6 September 2004 Monday Bible study.

 

<chosen^> <chosen> we thank you Father for this day, for your Word which remains the same, and your love that never fails... we pray that we will only listen to your voice this day, and allow it to continue to lead and guide our every thought, words and actions, for your praise and glory, through Christ Jesus 

 

<opentext> 2 Tim 4:7  I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: KJV

 

<opentext> A few weeks ago, much of the world was captivated by the Olympic games. And even though it was supposed to bring the world together, more attention was given to the medal counts, and which nation was winning the most.

<opentext> Note how Paul says that he has fought a good fight. For we know that it is that constant battle to keep under the flesh and bring it into subjection to the Spirit.

<opentext> Now just as that athlete had to train for the Olympics, so to does the Christian have to be training to maintain the upper hand against the flesh which is constantly warring against life in the Spirit.

<opentext> The athletes train for a few years, and then the striving for perfection in that area or arena comes to a close.

<opentext> All through life, we are taught to run in stages or different races. From childhood we are continually having to start over, and to placed under more peer pressure.

<opentext> In kindergarten, we look forward to getting to grade school, but when we get there, we are again at the bottom of the ladder; when we finally get out of grade school, we are then in junior high school, but again at the bottom of the ladder.

<opentext> In the physical, one is constantly having to start over, because of the competitive nature of the flesh, and the rules man has made to keep other men under their domination.

<opentext> As Christians, once we begin the journey towards home, it is just that, one journey. It is [should be] a continual progression towards that mark of the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus, that keeps us motivated. And yet, at the same time, we should be encouraging one another as well.

<opentext> Yet, as competitive as the lower nature as, how often as Christians do people also think that there are different stages of Christian life as well?

<disciple> have always thought that...haven't really seen it as continuous, but for me, it sometimes has not been

<chosen^> at times we probably do, rather than seeing it as a growing process

 

<opentext> One has to remember that the Lord told us, that it makes no difference what time it was that one arrived at the vineyard to work, as long as they were there at the completion of the day, to receive their reward.

<opentext> Thus we can see why Paul said that he has fought the good fight...[note that fight is singular, that constant battle between the flesh and the Spirit for control over the mind]...so it is a continual process, once one is born again.

<opentext> Then notice how Paul says that he has finished his course...2 Tim 4:7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course...

<opentext> Even though we are all in the same race, and even though we all seek the same prize, yet each of us has an individual course, even though it is the same course.

<opentext> We are all part of the body of Christ. For each of us, the objective is the same, the mark of the prize. Yet, with each of us being unique parts of the body of Christ, each of us has a unique and special place within the body. So we can see that we each have the same course, but a separate course to follow.

<opentext> Yet, how often is it that people try to emulate or follow that which they see or observe someone else doing?

<chosen^> many follow man, and they can never be sure of where it will take them

<disciple> only when they decide to follow man rather than Father

 

<opentext> Thus we should understand why Paul said to be followers of him, only as they saw in him, the example of Christ set forth.

<opentext> So what is that example of Christ that Paul set forth?

<disciple> to follow the example Christ Jesus gave us, not as man pleasers but to only please Father

<chosen^> a good steward of the mystery of the Gospel....Christ in him the hope of glory

 

<opentext> 2 Tim 4:7  I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: KJV   Note how Paul says that he kept the faith. That constant battle between the lower nature and the divine nature, is to hear and obey the voice of God.

<opentext> Through the voice and the Word of God, one receives the instructions from Father, on how to maintain our walk, for we know that every step of the good man [one in obedience to God] is ordered of the Lord.

<opentext> Keeping the faith! And let us not forget, that faith is by hearing the Word of God, that Message once delivered to us by Christ.

<opentext> The moment that one was born again, that Message was once delivered to you. You became that new creation in Him. You received an unction of the Holy One, and you know all things. So then, why is it that we struggle at times?

<opentext> Could it be that we fail to hear the instructions from the Lord, on how to access that which is already ours?

<disciple> yes

<chosen^> sometimes we don't utilize all that we have been given to remain victorious and abiding within the vine…yes

 

<opentext> In Him, dwelt all of the fulness of the Godhead bodily, and "you" are complete in Him. So it is by remaining, abiding in Him, that one is able to hear the counsel of God, on how to appropriate and utilize that which is already ours in Christ. 

<opentext> So we can see then the battle is to keep the flesh from hindering the hearing, so one can hear the proper counsel from the Lord as to where their next step should be placed on their course towards home, so that they are able to continue in the faith without wavering.

 

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> verse to share.....

<at-peace> Rom 14:19 Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify another. (KJV)
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