7 September 2004 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father, we thank you through Jesus Christ our Lord for this day and this time, that we can come before you to receive that which we have need of to sustain us this day, both spiritually and physically. To be mindful of this great gift of Christ that you have placed before us, that allows us to be active participants in the divine nature of Christ.

 

<opentext> Rom 9:1-3, 1 I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost, 2 That I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart. 3 For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh: KJV

 

<opentext> Having a great heaviness and continual sorrow within his heart, for those that were kinsmen according to the flesh.

<opentext> At times, people allow the lower nature to be more in control than that of the divine nature. Have we forgot, that those that are participating in the fleshly realm, cannot please God?

<opentext> We are in the world, but we are not to be part of this world. So why then does one so often become involved with the world, and then wonder why their relationship with God suffers?

<disciple> it is a no brainer...the one that is fed the most is the one that is in control...one should know that Father has to come first and foremost…most people should know that, but many ignore that fact

 

<opentext> Now if we will recall yesterday's study, how Paul said that he had fought the good fight (hearing the Word for him), that he had finished his course. At this place and time in Paul's life, he knew that he had to work out his own salvation, if he was to be any kind of example to and for the believer.

<opentext> Yes, we are to have compassion, but at the same time, one has to remain focused in and on the mark of the prize.

 

<opentext> 1 Tim 4:12-13, 12 Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity. 13 Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. KJV

 

<opentext> Be the example of the believers, in word; being mindful to always hear those things which the Father speaks, words of life, and these are the words that one should be putting on the scene.

<opentext> Yet, if one is always speaking Father's word, is that always going to be accepted? [Keep in mind how the people responded to Jesus Christ}.

<disciple> nope     <chosen> no

 

<opentext> Yet, when you speak or present Father's word, do you always expect the people to accept that which He has you present?

<disciple> not so much anymore...but it still sometimes bothers me that they don't

<at-peace> John 15:20  Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. (KJV)

 

<opentext> Paul also so says that we are to be the example of the believers in our conversation; does your speech always give the glory to the Father? Is it words of life that are coming forth from your mouth?

<disciple> we work on that daily...i want to always be aware of the words that come out of my mouth to be sure they are from Father

<at-peace> one should always speak that which will minister grace unto the hearer, which would be Father's words and not our own

 

<opentext> We hear the scriptures, but we do not always correlate them properly. Much of the time one hears that which someone else has told them that they mean, rather then hearing Father's intended purpose and plan within them.

<opentext> Just as we can see the change in Paul’s' attitude between the book of Romans, and how a few years later the way in which he writes to Timothy.

 

<opentext> In Romans we can see how it is that his ties to the flesh still somewhat clouds his vision. How often is it that one allows the flesh to get in the way, and to cloud their vision? [Remember, that without a vision of the revelation of Christ, the people will perish.]

<disciple> He brought down the mountains and filled in the valleys...we should be able to keep that vision of Christ, as we walk that strait path that leads to Father's throne

<at-peace> as often as one allows the cares of this world to enter in the vision will become clouded

<chosen^> the flesh will get in the way in any area of our life that we have not handed over to Father for Him to totally control

 

<opentext> If one is always pulled down, or weighed down with other peoples problems, how much of an example of the believer do you think they can be? Yes, we are to pray one for another; we are to exhort one another; but one can only do this, if they remain rooted and grounded in the truth, if they continue in the faith.

<at-peace> can't be of much good to others if we are not paying attention to our own walk and relationship with Father

 

<opentext> If you are focused on other peoples problems, where does the truth come in? If one will recall, in the life and walk of Jesus Christ, even though He saw the problems of the people, it was the solution that He presented to them.

<disciple> the focus has to be on our own salvation...the truth in Christ, not on what others are doing, good or bad

<at-peace> difficult for the truth to enter in if one's mind is not prepared to hear and receive it

 

<opentext> So we can see then, that it is of the essence that one stays rooted and grounded in the truth. That one has to continue in the truth, in order for them to maintain their liberty in Christ. It is then that they will be able to be that example of the believers. However, one also has to remain cognizant of the fact, that you are not able to control how other people are going to think or respond.

<opentext> Yes, it will hurt when one observes others rejecting the way, established by the truth, which is able to lead them to eternal life. Yet, one has to maintain their focus in and on the mark of the prize.
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