7 July 2004 Wednesday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father, we are so thankful for this day and this time that we have together this day, that through Christ Jesus we can come before you to receive that which we have need of to spiritually sustain us this day.

 

<opentext> Rom 8:9-11, 9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, KJV

 

<opentext> The importance of cohabitating with Christ! 

<opentext> As we will see just a bit later in this chapter, Paul talks about being joint-heirs with Christ. And in Ephesians 5, Paul talks about how  that we should be joined unto Christ, because we have left behind all fleshly ties that might jeopardize one's relationship with Him.

<opentext> So in cohabitating with Christ, we become one with Him. And as a joint heir, I think of it as joined at the hip, because I am grafted into the vine, therefore I have become an integral part of Him.

<opentext> Yet, how often does a person really think of their relationship with Him, as being that intimate?

<disciple> should always know that, and act upon it

 

<opentext> Ps 23:6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. KJV

 

<opentext> If, the Lord is my Shepard, if i allow Him to lead me, and completely trust Him, then, I will be able to dwell in the house of the Lord forever. And in the Hebrew, this word "dwell', in this verse, refers to marriage.

<opentext> So we can then see why Paul in these verses, Rom 8:9-11, is showing us how vital it is for us to be cohabitating with Christ, that we are joined to Him, if one expects to remain risen in and with Him.

<opentext> It also gives us a more clear insight into what it is to be yoked together with Christ Jesus, that everything that one does, should be in total and complete unison with Him.

<opentext> So throughout our daily walk in and with Him, does one always keep this fresh in their heart and mind, about maintaining this depth of intimacy with Him?

<disciple> not always, though i should

<at-peace> one should, but at times fall short

 

<opentext> So if one can see how vital and essential it is to maintain this depth and intimacy of this relationship with Him, how or why is it that one allows this relationship to slip or deteriorate in any way?

<at-peace> mind is not kept renewed and the cares of this life begin to creep in, and eat away at the relationship

<chosen> our own thinking and understanding can get in the way

<disciple> letting the cares of the world slip in a bit

 

<opentext> Exactly, things, people or places, that begin to take the place of Him. In any relationship, if it does not remain the priority, then the intensity of that relationship will begin to diminish. And in salvation, when anything or anyone takes precedence over and above Christ in our life, the relationship will begin to be weakened, and then eventually fail.

 

<opentext> Rom 8:11-12, 11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. 12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh. KJV

 

<opentext> So we can see why Paul is stressing the importance of allowing the Spirit of Christ to cohabitate with us, so that our union in and with Him remains in and of the spiritual level.

<opentext> Now remember, that just a few verses earlier, Paul warned us that those that are trying to please God in and on the plane of the flesh or lower nature, are incapable of pleasing God. And if one is not able to please their partner in this relationship, what do you think is going to happen?

<disciple> the relationship won't last  <at-peace> deterioration of the relationship begins

 

<opentext> 1 Cor 3:16, Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? (KJV)

 

<opentext> Exactly! If anything other then Him, becomes of more value or importance, the relationship will become strained, and eventually we will leave the place that He has prepared for us.

<opentext> One is only able to cohabitate with Him, when they remain living and focused in the realm of His Spirit. That is, that we remain risen in and with Him, by allowing Him and His Spirit to cohabitate with us and in us.

 

<opentext> Rom 8:13 For if you live according to [the dictates of] the flesh, you will surely die. But if through the power of the [Holy] Spirit you are [habitually] putting to death (making extinct, deadening) the [evil] deeds prompted by the body, you shall [really and genuinely] live forever. AMP

 

<opentext> As a person thinks within their heart, so is established the path that they will follow. For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son as a sacrifice for us, that a way would be made available to us, to cohabitate with Him, as long as He remains the love of our life.

<opentext> Can you really comprehend how great His love is for you, for Him to endure the things that He did, that you would have the opportunity, the privilege of living in union with Him?

<disciple> not really…won't fully understand it till i get home   <chosen> no
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