6 May 2004 Thursday Bible study.
 

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and time that we are able to gather together before you, to receive of you the Word of life, which is able to nourish us and sustain us. With this nourishment, let us learn to remain as faithful to you, as you are to us, by and through the love and strength of our life, Jesus Christ.

 

<opentext> Rom 7:1 Know ye not, brethren, (for I speak to them that know the law,) how that the law hath dominion over a man as long as he liveth? 2 For the woman which hath an husband is bound by the law to her husband so long as he liveth; but if the husband be dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband. 3 So then if, while her husband liveth, she be married to another man, she shall be called an adulteress: but if her husband be dead, she is free from that law; so that she is no adulteress, though she be married to another man. 4 Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that ye should be married to another, even to him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God. KJV

 

<opentext> Mark 8:38, Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels. (KJV)

 

<opentext> How often does a person tell the Lord that they love Him, that He is the center and focus of their life, and yet fail to do that which He asks of them?

<disciple> many say they love Him, but they don't unless they obey Him, also...it's just words, otherwise

<chosen> whenever we put Him below first place in our life

<helpmate> when He is not the pearl of great price

<opentext> How often does a person tell the Lord that they love Him, that He is the center and focus of their life, and then give the majority of their attention to someone other then Him?

<disciple> they are allowing themselves to be fooled when they do that...many do that

<opentext> As one can see from the world today, that each society adjusts their laws to fit what they consider to be proper for where their morality is. They twist and pervert the law to adapt to their lifestyle, their way of how they want to live and act. Is there real liberty in this kind of behavior?

<chosen> no   <disciple> no

<helpmate> none, they are only hiding from the truth

<at-peace> no, it is a law unto themselves and they accuse and excuse one another by it

<opentext> How often does a person try to twist that which they hear from the Lord, to justify the way they are acting or living or responding to Him?

<helpmate> most only hear what they want to hear, and not what the Word is saying

<at-peace> when one wants it to be their will and not His will

<chosen> many corrupt the Word to suit their actions

<helpmate> not only are their eyes blinded, but they are very dull of hearing also

<disciple> when they are in rebellion, they hear the wrong voice, and it drowns out the voice of Father

<opentext> Or, how often do people look to find other people or sects that are like minded in their beliefs, to justify the way they are living and responding to the Word?

<chosen> many do

<disciple> many play a numbers game to justify themselves...it didn't work in Noah’s time, and it doesn't work now

 

<opentext> Matt 16:4, A wicked and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given unto it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas. And he left them, and departed. (KJV)

 

<opentext> How often does a person look for signs from God, rather then being content with hearing His voice and then obeying it?

<disciple> most look for a sign, rather than walking by faith

<chosen> His sheep hear His voice and follow 

<opentext> As we can see from the few examples given, that there are many people, places or things that try to separate, or end our relationship with the Father by and through Christ Jesus. These people, places or things try to come between us and the Lord. And if He is not our first love, what do you think the outcome will be?

<disciple> eternal death  

<chosen> separation  

<at-peace> I never knew you

<helpmate> we will suffer 2 deaths

 

<opentext> Eph 5:31-32, 31 For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. 32 This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church. (KJV)

 

<opentext> Leaving the world behind, and clinging to our new love. Separating oneself from anything and everyone that ties us to the lower nature, and the old way of life and living.

<opentext> Yet, how often does one hold onto, or attempt to hold onto things or people from the past life, and then wonder why their relationship with the Lord is strained?

<disciple> people want to separate their "personal life" from their Christian life, and it doesn't work with Father

<helpmate> most people do not let loose of things of the past and it drags them down and are slowly returned to their former self

<chosen> it becomes like trying to serve both God and mammon

<opentext> How often when a relationship is broken up, is the blame attempted to be placed everyplace else, except where it belongs, at one's own doorstep?

<disciple> most of the time

<opentext> In most divorce cases in this country, irreconcilable differences is what is used to describe the reasoning for the dissolution of the partnership. Now, since we know that God is constant, He cannot lie and do nothing other then love, when one's relationship with Him is dissolved, it is because the person was not able to come to terms with His law of faith?

<helpmate> if one cannot live by His laws and counsel for us.....what else is there...nothing, we are not a part of Him

<opentext> Our relationship with God is a marriage. Not of convenience, or for signs or wonders, or any other reason other then loving Him, because we recognize the great love He first had for us. And as such, we should leave the old life and way of living behind, and live totally for that new life, that new relationship with Him. One in Him.

<opentext> Today, how much effort will you put into your relationship with Him?
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