Bible Study Wednesday 6 November 2002

 

How much effort are you putting into your relationship with God today?

 

2 Timothy 2:15 Do your best to present yourself to God an approved workman who has nothing to be ashamed of, who properly presents the message of truth. (William's New Testament)
 

A simple question, how much effort (work, exertion, sweat, energy, application) are you putting into your relationship with God this day? (One must remember how much God has already done in and on our behalf).

 

Now, does God always get our best? Does He always get the best of our efforts, or the leftovers? The Word says that we are to seek Him with all of our heart, yet how often does one try to get by with a halfhearted effort? 

 

The object of the ministry is not to please men. Such doctrines should be preached, and such plans formed, and such a manner of life pursued, as God will approve. To do this demands STUDY or CARE-- for there are many temptations to the opposite course; there are many things the tendency of which is to lead a minister to seek popular favor rather than the divine approval. If ANY man please God, it will be as the result of deliberate intention and a careful life. (From Barnes' Notes)

 

The original word rendered rightly to divide, some think a sacrificial word, alluding to the right dividing of the sacrifice; which was laid upon the altar, separating the precious from the vile, and severing the parts which were not to be offered from them that were, and cutting out the sacrifice in such a manner as all had their share in them. As if St. Paul had said, "Study not for the applause of men, but for the approbation of God, as becometh a good workman, who needeth not to be ashamed of his work, whoever looks upon it; but let thy preaching and living be strait and conformable to the gospel, and thus study to shew thyself approved of God" (From William Burkitt commentary)

 

It is the letter that kills, and the Spirit which gives life. Under God’s law of faith, led and guided by the Spirit of Christ, all those who hear this message will be able to obtain eternal life. However, those who try to study the scriptures according to the old law, scouring the pages thinking they can find eternal life, will be sadly disappointed. 

 

John 5:39-40 You keep on searching the Scriptures, for you yourselves suppose that you will get possession of eternal life through them; and yet they are witnesses that testify to me, 40. but you refuse to come to me to get possession of life. (William's New Testament)

 

Today, where will your search take you, or lead you? Will it be to Father’s house?
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