8 January 2004 Thursday Bible study.

<at-peace> Father thank you for this day and the means you have provided for us to fellowship together and to grow together in spirit and in truth through your precious Word brought to life within us as we allow and continue in it and thank you for that which you have provided for us this day to nourish and sustain us through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Rom 3:19 Now we know that whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who are under the Law, so that [the murmurs and excuses of] every mouth may be hushed and all the world may be held accountable to God. AMP

<opentext> How often does a person think that the Word works for everyone but them?

<disciple> used to think that, even knowing that Father is no respecter of persons

<at-peace> whenever one tries to apply that which has not been revealed to them, or asked of them

<diligently> used to think that

<opentext> People often try to understand God and please Him, before they will believe and trust Him. And one must remember that by and under the law, no one is able to be justified.

<opentext> Gal 5:4 I suspect you would never intend this, but this is what happens. When you attempt to live by your own religious plans and projects, you are cut off from Christ, you fall out of grace.  (from THE MESSAGE:  © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

<opentext> Rom 3:19 This makes it clear, doesn't it, that whatever is written in these Scriptures is not what God says about others but to us to whom these Scriptures were addressed in the first place! And it's clear enough, isn't it, that we're sinners, every one of us, in the same sinking boat with everybody else? 20 Our involvement with God's revelation doesn't put us right with God. What it does is force us to face our complicity in everyone else's sin.  (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

<opentext> And when one is under condemnation, instead of faith which works by love, one then thinks or assumes that God is waiting for a person to do something first [apart from believing] to be justified.

<opentext> Other then simple faith and trust, what is there that one can do to be accepted by God?

<disciple> nothing  <at-peace> without faith it is impossible to please Him

<helpmate> and obedience  <diligently> nothing   <chosen> nothing

<opentext> Rom 3:20 For no person will be justified (made righteous, acquitted, and judged acceptable) in His sight by observing the works prescribed by the Law. For [the real function of] the Law is to make men recognize and be conscious of sin [not mere perception, but an acquaintance with sin which works toward repentance, faith, and holy character]. AMP

<helpmate> Eccl 12:13Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. (KJV)

<opentext> The law pointed the people to the promise of God which was to come, to bring about reconciliation with God and man.

<opentext> Paul says it well, that we are saved by grace [the unmerited favor of God] through faith [believing God and His Word to be true] and that not of anything that we can do or accomplish, for it is "the gift" of God to mankind.

<opentext> "The gift" has to be received, and then utilized in accordance with the instructions [revelation of the Word to the individual] given by God within His Word.

<opentext> One can search the scriptures, memorize the scriptures thinking that this will get them eternal life; but these things are nothing more then vain repetitions. One must seek God in Spirit and in truth, for the Word to be brought to life in them, by His Spirit.

<opentext> Faith works, operates, is brought to life by love; we love Him, because He first loved us.

<opentext> Yet, how often does one try to please or impress God apart from love?

<disciple> when one doesn't accept the grace of God and reverts back to the law of works

<helpmate> Eph 2:9Not of works, lest any man should boast. (KJV)

<opentext> Rom 3:21 But now the righteousness of God has been revealed independently and altogether apart from the Law, although actually it is attested by the Law and the Prophets, 22 Namely, the righteousness of God which comes by believing with personal trust and confident reliance on Jesus Christ (the Messiah). [And it is meant] for all who believe. For there is no distinction, AMP

<opentext> The righteousness of God is revealed to the believer, when they seek and trust God with all of their heart.

<opentext> Yet, how often do people still try to do "something" to impress God and find favor with Him, thinking that then God will reveal something to them?

<diligently> when they are going by sight and not by faith.

<chosen> there is nothing we can do in the physical realm that will impress Him

<disciple> revelation comes to those who seek to please Him in all obedience, not to those who try and turn Him into a taskmaster

<opentext> If one tries to do something that they deem worthy [apart from simple faith, trust and obedience] to find favor with and from God, will they ever get to the place where they can accept Father's love, and be able to accept the fullness of His gift?

<disciple> no, they will not...they will always be trying to be their own savior

<chosen> no they won't

<at-peace> no, like the rich young ruler who had done all that the law had asked of him but when it came time to give up the treasures here on this earth for the gift of life he chose not to accept it

<opentext> He [Christ] became sin for me [the individual] that i might become the righteousness of God in Him [that personal relationship with the Father by and through Christ].

<opentext> Stop and think for a moment, how can you explain Father's love for you, to someone who does not want to listen? Or, to someone who is trying to earn their way [merit badges or such] to heaven?

<disciple> no

<helpmate> you can try but it won't do any good because their mind is set already

<diligently> no......john 3 :16..but still they may not understand

<at-peace> it can only be revealed or explained by the Spirit... it is only when they are in tune with the Spirit that they will hear and know that same love

<diligently> just as sis helen said

<opentext> Their minds and hearts are set in the stone of preconceived thoughts and ideas given them by man, who man thinks God is, and how they have limited Him.

<opentext> Paul tells us to be the example of the "believer", not the example of the religious. Today, we [the believing individual in God's grace and love] to be that clear and legible sign post for anyone observing us!

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<at-peace> o/  <opentext> yes charlene  <at-peace> verses to share...

<at-peace> Gal 3:24Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.25But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. 26For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. (KJV)

<opentext> Gal 3:24 So that the Law served[to us Jews] as our trainer [our guardian, our guide to Christ, to lead us] until Christ [came], that we might be justified (declared righteous, put in right standing with God) by and through faith. 25 But now that the faith has come, we are no longer under a trainer (the guardian of our childhood). 26 For in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God through faith.  AMP

<opentext> any other questions or comments?
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