7 July 2005 Thursday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and the blessing of being able to come together this morning and partake of that which you have prepared for us and know we have need of to encourage and strengthen us and enable us this day to hold fast to the truth and life that is only in Christ and give you the praise, honor, and glory you are deserving of through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 13:1-2, Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. 2 Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation. KJV

 

<opentext> Now we can read these verses, and hear and comprehend that which God is instructing us about, yet one can easily overlook them at certain instances if they do not remain walking in and by His Spirit.

<opentext> If one starts to let their mind wander while driving, how easily is it to then find one self going faster then what the speed limit may be?

<helpmate> very easy unless you set the cruse control

<chosen> very easy     <greg> like a snare

<opentext> Or, what if someone has not used their time wisely, then they may set out in open defiance, and try to make up for time that they had mismanaged. When this happens, one puts themselves at risk of getting a ticket, and put other people in danger because of their carelessness.

 <opentext> So we can see how easy it is to ignore the laws set by the powers that be, if one does not keep their heart firmly grounded within the Word and a mind that is continually renewed.

<opentext> And once these bad habits [open defiance] starts, how hard is it to then correct it in one's life? And what kind of example does it set for those who are watching you?

<helpmate> some things are very hard to uproot and it sets a bad example as a christian for all that are watching you

<greg> these habits can go on for a season, & one thinks they are pulling a fast one, until they end up in a wreck and wonder what happened

<chosen> bad habits are always a challenge to stop

<helpmate> others will either think that it is ok to do it or think you are a bad example to be following

<opentext> And to examine this even a bit deeper, if there is defiance against the laws of the land, then isn't there also a spiritual area that has to be lacking as well that is showing defiance towards God and His law of faith?

<chosen> yes     <helpmate> yes     <at-peace> yes

<greg> for most that i observe they are trying to take shortcuts and be first, which the Lord said would be last, so they are not gaining anything in the end

<opentext> Thus we can see by the life and example of Jesus Christ, how He set His goal and purpose to always be pleasing to the Father. How often when defiance tries to rise up, does one keep in the forefront of their heart and mind that they should be pleasing to Father in all that they say and do?

<at-peace> should be always, keeping the flesh in subjection bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ

<helpmate> when one is in defiance one does not usually think about pleasing Father

<greg> the word says we are to bless those that persecute us, which starts with little things like the driver with a cell phone, cup of coffee, a couple of dogs, that just pulled an idiotic move in front of a busload of people, that is when the spirit is willing, but the flesh wants everyone else to know what idiots they are

<opentext> Have you ever wondered or contemplated how Jesus Christ maintained His composure with all of the attacks that were set against Him?

<greg> lol  even though it says he was tempted in all manner as we were, sometimes I contemplate and say, but He never had to drive

<at-peace> by listening and being attentive to the Spirit     <chosen> lol

 

<opentext> Heb 5:8-9, 8 Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; 9 And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him; KJV

 

<greg> it would take a total independence of external circumstances

<opentext> We are saved by grace through faith. When one accepts God's unmerited favor in and for their life, then one must hear, comprehend and put into a positive action the direction and counsel that they have heard from the Father.

<opentext> So isn't it always a matter of how attentive that one is being to the voice and counsel of the Father?

<chosen> yes    <greg> for sure    <at-peace> yes    <helpmate> yes

<opentext> Even in one's every day walk, how attentive are you to every thing that is spoken to you? How often is it that one only listens half-heartedly to that which is being said?

<helpmate> have sometimes listened to someone only half way

<chosen> sometimes we do

<at-peace> usually depends on what is being said... sometimes with instruction i get hung up on one thing that was said and forget to listen to the rest 

<opentext> Just as Jesus Christ listened to the Father in all that He said and did, this is also the way that we need to learn to be in all things, and this is possible by one's active participation in and of the divine nature of Christ. If one operates [lives] in this way and manner, then one will not try to find ways to overlook or avoid the laws of the land, but will rather seek Father's wisdom on how it is that they can comply, and thus be pleasing to both Father and man.

<opentext> As we have seen in our studies of the Word, how much has been missed because people only listen to half of what God says, and then wonder why they find themselves in the midst of trouble or turmoil. Today, we have that opportunity to hear that which Father has for us, and to then make that choice to live a life that is pleasing to Him.
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