6 September 2005 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and all that you have blessed us with and have in store for us this day that will encourage and strengthen each of us in your truth and life that everywhere and in and through all things you may be glorified this day through all that we do and say through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Matt 24:5 For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many. 6 And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 7 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. KJV

 

<opentext> As we talked about yesterday, that in Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21, that they talk about and address things that will happen here on this earth in the physical realm. Often times people get so caught up looking at these things, that they miss the spiritual implications that are given.

 

<opentext> 2 Tim 3:1, BUT UNDERSTAND this, that in the last days will come (set in) perilous times of great stress and trouble [hard to deal with and hard to bear]. AMP

 

<opentext> Even though we are able to hear of and see many of these things that are happening and transpiring in the world, do they really affect the people the way that they should? That is, do people really comprehend the catastrophes that are taking place? Are they really moved with compassion?

<at-peace> few are, but for many if it does not affect them directly they will continue about their day with little thought to what is occurring elsewhere

<opentext> Through modern means of communications, people can see what is happening; they can see the devastation that takes place; the death and destruction that does happen.  Yet, even though people will acknowledge these things, even though they may help out a little bit, does the intensity of the times, and the situation, really hit home with most people?

<at-peace> no

<chosen> no not many, but it should remind us to continue working out our own salvation moment by moment, because the day is drawing near

<opentext> Why is this? Is it because people are too caught up with themselves? Are they too hardened against other peoples plights?

<at-peace> the heart blinded by the god of this world

<chosen> they fail to love their neighbour as their self, reaching out to those in need

<opentext> 2 Tim 3:2, For people will be lovers of self and [utterly] self-centered, lovers of money and aroused by an inordinate [greedy] desire for wealth, proud and arrogant and contemptuous boasters. They will be abusive (blasphemous, scoffing), disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy and profane. AMP

<opentext> Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21 show us the physical things that are happening, while Paul here is showing us the spiritual side of this.

 

<opentext> People are too caught up with themselves as was said. Even though people were aware of what was transpiring with the hurricane here in this country, how many really set aside their lives for a day or two, to really pray about the situation; to hold up those that were hurting; to really seek that which God would have them do?

<at-peace> few

<opentext> So we can then see how being self centered does affect people, and all those who they come in contact with. We also know that evil communications corrupts good morals or manners. And as people are around these types of people more and more, if one does not hold fast their profession of faith without wavering, they will be influenced by those people who are around them.

<opentext> How often does one forget the simplicity of the gospel of Christ? To seek first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness. Something that should always be ones first priority. Yet, does one always remember this?

<chosen> only when we keep our mind renewed in the Word and not allow anything else in that will cause us to become double minded

<at-peace> one should as they continue to walk in the spirit by faith

<opentext> If people do not truly love and respect God, what will they do and show to their neighbor?

<at-peace> not the love of God     <chosen> no true love

<opentext> And yet in most modern societies, don't people do whatever they think is necessary to be able to be at or near the top [what the world considers the top]?

<chosen> yes    <at-peace> yes

<opentext> So how does this type of attitude then contradict what the Word of God asks of us?

<chosen> the Word says that we should humble ourselves under the mighty hand of God, and be a servant to all

<at-peace> James 4:10, Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up. (KJV)

<opentext> Submitting ourselves to the Word and will of God, and learning to be the servant to all. Now as simple as that sounds, how difficult is it to have the lower nature submit to this type of life and living?

<chosen> it's only possible through us having and operating through the divine nature of Christ

<at-peace> without Christ, without His strength it is difficult to put the flesh in subjection

<opentext> For this to happen, one has to have confidence in who they are in Christ, as well as contentment in where the Lord has them in their walk and life.
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