8 March 2004 Monday Bible study.

<chosen> we thank you Father for the new life in Christ that you have blessed us with, and for making it possible for us to be able to come before you, to hear you speak your words of life to us this day.... we thank you for your Holy Spirit who teaches us and we pray that we will give full attention to your words this day through Christ Jesus

<opentext> Rom 5:1, Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: KJV

<opentext> We can look at the words "being justified by faith", but, does one then always remember that faith, is one's ability to hear, comprehend, and then live the Message presented to them by and through Christ Jesus?

<chosen> not always   <disciple> not all the time, no

<opentext> If one does not hear, comprehend, and then live the Message presented to them, how can they ever have [or expect to have] peace with God?

<disciple> it isn't possible   <chosen> they will always be lacking

<opentext> People often forget that our relationship with God is established in and on one's ability to hear and obey His voice.

<opentext> Deut 28:1, And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I command thee this day, that the LORD thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth: KJV

<opentext> One not only has to hear it, and observe [seeing that which is being revealed] it, but then they have to do it. How often do you hear the Word, observe that which He is saying, but then fail to put it into practical application within your life?

<opentext> It would be like having a anti-virus program on a disk, know how it is to be applied so that it will work, but if it is never installed and turned on, what good will it do a person?

<disciple> it won't   <chosen> no good   <at-peace> none

<opentext> Deut 28:2, And all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God. KJV

<opentext> The believer is justified by faith...one's ability to hear His voice and Word, allow it into their very being, and allow it to become an actual way of life and living. How often does one talk about faith, but forget what faith really is?

<opentext> Heb 10:23, Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;) KJV

<opentext> Being quick to hear all of that which God has promised us, and applying them to our life without hesitation or doubt, knowing that He is true, for He cannot lie.

<opentext> Holding fast your profession of faith [full adherence to the Message that you have heard by and through Christ Jesus, by your way of life and living], without wavering [not even blinking an eye in the face of adversity or opposition]. Holding God and His Word to be true, regardless of what anyone or anything else tries say or do against the promises of God.

<opentext> We are to walk by faith, and not by sight. Yet, how often does one allow that which they see and observe, to cause hesitation to do that which they are asked by God?

<disciple> have done that a bit too much

<chosen> learning to see the victory that we have in Christ, rather than the circumstance before me

<opentext> Rom 5:2, By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, KJV

<opentext> One is saved by grace, through faith! One is not able to access His grace, unless they believe that which they hear from God. 

<opentext> Man shall live by every word that proceeds forth from the mouth of God. Yet, when Father is speaking to us and with us, does one always give audience to each and every word that He speaks, or just those that spark one's interest?

<disciple> sometimes like a buffet, only hearing what sounds good to me  :-(

<opentext> We have access by faith, into this grace. A very simple statement, and yet, people do not always recognize that though the access is there, one has to follow the law of faith in order for it to work in their life.

<opentext> Heb 3:14, For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end; KJV

<opentext> When one first really comprehended that they were saved [the beginning of our confidence], they were able to leap tall buildings with a single bound. They knew that anything that God asked of them was possible. So between then and now, what has happened that causes one not to respond immediately to that which God asks of them?

<disciple> allow the flesh to creep back in...clouding the vision at times, and dulling the hearing which brings about doubt

<chosen> complacency.... putting other things first we lose our first love

<opentext> Heb 3:15, While it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, KJV

<opentext> Yesterday is gone, tomorrow is not yet here. Today, now faith, we have the ability to hear and obey His voice, that we can be partakers of and with Christ. Therefore, being justified by faith, we will have peace with God, today.
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