to others that which they have heard, in the same manner as they first heard it, rather then taking the time to hear Father what exactly it is that will present His grace to the hearer?

<disciple> like parrots, many try to mimic what they hear without the understanding or wisdom that went with the original words that were given

<chosen> when it's head knowledge rather than that which is residing in their heart

<helpmate> it doesn't work that way because that is not where Father is working with that person...each one is an individual and is meant only for that person

<opentext> His Word has gone to all of the world, and yet each person hears this Message in a way that is unique to them. Thus why it is so important that one hears Father's wisdom on how one is to present this Message to each and every person that they <opentext> Just as we can see in the life and ministry of Jesus Christ, how He dealt with each person, each situation in a very unique way, yet the truth is what was always presented.

<opentext> Did all listen to or receive the Message that Father had sent Him to deliver?

<helpmate> no     <disciple> no     <chosen> no

<disciple> it wasn't because He was wrong to go and deliver it, either...just their choice whether to accept it or not

<opentext> As a matter of record, didn't those who "assumed" that they already know the truth, put up the most resistance to Him and the Message that Father gave Him?

<disciple> yes, they knew a perverted truth and clung to that, no matter what

<helpmate> yes     <chosen> yes

<opentext> So can you see the importance also of knowing what a stumbling block is? Don't some think or assume that everything or anything that raises peoples dander, is a stumbling block?

<disciple> some do...for others, it is how it's presented...need to listen to Father to know the difference

<helpmate> some see it as a stumbling block...or persecution

<opentext> The importance of knowing His voice, so that one is able to confidently present that which they hear from the Father. And this can only happen as one continues in that daily relationship with the Father through Jesus Christ.

 


Copyright © 2005 Rev Larry Gazelka all rights reserved
